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Preface

This book wasegunwhile | was a researcher at the Rappahannock Historical
Society in Washington, Virginia. There | discovered that mfpurth great
grandfather George HarrispurchasedlL20 acres of land along SouBtoughs
(Poe3 Roadat Hungry Rurin 1799 and that his nepheRichardsettled along

the Rush River in what became known as Harris Holldy: working career
was in medical epidemiology research at the National Institutes of Health, bu
when | retired to rural Rappahannock County, Virginia, | fell in love with
Virginia history. | found that the skills honed as an epidemiology researcher
were easily translatable to historical research.

Many individuals helped me in this endeavbtargaret Peggy Ralph, Clerk of
the Rappahannock County Court and her two Deputy Clerkgyrd)dest and
Kaitlin Struckmannhelped find the many Court documettist contributed to
the book. Laura Doddlown Clerk andAdministrative Assistant to the Town
Council of Washington, gave me access to town documents and pravichgd
insights into the tow 0 Bistory and governance. Peter Luke, former
Rappahannock County Commonwealth Attorney and County Attorney,
graciously shared with me hmxtensiveresearch on the legend of George
Washington. Judy Tole and Eva Grimsleyprovided numerous files and
documents of the Rappahannock Historical Societ@eorge Walters, Ray
Gooch, and John Fox Sullivan provided muelued support and
encouragement.Individuals who reviewed parts of the boakd provided
helpful commentsnclude Gary Aichele,Fred Catlin,Kees Dutilh Juliet Del
Grosso,Peter Kramer, Joyce Krameindre LeTendreAney Massie Patrick

0O 6 C o n @eerbel WaltersandRuth Welch

I would like to dedicate this book to all the people who have lived in the town of
Washington, Virgina, and created the history that | have tried to share in this
book.

Maureen |. HarrisPhD, MPH
Woodville, Virginia






Introduction

Washington, Virginia, is a small town in Rappahannock County in the eastert
foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, adjacent to Shenandoah National Park
The town was officially established in 1796 by an act of the General Assembl
of Virginia. A second At in 1797 added additional land to form a town with
two northsouth streets, five cross streets, and 5traikacre lots. Four of the
crossstreets bear the names of the men péiitioned the General Assembly to
form the town and whmwned the land onwhich the town was founded:
Wheeler, Calvert, Jett, and Porter. Washington was designated as the county s
of Rappahannock County in 1833. The town was incorporated in 1894, and tr
town limits were expanded in that year and again in 1985 and 198@.
boundaries of the town encompass a land area oD182acres. In the U.S.
censugstimates foR018, there were 25 people who were residents of the town.

The town is governed by a sevarember elected Town Council composed of a
mayor,atreasurerand fve other members who meet in the historic Town Hall.
As the legislative authority for the town, the council deliberates and votes ol
legislation, town programs, and budgets, and approves funding for town service
The town's history and architectuhave elevated it ta position orthe National
Register of Historic Places and the Virginia Landmarks Register. It has bee
described as perhaps the best preserved of the county seat communities in
Virginia Piedmont. Washington combines a unighkend of rural character and
historic significance. It is a mixture of open spaces, vilisiyee commerce,
homes, historic structures, and local government activities.

The townoslLintitclken a Wiawibsi corgusian rbécause of its
proximity to Washington D.C. which lies only 70 miles to the northeast. The
nickname has standing for, in 1804, MethoHBigiscopaBishop Francis Asbury,
the famed traveling circuit rider, noted in his diary: "Took the path to Little
Washington ... and met with a kimeception and good entertainmeht.”

! Calder Loth, editorThe Virginia Landmarks Register, 3rd editiobniversity Press of Virgia, 1986, page
358
2The Journals and Letters of Francis Asbury, lliondon, Epworth Press, 1958, p.447
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Chapter 1. Early History of The Land That Became
The Town of Washington, Virginia?

Native Americans

It has been stated that the land on which the town of Washington is located w:x
once arindian trading post, but there is no documentation to support this theory
It is possible that Indianmay have traded with each other in this vicinity;
however, based on the history below, by the time the English settled the area tt
is now the town of Washington there were no Indians living there.

In the early 1600s the tribes called by the English as Manatvbéch were part

of the Siouan confederacy, lived in the area from the falls of the Potomac an
Rappahannockivers to the North Anna River and northwest to the Allegheny
Mountains. Their main area of concentration was the upper waters of th
Rappahannock and Rapidan rivers. At this time there were several Siouan trib
that comprised the Manahoac; their pogdolats estimated to have been about
1,500. There is no known record of a European having visited a Manahoa
village or of having had contact with this group in the upper Rappahannocl
River. There is also no known description of a Siouan village in thgria
Piedmont. Information about the existence of the Manahoac and the location
their villages came only from interrogations of Amoroleck, a Manahoac Indian
from the village of Hassininga, who had been wounded and taken captive by tt
Englishdurinppne of John Smithoés exploratd.i
River.

Between the Manahoac and the English settlements in the Virginia Tidewate
region were the Algonquian groups forming part of the Powhatan confederac
who were hostile to the English and also to their Siouan neighbors to the
northwest. They served as a barrier and prevented contact between the Engl
colonists and the tribes living above the falls of the rivers.

The Monacan Indianfave also been mentioned as being in the Rappahannocl
County area, but the tribes constituting this group were located further south, i
the area between the North Anna River to the falls of the James River an

! This chapter is based on Maureen I. Harris, "History of the Land and People Who Founded the Town of
Washington, Virginia, 1734833",Magazine of \fginia GenealogyVolume 53, No. 1, 2015

2 This conclusion and the discussion of Native Americans below is drawn from Ben C. Mc@awys in
SeventeentCentury Virginia The University Press of Virginia, Charlottesville, 1957; David |. Bushnell Jr.,
The Manahoac Tribes in Virgini&mithsonian Miscellaneous Collections, Volume 94, Number 8, 1935; and
John Smith, i The Ge n eTravelslandiorkstobQaptain Jahii Smidward Arbei a , ©
II, editor, John Grant Publishing Co., Edinbut§19
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Rivanna River and northwest to the Allegh@dountains. The Monacans were
also Siouan tribes and were confederates of the Manahoac.
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By the middle of the 1600s most of the Indian settlements in the upper valleys of
the James and Rappahannock rivers had been abandoned. A census of Native
Americans in 1669 found 725 bowmen in populated regions of the colony of
Virginia, among which were only 50 Manahoac living on what was then the
frontier of English settlement betweéhe James and Rappahannock rivehs.

1670 the German John Ledemxplored what was then a wilderness from the
falls of the Rappahannock River to the Blue Ridge; no Indians were mentioned
in his journals of this trif. Like othe Indian tribes, many of the Manahoac had
probably succumbed to diseases introduced by the English and the remainder had
either been exterminated by hostile Indians from the north or had left the area.
The remaining Manahoac are believed to have migratdéte mid1670s to
unpopul ated regions off Kentuckyds Big

Some Indians, primarily the Iroquois, still remained in Virginia, although they
were substantially weakened in numbers and power. In 1721 an Indian
delegation went t&@Villiamsburg and agreed to the basic terms of a treaty with
the English. In 1722, Governor Spotswoodthe Virginia colony and the
governors of the Maryland, Pennsylvania, and New York colonies decided to

SEugene M. ScheeCul peper, A Virginia CGreanPuplslersOrasge,¥A,y Thr o
192, page 4

4 John LederelThe Discoveries of ... Begun in March 1669 and Ended in Septemberl bifion, 1672,

reprint 1902

5 Information from dhn R. Swanton, Smithsonian Bureau of American Ethnology, quoted in Darwin

Lambert,The Undying Past of Shenandoah National P&&berts Rinehart Publishers, 1989, page 22

John Smith, iThe Ge n eTravélslandMorkstobOaptadohroSmithZdwarg i ni a, 0 i
Arber Il, editor, John Grant Publishing Co., Edinburg, 1919, page8366
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cooperate in treatyagotiations with the Indians. They met with leaders of the
Indian tribes in Albany, New York in 1722. Spotswood achieved his primary
objective, which was to obtain the
mountains and to not cross into thePmont sout h of the
agree to this Article & faithfully promise not to pass over the great River which
the English call Potowmack nor the great Ridge of Mountains which extenc
al ong youf TheE treaty dlsb prohibitedthe Ind&afrom occupying
any previous settlements east of the Blue Ridge.

By the mid1700s, the Indians in the colony of Virginia were scarcely numerous
enough to be regarded as a foe. In 1¥868, three separate lists of Native
Americans who were residing iedendently in the eastern part of North America
were compiled by individuals who were knowledgeable of the Indian situation.
In none of these lists were the Monacan or Manahoac peoples listed, and the
were no other tribes listed who were inhabitantswdnrgre in the colony of
Virginia.®

With the Treaty of Albanyn 1722 and the significant diminishment of Indians
in the colony of Virginia, the way was open to English settlement of the
Piedmont.

The 1735 Land Grant to the Kennerys

The first recorded official document relating to the land that became the town ¢
Washington was a royal land grantthe year 1735 for 1,750 acres from King
George llof England to Thomas, Jamesdallizabeth Kennerly’ This land

was called Deimeres Foresind it included the land that was to become the town
in 17961797. A major reason for issuing land grants in the Vieg@lony was

to establish English ownership of the land and to protect the land against intrusic
by the French and Spanish governments. In this early period of settlement, grar
could be issued to any person who qualified as a settler or who supporte
emi grants who would become settlers
means of distributing land in the early Virginia colony.

Although the Northern Neck, or Fairfax, Proprietavgs first established in
1649,its boundaries were not permanently decided until 1745, at which time the
land between the Rapidan and the Rappahannock rivers was included in tl

E. B. 00 Cal |Daauhenta Relativelto theoQolpnial History of the State of New Xtrény,
Weed, Parsons and Co., 1855; Volume 5, pa§e$81
8Helen C. Rountree, editdPowhatan Foreign Relations, 150722 University Press of Virginia, 1993,
pages 194196; Douglas Southall Freemaaeorge Washington, A Biography, Volume One, Young
WashingtonNew York, Charles Scribner Sons, 1948
9 Thomas Jeffersomotes on the State of Virginia (178William Peden, editor, University of North
Carolina Press, 1954, pages 107
0 Library of Virginia. Virginia Colonial Land Office Patent Book No. 15, 178235, p. 531. See Appendix
1 for full textof the land grant.
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Proprietary, which was owned by Thomas Lord Fairfadntil that time, the
Colonial Virginia Land Officeissued grants to land in the area, under the
imprimatur of the King of Englanth.

Beginning Text of the Land Grant to Thomas, James, and Elizabeth
Kennerly from King George Il, 19 June 1735

George the Second by the Grace of God of Great Britain France and Ireland King
Defender of the Faith To all to whom these presents shall come Greetings. Know
ye that for divers goods and considerations but more especially for and in
Consideration of the Importation of Six Persons to Dwell within this our Colony
and Dominion of Virginia whose names are Samuel Kennerly, Ellin Kennerly,
Thomas Kennerly, Elizabeth Kennerly, James Kennerly and Catherine Kennerly
As also for and in consideration of the sum of Seven Pounds Five Shillings of
good and Lawful money for our aide paid to our Receivor General of our
Revenues in this our said Colony and Dominion We have given granted and
confirmed and by these presents for us our Heirs and Successors Do Give Grant
and Confirm unto Thomas Kennerly, James Kennerly and Elizabeth Kennerly
one certain tract or parcel of Land containing One Thousand Seven Hundred and
fifty acres commonly known by the name of Delameres Forest Lying and being
in the Parish of Saint Mark in the County of Orange between the mountains and
the fork of the Rushy Riveré

The 1,750 acres granted to the Kennerlys was awarded to ¢tngrayiment of

seven pounds five shillings of f@Agood
shilling for every fifty acres of | a
persons to dwell within this our Col o

Thomas, James, and Elizabeth, their sister Catherine, their mother Ellin
Kennerly, and their stepfather Samuel Kenn&rlyhe Kennerlys were probably

of Scottish or English origin and were new residents in Virginia. Unlike many
people who received land grarnn the early 1700s (e.g., Francis Thornton), the
Kennerlys lived on their land for many years and were thus some of the earliest
settlers in what became Rappahannock County. Indeed, Thomas, James,
Catherine, and Samuel received additional land graras the original 1735
grant®® No heirs of the Kennerlys are believed to still be living in the vicinity of
Rappahannock County.

YA The Fai rMirgina PiGcesav.virginiaplaces.org/settleland/fairfaxgrant
12 Relationships are documented in Culpeper County Will Book A, pages 2 and 135
13 Northern Neck Grants Book G, pages 29, 66, and 261; Land OfficetBatek No. 15, page 530
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Plat of the Kennerly land grant, 1735. The plat has been drawn on a recent U.S. Geological
Survey topographic map which shows modern features, including the town of Washington
(which was only formed in 1796-1797) and Route 211. The boundaries and location of
the land grant were determined from metes and bounds in the grant document, geographic
features (i.e., rivers, streams, mountains), and boundaries of adjacent properties. The
Rush River is shown with dashed lines.
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The Kennerlys likely farmed their land, as did most settlers in Virginia. They
also built a mill on the Rush Riveon the site of theurrent Washington Mill

and constructed a road to the mill on what is now Old Mill Rédd 1745, the

three Kennerly grantees divided their land into three parts. Thomas received the
central part, adjacetd and south of the Rush River and containing the land that
became the town of Washingténh.Thomas sold his land to Henry Gambill in
1753 and moved to South CarolittaGambill divided the land: in 1754 he sold

the western part, which contained what Imeeathe major part of town of
Washington, to John Mindf;in 1761 he gave the eastern part, which contained
what became the northeastern portion of the town, to his son William G&mbill.

These two parts were bought and sold multiple times between 176thend
1790s!® Individuals involved in these sales were Garrett Minor, Anthony
Strother, Joseph Pondexter, John Garwood, Robert Shirwood, Benjamin Myers,
John Vilett, and Thomas Allen. Most of these men owned the land for only a
few years and made no lagtimark on the future town of Washington.

Acquisition of Kennerly Land by William Porter, George Calvert, James
Jett Jr., and James Wheeler, 1791796

Two important individuals acquired the land in the 1790s. In 1791, William
Porterwas given 247 acres of the western land by his fathlw, Samuel
Porter a resident of Fauquier CourtyTwelve years before, William (born in
1759, died in 1815) had married his first cousin, Samuelightar Sarah (born

in 1760, died in 1836). In all likelihood, William and Saraéd moved to
Samuel's land shortly after their marriage. They built their home there, now
called "The Meadowsand owned by a formenayor of the town of Washington,
John Fox Sullivanand his wife Beverly. The Porters raised thirteen children in
this home?! The home and part of the land remained in the Porter family until
1871.

14 Culpeper County Deed Book B, page 132

5 Orange County Deed Book 10, p. 278, no date, located between other documents dated 1745

16 Culpeper County Deed Book B, page 70

17 Culpeper County Deed Book B, page 132

18 Culpeper County DeeBlook C, page 609

19 Culpeper County Deed Book E, pages 160, 486, and 591; Deed Book F, page 140; Deed Book G, page 276;
Deed Book P, pages 117 and 409; Deed Book Q, page 524

20 samuel Porter had acquired 447 acres of the western land from Robert Shink@aa {Culpeper County

Deed Book G, page 276); he gave the northern part of this land to FislsenWilliam Porterin 1791

(Culpeper County Deed Book Q, page 387) and the southern part of this land toihidasodward

Burgess in 1795 (Culpeper County Deed Book S, page 194)

ZMaureen Harris, f@The olfo sCtulWielple roNagatine ol yirginia 8PLbr, toe r
Genealogy\ol. 50, 2012, pages 3284
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In 1795, Georg Calvertacquired 230 acres of the eastern [Eneorge was a
descendant of the Maryland Calverts, which included the first Lord Baltimore
His father had moved from Maryland to Prince William County, Migy and

his son George was born there in 1744. In 1764 he married Lydia Beck Rall
and they had 14 children between 1767 and $¥98.1777, he purchased 1174

acres of |l and near
Horseshoe 0 Late in |
he died®

todayo6s
George

nt Hi
moved

William Portersold three small parcels on the eastern border of his land durinc
17921794, all of which were located on land that beeathe town of
Washington. He sold two acres to James WheelEer92, on which was located
Wheel er s st or ehous e;andJoho Jetivba seld this o

parcelto James delr.i n 17 95,

| ocCz¢

George Calverin 1794%° Wheeler, Jett, and Calvert were probably acquiring
land in anticipation of applying to the Virginia General Assenibly796 to

create the town of Washington.

Schematic drawing show

|l and, George Calvertéos
land purchased from William Porter in 1792-1794.
Shown with dashed lines are the boundaries of
the town of Washingt o n i n 1797,
land was added to the parcels of land owned by
Calvert, Jett, and Wheeler. 1 and vertical lines -
western part of George Calvertd s l and;
horizontal lines - eastern part of William Porterd s
land; 3 - Two acres purchased by James Wheeler
from William Porter; 4 - Two acres purchased by
James Jett Sr. and John Jett from William Porter;
the Jetts sold this parcel to James Jett Jr.; 5 - Six
acres purchased by George Calvert from William
Porter.

22 Culpeper County Deed Book S, page 170

rterd
par c

BGeorgeds daughter Lydia marri ed w@®eovidgd? adhs ef lmde r

to form the town of Washington in 1796.

% Ella Foy O'Gorman, compileRescendants of the Virginia Calvertsiggenson Book Co.,gem,

Massachusetts, 1947, pages3®; 7374, 9192

25 Culpeper County Deed Book R, pages 35 and 333, and Deed Book S, pages 194 and 278
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Based on sales &forter's land during 1792845 and of Calvert's land in 1799,
it can be calculated that 25 acres of the town of Washington originated from
Porter's land and 5 acres from Calvert's land (See Chapter 2).

James Wheelewas a farmer whowned land adjacent to the land of William
Porter?® He appears to have never married. He died in 1811 and in his will he
emancipated seventeen of his slaves and requested that they be removed to the
state of Ohioenjiavhetrteeitthelyi maryty unmo
of his estate was bequeathed to his niece Mariah Bidwell, his brother George,
and Geor ge6s ?tldameslett Joas bognhintabout<1763, the son

of James Jett Sand Roxena Dunc&f.He also appears to have never married.
When he died in 1808, he Il eft $500 t
and the remainder of his estate to his brother Robert. His will mentioned no wife

or children®

It was common at this time for a road to exist as a boundary between two farms,
and information from several derand s i
along the eastern boundary ofouddarnd | i a
of George Calvertods | and) esdstoday.cAut t
deed for a property sold in 1769 stat
the property and that this mnStraetdwithn an f
Route 211 and extended northeast for 1221' to Big Br¥nthis road became

r
r
I

the southeastern border of Samuel Por
sold a Gacre rectangle of land to George Calvert in 1794, the sastltorner

was on the Awest side of the road | ea
This deed al so specified that @Aa new
Calvertdéds 6 acres; this new road appe

There werdwo buildings mentioned in the deeds to Wheeler and Jett, indicating
that there was some commercial activity located at the eastern boundary of
Porter's land, along the Chester Gap road. Theese James Wheeltr
storehouse and Jett's store. There w
southeast corner of the Jett purchase from Porter.

There was no mention in deeds or any other documents of any residences at the
easternpat of Porterés farm or the wester
of Washington would be established in 17I9®7. Indeed, it seems illogical that
Porter or Calvert would have permitted houses to have been built on what was
their privatelyowned and.

26 Culpeper County Deed Book R, page 3

27 Culpeper County Will Book F, page 263

% Lois M. and Ernest C. Jettett TrailsRevisited Amundsen PutCo., Decorah, lowa, 1999, pages2B
29 Culpeper County Will Book E, page 289

30 Culpeper County Deed Book E, page 696
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Chapter 2. Establishment of the Town of Washington,
1796-1797

The First Petition and the 1796 Act of the Virginia General Assembly

On 1 November 1796, George Calyelames Jett Jrand James Wheeler
petitioned the General Assembly of Virgin@'"establish a towhy the name of
Washington on twenty fivacres of land of your said petitioners." The three men
noted in their petition that they "were possessed of lands within said (Culpepel
County contiguous to each other" and that it would "be of public utility were
there a town established on their landsing situated in a fertile thick settled
country, which might induce mechanids settle therein." They had already
"made some improvements" and the town was "to be laid off in lots of half ar
acre each under such regulations as have been hereto&toenary for your
honorable house to prescribe in similar situations.” The town was to be name
for George Washingtgmwho had announced his retirement from the presidency
six weeks earlier on 19 September 1796 and who waslgyotbe most revered
person in the United States.

Petition from George Calvert, James Jett Jr., and James Wheeler to establish
the town of Washington, 10 November 1796

To the Honble Speaker and Gentlemen of the house of Delegates of the
Commonwealth of Virginia,

The Petition of George Calvert, James Jett jun & James Wheeler
inhabitants of Culpeper County humbly shewith 7

That your Petitioners are possessed of lands within the said County
contiguous to each other; that they conceive it would be of public utility were
there a Town established on their lands, being situated in a fertile thick settled
Country, which might induce mechanics to settle therein. They therefore pray
that a Law may pass to establish a Town by the name of Washington on twenty
five acres of land of your said petitioners in the County aforesaid, and whereas
they have already made some improvements, to same to be laid off in Lots of
half an acre each, under such regulations as have been heretofore customary
for your Honble house to prescribe in similar institutions; And your Petitioners as
in duty bound shall pray etc.

Source: George Calvert, James Jett, & James Wheeler, Culpeper County, 10 November
1796, Legislative Petitions Digital Collection, Library of Virginia, Richmond, VA, Record
number 000154065; also, Legislative Petitions of the General Assembly, 1776-1865,
Accession Number 36121, Box 58, Folder 63.

'The word fimechanicsd is an old term applied to

17



The General Assembly responded fgssing an act on 14 December 1796
establishing the town of Washington. Eleven other new towns in Virginia were
also established by this AttWashington was only the third town created in
Culpeper County. The town of Fairf@ater renamed Culpeper) was created in
1759 and Stevensburg in 1782; the town of Woodfdllmwed Washington in
17983

Act of the Virginia General Assembly*
Chap. 21.7 An ACT to establish several towns.
(Passed December 14, 1796.)

1. Be it enacted by the general assembly,

5. That twenty-five acres of land, the property of John Calvert,# James Jett,
junior, and James Wheeler, in the county of Culpeper, shall be, and they are
hereby vested in John Strother, James Green, Edward Pendleton, Charles
Browning, and John Jett, gentlemen, trustees, to be by them, or a majority of
them, laid off into lots of half an acre each, with convenient streets, and establish
a town by the name of Washington.

13. So soon as the said lands, where the same hath not already been done,
shall respectively be laid off into lots, the trustees thereof ... shall proceed to sell
the same, at public auction, for the best price that can be had; the time and place
of such sales being respectively advertised for two months successively,
previous thereto, in some one of the newspapers within this commonwealth, and
to convey the said lots to the purchasers in fee, subject to the condition of building
on each, a dwelling house, sixteen feet square at least, with a brick or stone
chimney, to be furnished fit for habitation, within seven years from the day of
sale, and pay the money arising from such sales, to the proprietors of the said
lands, respectively, or their legal representatives.

14. The trustees of the said towns, respectively, or a majority of them, are
empowered to make such rules and orders for the regular building of houses
therein, as to them shall seem best; and to settle and determine all disputes
concerning the bounds of the said lots.

15. If the purchaser of any lot, in either of the said towns, shall fail to build
thereon, within the time limited in his deed of conveyance, the trustees of the
said town, where the lot has been sold by them, and where such failure happens,

2 These towns were Jonesborough in Grayson County, Mechanic in Orange County, Ca Ira in Cumberland
County, Salem in Fauquier County, Ligontown on the Appomattox River, Clementstown in Amelia County,
Dickensonville in Russell County, Jamestown in Prince Edwarth€, Amsterdam in Botetourt County,
Pleasantville in Monangalia County, and Bernardsburg in Fluvanna County
SEugene M. ScheeCul peper, A Virginia CdeentPybiskershhc.sOraogey Thr o
Virginia, 1982, pp. 781
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may, thereupon, enter into such lot, and sell the same again, and apply the
money for the benefit of the inhabitants of the said town.

17. Vacancies by death, or otherwise, of any one or more of the trustees of the
said towns, respectively, shall be supplied in manner prescribed by an act of
assembly, passed in the year one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight,
entitled, "An act to empower the freeholders of the several towns, not
incorporated, to supply the vacancies of the trustees and directors thereof."

*Eleven other towns were also established by this Act; only the text relating to the town of
Washington is quoted.

# "John" Calvert is incorrect; The correct name is George Calvert, who acquired land in
1794 and 1795 (above), part of which became land on which the town of Washington was
built.

Source: Samuel Shepherd, The Statutes at Large of Virginia, from October Session 1792
to December Session 1806, Inclusive, in Three Volumes, (New Series), Being a
Continuation of Hening, New York, AMS Press, Inc., 1836, Volume II, page 29-32

The Second Petition and the 1797 Act of the Virgini&eneral Assembly

One year later, Calvert, Jett, Wheeler, and William Pegat a second petition

to the General Assembly of Virginial' hey referredo the 1796 Act establishing
the town on 25 acres of land owned by Calvert, Jett, and Wheeler but stated tf
ithe trustees met to |l ay off said |
could not be done without aconpeatr the o
trustees marked off 51 hadicre lots with convenient streets as per the plat
annexed ...Your petitioners pray that your honorable body will pass an act t
annex the I and of William Porter toc
of thetown and 51 lotsvas attached to the petition; interestingly, four of the
streets were named after the four petitioners.

Petition from George Calvert, James Jett, James Wheeler, and William Porter to
include the land of William Porter in the Town of Washington, 1 November 1797

To the Honorable the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Delegates of the
State of Virginia. The Petition of George Calvert, James Jett, James Wheeler
and William Porter humbly shewith, That your Honorable Body passed an act the
last Session Establishing a Town by the name of Washington on the Lands of
George Calvert, James Jett and James Wheeler and condemned Twenty Five
acres of Land for the same; in order to fulfill said Act the Trustees met to lay off
said Land into Lotts of half an acre each agreeable to said law, but on
Examination of the Ground they found it could not be done into Form or
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Convenience without including a part of Mr. Porters Land. Therefore with the
consent of all Parties the Trustees proceeded to mark and make off Fifty one half
acre Lotts with convenient streets as per Platt herewith annexed, and after
advertising the same agreeable to Law the whole of said Lotts were sold
accordingly. Now your petitioners pray your Honorable Body to Pass an Act to
annex the Land of William Porter to said Town, agreeable to the manner and
Form Laid off by said Trustees, and your petitioners will ever pray etc.

Culpeper County
1st November 1797 George Calvert
James Jett jun
James Wheeler
William Porter

Source: George Calvert, James Jett Jr., James Wheeler, and William Porter, Culpeper
County, 1 December 1797, Legislative Petitions Digital Collection, Library of Virginia,
Richmond, VA, Record number 000154073; also, Legislative Petitions of the General
Assembly, 1776-1865, Accession Number 36121, Box 58, Folder 71
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Plan of the Town of Washington Accompanying the Petition of George Calvert,
James Jett Jr., James Wheeler, and William Porter, 1 November 1797

On 25 December 1797, the General Assembly passed &oraatiding certain

lots to the town of Washington.”" The act stated that "the lots and streets, as the
same are already laid off on the lands of William Porter, contiguous to the town

of Washington ... are hereby added to and made a part of said town."
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Act of the Virginia General Assembly to Add William Porter's Land to the Town

Chap. 76. 7 An ACT for adding certain lots to the town of Washington, in the
county of Culpeper.
(Passed December 25, 1797.)

1. Be it enacted by the general assembly, That the lots and streets, as the
same are already laid off on the lands of William Porter, contiguous to the town
of Washington, in the county of Culpeper, shall be, and they are hereby added
to and made a part of the said town, to all intents and purposes as if the same
had been included in the lands originally laid off for the said town.

2. This act shall commence and be in force from and after the passing thereof.

Source: Samuel Shepherd, The Statutes at Large of Virginia, from October Session 1792
to December Session 1806, Inclusive, in Three Volumes, (New Series), Being a
Continuation of Hening. Volume I, page 131, New York, AMS Press, Inc., 1836.

Based on later sales of Porter's land during 1¥825 and of Calvert's land in
1799, it can be calculated that 25 acres of the town of Washington originate

from Porter's farm and 5.5 acres from Calvert's farm:

Land of the Town of Washington Derived from the Lands of William Porter,
James Wheeler, James Jett Jr., and George Calvert

Area of each lot = 8 poles x 10 poles = 132' x 165' = %2 acre
Width of streets = 30'
Area of town = 30.5 acres

WillamPor t er 6s Land:

Sold to James Wheeler, 1792 2 acres
Sold to James Jett Jr., 1793-1795 2 acres
Sold to George Calvert, 1794 6 acres
Remaining part of Porter's land 15 acres

25 acres

George Calvertdés L abatres

Sale of Lots in the Town, 1798

Five town trustees had been appointed in the 14 December 1796 Act of th
General Assembly of Virginia that established the town. These five men wer:
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John Strother, James Gre&uward Pendleton, Charles Browning, and John Jett.
The trustees were directed to sell the town &itpublic auction “for the best
price that can be had" and to "pay the money arising from such sales to the
proprietors ofsaid lands." These proprietors were, of course, George Calvert,
James Wheeler, James Jett Jr., and William Porter.

Lot 1 - Richard Jackson, 18 pounds
14 shillings for Lots 1, 33, & 44

LOT 17 - David Lansdown, 31pounds
15 shillings Lots 17, 19, 20, 45, & 46

LOT 33 - Richard Jackson, 18pounds
14 shillings for Lots 1, 33, & 44

LOT 2 - John Ray
7 pounds 15 shillings

LOT 18 - George Yates
5 pounds 15 shillings

LOT 34 - James Yates
6 pounds 1 shilling

WHEELER STREET

LOT 3 - David Engler
16 pounds 8 shillings for Lots 3 & 21

LOT 4 - Joseph Ray
8 pounds 1 shilling

LOT 5 - Benjamin Heaton
9 pounds 1 shilling

LOT 19 - David Lansdown, 31pounds
15 shillings Lots 17, 19, 20, 45, & 46

LOT 20 - David Lansdown, 31pounds
15 shillings Lots 17, 19, 20, 45, & 46

LOT 21 - David Engler
16 pounds 8 shillings for Lots 3 & 21

CALVERT STREET

LOT 35 - Levy Garwood
12 pounds 6 shillings for Lots 35 & 36

LOT 36 - Levy Garwood
12 pounds 6 shillings for Lots 35 & 36

LOT 37 - George Wheeler
6 pounds 12 shillings

LOT 6 - Edward Bigbee
9 pounds 9 shillings

LOT 7 - John Collins
40 pounds

LOT 8 - George Calvert
49 pounds for Lots 8, 42, & 43

LOT 22 - John Miller
11 pounds 2 shillings

LOT 23 - James Wheeler
174 pounds for Lots 23 & 24

LOT 24 - James Wheeler
174 pounds for Lots 23 & 24

MIDDLE STREET

LOT 38 - Daniel Covington Brown,
13 pounds 8 shillings for Lots 38 & 39

LOT 39 - Daniel Covington Brown,
13 pounds 8 shillings for Lots 38 & 39

LOT 40 - Ralls Calvert
10 pounds 19 shillings

LOT 9 - Thomas Thatcher
17 pounds 10 shillings

LOT 10 - Nathan Dyke
9 pounds 15 shillings

LOT 11 - Courtney Norman
7 pounds

LOT 25 - James Jett Jr.
185 pounds

LOT 26 - Edward Pendleton
18 pounds for Lots 26 & 27

LOT 27 - Edward Pendleton
18 pounds for Lots 26 & 27

JETT STREET

LOT 41 - John Farrow
10 pounds 4 shillings

LOT 42 - George Calvert
49 pounds for Lots 8, 42, & 43

LOT 43 - George Calvert
49 pounds for Lots 8, 42, & 43

LOT 12 - William Porter, 25 pounds
18 shillings for Lots 12, 13, 14, & 47

LOT 13 - William Porter, 25 pounds
18 shillings for Lots 12, 13, 14, & 47

LOT 14 - William Porter, 25 pounds
18 shillings for Lots 12, 13, 14, & 47

LOT 28 - John Strother
20 pounds 10 shillings

LOT 29 - Thomas Estes
9 pounds 18 shillings

LOT 30 - Thomas Walters
9 pounds 6 shillings

PORTER STREET

LOT 44 - Richard Jackson, 18pounds
14 shillings for Lots 1, 33, & 44

LOT 45 - David Lansdown, 31pounds
15 shillings Lots 17, 19, 20, 45, & 46

LOT 46 - David Lansdown, 31pounds
15 shillings Lots 17, 19, 20, 45, & 46

LOT 15 - John O'Neal
8 pounds 2 shillings

LOT 16 - Henry Menefee
8 pounds 2 pence

LOT 51 - John Vince
6 pounds 9 shillings

LOT 31 - John Wheeler
20 pounds 10 shillings

LOT 32 - Charles Yates
6 pounds 8 shillings

LOT 50 - Fielding Scandland
6 pounds 15 shillings

LOT 47 - William Porter, 25 pounds
18 shillings for Lots 12, 13, 14, & 47

LOT 48 - William Smith
5 pounds

LOT 49 - David Johnston
6 pounds 3 shillings

Sale of Washington Town Lots, 1798

Source: Culpeper County Deed Book T, pages 320-407
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The five trustees quickly proceededstdl the 51 lots of the town in 1798Viost

lots sold for 510 pounds. However, Lots 23 and 24 were purchased by James
Wheelerf o r 174 pounds,; these two | ot
storehouse on the 2 acres that he hadhased from William Porter in 1792.
James JettJpur chased Lot 25 for 185 pour
store on the 2 acres purchased from Porter in 1792 by James Jett Sr. and John
and sold to James Jett Jr. ir@5’

4 Culpeper County Deed Book T, pages @07 .

5 The British system of pounds/shillings/pence was in use during the colonial period and for some time after
the Revolutionary War. It is estimated that one British pound in the year 1798 was equivalent 8 about

U.S. dollars in the year 2000.

5 Culpeper County Deed Book R, page 35

" Culpeper County Deed Book R, page 333 and Deed Book S, page 278
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Chapter 3. Formation of Rappahannock County and
Selection of Washington as the County Seat

Washington Becomes the County Seat, 1833

The land that became Rappahannock and Madison cowatiegart of Culpeper
County when the latter was established in 1749. Over time, the western part of
Culpeper County became more densely populated, and the difficulty of traveling
to Culpeper courthous®r Court sessions and to conduct legal business grew
more significant. A trip on horseback or carriage could take a day or more, and
the roads were often impassible if rivers and streams were high. Court sessions
often took more than a day, and peoplentw from a distance had to stay
overnight and pay for rooms and meals. After many petitions to the Virginia
General Assemblythe area around Madison became a new County in 1792, but
it was not until 1833 that petitis, counter petitions, and political maneuvering
resulted in the creation of Rappahannock Caunty

On 8 February 1833, an Act passed by the General Assembly of Virginia created
the new county of Rappahannock frewithin the boundaries of the county of
Culpepett The first sessions of the County Court, for the purpose of organizing
the new county, were held at the tavern owned by Mrs. Anne,®axe the
building housing the gifts shops of the lainLittle Washington at the northwest
corner of Main and Middle street§ix men who were not residents of the new
county 1 Charles Hunton of Fauquier County, John E. Shell of Brunswick
County, Charles James Faulkner of Berkeley County, William M. Retref
Page County, William D. Sims of Halifax County, and James Richards of
Culpeper County were named as commissioners to impartially ascertain the
most proper place for holding Court and erecting public buildings, i.e., for
establishing the County g€a For rural Virginians of that era, the courthouse
was the center of most political, social, legal, and commercial actiVibhjs
importance is exemplified by the early County land tax books, which often gave
thelocation of a property in terms of its specified distance and direction from the
courthousé. The location of the courthouse was a major issue for the new
County government.

Four of the six commissioners me t a
Washingon on 1618 May 1833. They had received twewtye written
statements suggesting places for the County seat. "With all the facts and evidence
before them," the commissioners "proceeded to form an opinion of the matters

! Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia, Chapter 73 for the year 1833

2 Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page 24

3 John O. Peters and Margaret T. Peférs,r gi ni ads Hi sUnieersity of Vi@imia Prass) 1985s e s
4 Rappahannock County Land Books, 18847
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submitted to them." They concludetdht the courthouse should be located in the
town of Washington, "a village with a population of 300 souls ... a populous anc
productive neighborhood already numbering sixty houses ... and a place of son
mercantile capital and business. Its advantagesatdrs, wood, and fuel are
unsurpassed by any other place in the County. Although it is not situated on ar
leading thoroughfares, it is accessible by good public roads from any point of th
county.®

With this decision, the town of Washington, Virginpassed from being part of
a backwoods undeveloped farm owned by the Kennerly family in 1735 to being
the county seat of a thriving new county in 1833.

Immediately after this decision was reached, Jacob and Abigail dbtblLots
44, 45, and 46 to the Justices of Rappahannock County, which lots are the curre
location of the County courthouse, jail, and administrative offices.

Construction of the Courthousel836Cou

Before the courthuse was constructed, Court was held in the Free Meeting
Houseon Lot 6/ Daniel Mason, Alexander Spilman, and William J. Menefee
were authorized to spend $25 to repair this building to accommodate the Cou
meeting$ This frame building was demolished in 1904.

On 2 April 1833, the Rappahannock County Court justices appointed William A.
Lane, Daniel Mason, and Henry R. Menefee as commissioners to form a plan ft
the dimensions and construction of the public buildifegsthe county’. Their
report described the dimensions and arrangement of and the materials needec
build the courthousehe Court Clerk's office, and the jail and the jailor's house
with estimates for the cost of buildj these structures. For the courthouse and
Clerk's office, the three commissioners had originally believed that a courthous
similar to that in Culpeper would be appropriate, with a detached Clerk's office
However, they believed that this would be ®@ensive and they suggested a
plan similar to that used in Luray in Page County which wasglfare with an
attached office measuring'2§y 15 at each of the front ends of the building. An
arcade 10n width would extend along the whole'&®nt of the building. The

jail and courthouse were to be constructed of brick, with stone foundations 1.
inches above ground and slate roofs. The cost of the courthouse and clerk's offi
was estimated to be $5000. They recommended that a bell not be hoased ir
cupola because of the cost.

5 Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page294

5 Rappahannockounty Deed Book A, page 19

" Rappahannock County Minute Book A, page 4

8 Rappahannock County Minute Book A, pagb 4

9 Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page 12
10 Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page 12ff
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Some of t he commi ssioner sb recommen
obviously not followed, since the courthouse was constructed during 1834 as a
separate building from the Clerk's office and no arcade was built. However, a
cupola was built on the top of the building to house a bell.

On 6 May 1833, William Lane, Daniel Mason, Henry R. Menefee, William

Sl aughter, and Gabri el Parks were app
of contracting for and superintending the emecof the public buildings of this

C o u n't A&n.obscure item in the minutes of the January 1835 meeting of the
Rappahannock County Court justices, who were administering the new County
government, stated that A$150Q O0i st ol €
Malcolm F. Crawford for construction of the courthouse and adjacent Court

Cl er k 0% ThisfidentifieseCrawford as the builder of the courthouse and
Clerkods office, but who was Mal col m F

Biography of Malcolm F. Crawford

The story of Malcolm F. Crawford begins with Thomas Jefferson
architect/ designer of his own homes,
Virginia State Capitol building, and the buildings of the Univgrsit Virginia.

In the early 1800s, there were no fi]
profession today. Jefferson was dediined, gaining knowledge and experience

of architecture from reading, observation, and travel, particularly during his
tenureas the American minister to France during 1889. Jefferson came to
embrace Palladian and Roman Revival temple forms, developing a style termed
AJef fer soni®nMany Ischaassi ceedits Jefferson with creating
Americads f i r setarcHitecturblgtylf or med nat i v

For the University of VirginiaJefferson designed a set of buildings comprised

of the Rotunda, the pavilions, and dormitories. His plan included two parallel
rows 250" apart consisting of five pawits on each side. The professors would

live on the upper floors of the pavilions and give instruction on the ground floor.
Between the pavilions were dormitory rooms for the students, resulting in
proximity between the students and their teachers améidr i ng an faceé
village. o

Construction at the University began in 1817, but the immensity of Jefferson's
plan soon made it apparent that local labor was totally inadequate for this task.

11 Rappahannock County Minute Book A, page 1@ page 248

12 Rappahannock County Minute Book A, page 248; Minute Book B, page 3

13 Richard Guy Wilson, editoBuildings of Virginia New York, Oxford University Press, 2002
14 Calder LothVirginia Landmarks RegisteCharlottesville, VA, 1986
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James Dinsmore, one of Jefferson's master carpenters, noted 1A df81be
difficulties we bbor under here in procuring good workmeh Became obvious
that skilled workmen had to be procured from outside the Charlottesville arec
Advertisements were placed in newspapers in Staunton, Richmond, an
Philadelphia, and over 150 craftsmen weredhifrom along the eastern United
States, including twenty from Philadelphia, and from as far away as Ireland
England, and Italy. Included were carpenters, brickmasons, stonemason
plasterers, painters, and glazers.

Through their work in construction f the wuniversity,
craftsmen became skilled in the correct use of classical architeThay.also,

like Jefferson, learned about designing buildings through books anc
observatiort® Armed with their new knowledgenany went on to sigficant
careers.These individuals applied their skills in the design and construction of
a wide variety of Jeffersonian classical buildings throughout Virginia. A
particularly important group of these works is county courthouses. During the
second quaer of the 19th century, more than twenty courthouses exhibiting
characteristics of Jeffersonian classicism were built across thé’state.

One of these craftsmen was Malcolm F. Crawférd.

Photograph of Malcolm F. Crawford in 1860.
Source: Mr. Jim Lang of Texas, a descendant of
Crawford

Crawford was of Scottish origin and was
born in 1794 in the town of Warren on the
southern Maine coast. He was recruited as a
young man to work on building the new
University of Virginia andwvas the principal
carpenter for twentgeven of the University
student ooms and dormitories. In 1825
Crawford, then living in Albemarle County,
Virginia, married Amanda M. F. Craven, the
daughter of John H. Craven who owned a
mill in the Charlottesville area.

15K. Edward lay, "Charlottesville's Architectural LegacyMagazine of Albemarle County Histoiyol. 46,
Charlottesville, May, 1988
16 Richard G. Wilson, editoBuildings of Virginia New York, Oxford University Press, 2002, p-22
17 http://blog.classicist.org/?p=80#sthash.z6d1uTmr.dpuf
BMaureen Harris, AW Il the RealRafpahanndckNewdslene Ar c hi
2017 (Part 1) and 17 June 2017 (Part 2)
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After his tenure at the University, Crawford continuedwtork in Virginia,

carrying with him the principles of classical Jeffersonian Roman Revival
architecture learned through his work at the University. In 2828, he built

several large homes in Virgintdj ncl udi ng the home AEd
JeffersorRandolph, a favorite grandson of Thomas Jeffef&dn.1830, he built

the Madison County courthousand several homes in that county and
architectural experts have attributed the 1830s Caroline County courihouse
Bowling Green to Crawforéf.

In 1832, the contract for the new Page County courthiouseray was awarded

to the talented partnership of Crawford and William Philtfjpdn 1833, they

built the Presbyterian Church in downtown Fredericksburg, the exterior of which

|l ooks very much | i ke &nlel838fCra@fordmiif or d 6
the Greene County courthoudeAnd in 1840 Crawford built the courthouse in
Spotsylvania Coun®yandthe home "West End" in Louisa Courify.

But, most importantly, in 1834835 he built the Rappahannock County
courthouse and the Court Clerkbés offi

Malcolm F. Crawford and his wife Amanda Craven, whom he married in 1825

in Albemarle County, Virginia, had 14 childrefihey livedin Albemarle County

and he continued to work as an architect and master carpenter in Virginia until
1863. In that year, Anmala died and Malcolm moved to Valdosta, Georgia, to
live with their daughter Euphemia and her husband Edward Lang. There, he
continued to be a carpenter and he also served as a postmaster. He died in
Valdosta on 20 February 1876 at age 81 y#&ars.

Architect ur e of the Courthouse and Cour't

Built of brick in 1834, the courthouseas constructed with double front doors

19K. Edward Lay,The Architecture of Jefferson Countiyniversity of Virginia Press, 200®ichard G.
Wilson, editor,Buildings of Virginia New York, Oxford University Press, 2002, p. 129
20K. Edward Lay,The Architecture of Jefferson Counttyniversity of Virginia Press, 2000; National Park
Service, fAiJourney Thr o ufyinginidlldstoticplacesd Gr oundo regi st el
ACal der Loth, fClassical Comments: Jeffersonian Ter
Art, The Classicist Blog. blog.classicist.org/2@37; Richard G. Wilson, editaBuildings of Virginia,New
York, Oxford University Press, 2008, 353
22 John O. Peters and Margaret T. Petérs,r gi ni ads Hi sUnigersity of Vi@inia Préss) D985s e s
ZRichard G. Wilson, editoBuildings of Virginia New York, Oxford University Press, 2002, p. 3867
24K. Edward Lay,TheArchitecture of Jefferson Countryniversity of Virginia Press, 2000;
http://spotsylvaniamuseum.org/blog?FeedID=24
2 John O. Peters and Margaret T. Petérs,r gi ni ads Hi sUnieersity of Vi@imia Préss) D985s e s
26K, Edward Lay,"Charlottesvile's Architectural LegacyMagazine of Albemarle County Histoiyol. 46,
Charlottesville, May, 1988
27 Genealogical information furnished by Mr. Jim Lang of Texas, 2016; he is a descendant of Malcolm F.
Crawford.
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and deep recessed windows. Some of the windows were originally false to giv
the building a mre uniform appearance from the outside. The courthouse is
described in the 1975 application to the National Register of Historic Places fo
the Washington Historic District as being a tatory, Flemiskbond brick
Jeffersoniarstyle building with the eménce in the pedimented gable end. In
Flemishbond bri ckwork, the exposed end
bricks laid |l engthwise (6stretchers
window in the gable, as well as a tall estage woodenddfry. The facade is
ornamented by brick Tuscan pilasters, plastered and painted white.

The Rappahannock County courthouse, built
by Malcolm F. Crawford in 1834

Originally, the <cou
floor was the courtroom. A raised
platform spanning the width of the
buil ding was the | uc
. this was a section marked off with railings
for the jury, lawyers, and other people
participating in the trials. The rest of the
room contained benches for spectators.
Two stairways, one on each side of the
room, led up to a second story interior
balcony over the audience and behind this was two rooms used a jury rooms wi
a fireplace in each for heating. At present the courtroom is on the second sto
with offices occupyig the ground level.

Portion of the courthouse bell, bearing
the date 1834. Photograph courtesy of
Peter Luke, 2018

On 13 October 1834, William Lane
Daniel Mason, and Henry R
Menefee were authorized t¢
purchase a befbr the courthousé?
In 1835 Duff Green was paid $123.60 for the B‘blln 2014 during restoratlon

of the exterior of the courthouse, Peter Luke, the former Commonwealtt
Attorney and County Attorney, had a photograph taken of the bell in the

28 Rappahannock County Minute Book A, pa&f
2 Rappahannock County Minute Book A, page 316
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building's cupola.The bel | had the date n18340
original courthouse bell.

The Clerk's officavas built in 18341835 adjacent to and north of the courthouse.
It is described as a thrdxy, onestory building with interior end chimneys and
second parapet gable ends. The brickwork was laid in Flemish3bdine
building is now the front part of éhbuilding that houses the offices of the
Rappahannock County Commissioner of Revenue.

The front part of this building was the
original Court Clerkos
Malcolm F. Crawford in 1834. It served

as the Clerkds office wun
the office of the Rappahannock County
Commissioner of Revenue.

Construction of the Jail, 18351836

The Rappahannock County jaras built by Stafford County carpenter John W.
Fant. The County Court Commissioners signed a $2,000 contract with him in
June, 1833. The next October, the commissioners approved a change from stone
to brick for the foundations of the jail. The jail we@mpleted in June of 1836,

when the Court appointed Fant as commission procure a stove for the
criminal room?3! S

The Rappahannock County jail, built by
John W. Fant of Stafford County in
1835-1836 and subsequently enlarged

30 National Register of Historic Places, Washington Historic District Nomination Form, 15 April 1975
31 Rappahannock County Minute Book A, pages 26 and 74
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Chapter 4. The Town of Washington in the Early 1800s

Origin of the Name ALittle Washingt

The t own 0 dittle\IVashingtairoan bdidated to at least 1804. In that
year, Methodist Episcopal Bishop Francis Ashuhe famed traveling circuit
rider, noted in his diary: "Took the path to Little Washington ... and met with a
kind reception and good entertainmehfThe name was probably applied to the
town to avoid confusion because of itsximity to Washington D.Cwhich lies

only 70 miles to the northeast and was being built as the new capital of the Unite
States at that time. The name continued being used. An envelope postmark
1840 was addressed to Middletonllifi, Little Washington, Va.; Miller lived in

the home that was converted to the Middletoniintine 1990<. Many items of
military correspondence during the
example, Major General Nathaniel Banks whose troops camped near the tow
used Little Washington as the address on many of his dispatches. Major Gene|
John Ppe, when his army was near Sperryville, issued orders under the addre:
AHQ., Army of Virgind a, Little Wash

Forfeiture and Resale of Town Lots

The 14 December 1796 Act of the General Assembly of Virginia that establishe
the town also statethat the purchaser of a lot must build "a dwelling house,
sixteen feet square at least, with a brick or stone chimney, to be finished fit fo
habitation, within seven year$.Although we do not know exactly what such a
structure looked like, it probaplresembled the building located at 322 Main

e Street, which is a chinked log structure
with a stone chimney.

Log building located at 322 Main Street,
probably one of the early buildings constructed
in the town

! The Journals and Letters of Francis Asbury, llondon, Epworth Press, 1958, p.447
2 Information from Mary Ann Kuhn, owner of the Middleton Inn
3 Information from historian Art Candenquifappahannock New20 September 2018
4 Samuel Shepher@he Statutes at Large Wirginia, from October Session 1792 to December Session 1806,
Inclusive, in Three Volumes, (New Series), Being a Continuation of H&témgYork, AMS Press, Inc.,
1836, Volume I, pages 232
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Thomas Jeffersorharacterized the private buildings and homes in Virginia.
AThey are very rarely constructed of
being of scantling and boards, plaistered with lime. It is impossible to devise
thingsmore ugly, uncomfortable, and happily more perishable. There are two or
three plans, on one of which, according to its size, most of the houses in the state
are built. The poorest people build huts of logs, laid horizontally, stopping the
interstices wih mud. These are warmer in winter and cooler in summer than the
more expensive constructions of scant

If the purchaser of a town lot in 1798 failed to build a structure within seven
years, the Act of the Virginia General Assembly of @ géated that the lot could

be forfeited and resold by the Town Trustees. Not all owners of the 51 lots had
built a structure on their land within seven yeessequired by the 1796 Act, and

on 9 January 1804 the Gamal Assemblyextended this time peridd.This law
applied to seven towns in Virginia.

Act of the Virginia General Assembly to Extend the Time for Building on Town
Lots, 9 January 1804*

Chap. 69.17 An ACT allowing a further time to the owners of lots in certain towns
to build thereon.

(Passed January 9, 1804.)

1. Be it enacted by the general assembly, ... that the further time of seven
years, to be computed from the fourteenth day of December, one thousand eight
hundred and three, shall be allowed the owners of lots in the town of Washington
in the said county of Culpeper ... to build upon the said lots according to law.
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall in any manner affect any rights
which may have been acquired by others in consequence of the neglect of the
owners of any of the said lots to build thereon within the times heretofore
prescribed by law.

2. This act shall be in force from the passing thereof.

*Six other towns were also referred to in this Act; only the text relating to the town of
Washington is quoted.

Source: Samuel Shepherd, The Statutes at Large of Virginia, from October Session 1792
to December Session 1806, Inclusive, in Three Volumes, (New Series), Being a
Continuation of Hening. New York, AMS Press, Inc., 1836, Volume lll, page 55

5 Thomas JeffersomMotes on the State of Virgin{ariginally published in 1787), William Peden, editor,
W.W. Norton Co., New York, 1954, page 152
6 Samuel Shepher@he Statutes at Large of Virginia, from October Session 1792 to December Session 1806,
Inclusive, in Three Volumes, (New Series), Being a Continuattiderding New York, AMS Press, Inc.,
1836,Volume lll, page 55

32



This time limit was extended yet further but the town trustees began seizing ar
reselling town lotsn 1822. Sixteen of the lots were forfeited and resold during
18221826 and one was seized and resold in 88&Banother in 1834.These
eighteen lots represented fully etiérd of the fifty-one lots®

The Rappahannock County Land Bolok 1836 indicates that there were no
buildings on seventeen of the lots in that yeaks late as 1850, seven of the
town lots still did not have buildings on them; these were lots 14, 17, 20, 33, 3¢
50, and 51. Indeed, lots 17, 50 and 51 appearve haver had any structures
on them.

The Town of Washington as Described in 1833

When the commissioners selected Washington as the County seat, they descrik
the town as "a village with a population of 300 souls ... a populous and productiv
neighborhod already numbering sixty houses ... and a place of some mercantil
capital and business. Its advantages of waters, wood, and fuel are unsurpas:
by any other place in the County. Although it is not situated on any leading
thoroughfares, it is accesgbby good public roads from any point of the

county."® The Rappahannock County Land Book for 1836 shows that there wers
no houses on seventeen lots; it is likely therefore that the estimate of 300 sou
and sixty houses ar e alatienramddhausingat e s

Plan of the Town of Washington in 1833

Only a few of the structures in the town were shown on an 1833 pldre of

town These included Mr s. Cal vertods h
tavernon Lot8,Dr.Drakes home and of fice on Lot
18, the jail on Lot 21, and Mr s. Re

apparently buildings that were important at the time. Other buildings in
existence, not shown on the plan, were homes and also small commerci
establishments iconic to the time such as blacksmith and wagkar shops.

" Culpeper County Deed Book Deed Book OO, pages 50 and 346; Deed Book PP, pages 6, 8, 183, 185, 247
248, 250, and 433; Deed Book TT, page 408; Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page 85

8 The eghteen lots were numbers 1, 2, 3, 6, 10, 11, 16, 19, 20, 27, 28, 29, 30, 34, 35, 39, 4Gercidds
courthouse lots)

9 These lots were numbers 1, 2, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 19, 20, 31, 33, 34, 35, 39, 47, 5@ezcddds

courthouse lots)

10 Rappahanock County Deed Book A, page 29

1 Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page 189
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The Town of Washington as Described in 1835

An 1835 gazetteer contained a description of the town and asserted a populati
of 350 and 55 dwelling housedHowever, this assessment of the town appe

to greatly overstate the status of the town. wentioned above, the
Rappahannock County Land Book for 1836, which contains the dollar value o
buildings on each of the lots, shows that 17 of the 51 lots had no buildings o
them in 1836, and only 34ts had buildings with a value greater than $0.
Nevertheless, the text of the gazetteer is as follows:

In 1835, the town of Washington was described as folléws:
AWashington, P. V. [ Post Vill age] a
R.[Richmond] and 8 S. W. of W. C. [Washington City, i.e., Washington D.C.].

It is situated at the southeastern foot of the Blue Ridge, in a fertile country, upo
one of the head branches of Rappahannock River (called Rush river) and recen
chosen as the seat of justfoe the county. It was formerly a P.O. [Post Office]

in Culpeper Co. It contains besides the usual county buildings (lately erected),
academy55 dwelling house¥,4 mercantile stores, 2 taverns, 1 house of public
worship, free for all denominations. The principal mechanics are 4 blacksmiths
4 carpenters, 2 saddlers, 1 hatter, 1 tanner, 2 wagon makers, 3 tailors,
shoemakers, 1 cabinet maker, 1 silversmith, 3imails, 1 plaisterer and
bricklayer. In the vicinity there is a large and highly respectable female seminar
in which are taught all the various branches of English literature, together witt
the French and Italian languages; and in the immediate neigitshrére 2 large
and extensive manufacturing flour mills. This village is rapidly improving, and
is in a flourishing and prosperous condition, being situated in a thickly settlec
and enterprising neighborhood. Population 350 persons; of whom 4 ar
attorreys, and 2 regular physicians. County Courts are held on the 1st Monda
in every month. Quarterly in March, June, September, and November. Judc
Field holds his Circuit Superior Court of Law and Chancery on the 22nd of April
and September. 0

Commercial Licenses

Licenses were required for certain occupations, and fees for these licens
provided income to the State of Vir
in Washington were issued to Browning & Thorn, DaNason, Henry and John
Miller & Jones, and A.R. and S.G. Davis; these were probably the four mercantil

2Joseph Martin, compilemhe 1835 Gazetteer of Virginia and the District of ColumBiaarlottesville,

Moseley & Tomkins, Printers, 1835. Reprinted by Willow Bend Books, 85 Hain Street, Westminster,
Maryland, 2000, page 27577

Bl talics for authoros emphasis. This statement
because the Rappahannock County Land Book for 1836 indicates that there were no buildings on seventeel
of the 51 town lots in that year.
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stores noted in the 1835 description of the town (above).
licenseswere granted to Anne Coxand George Thorwho each ran taverns in
the town, on Lots 8 and 42, respectively.

Plan of the Town of Washington in 1837

Ordinary/tavern

A plan of the town in 183howed the location of two County buildings and the
County jail, built during 1834.836, on town Lots 446 on Gay Street. The
courthouse and jail were shown at their current locationCtheu r t Cl
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office was the front section of the building adjacent to and north of the courthous
that currently houses the office of the Commissioner of RevEriligis building
served as the Court Clewtkeérs toid i cev
office was built adjacent to and south of the courthétise.

Al so shown i son Gaydtreetos towndetd2An mer ¢ h a
license had been issued to George Thorn in 1834 and an ordinary license h
been issued to him in 1836This building was formerly owned by the Resor
family and was used as their home and as a taventil it was purchased by
John William Jett in 183% Thorn presumably rented the building from J&tt.
The Post Officavas located on the northeast corner of Main and Middle streets,
where the Inn at Little Washington is today. A town weds shown at the south
end of Gay Street.

On the plan, roads leading out of the town of Washingtere designated by

their destinations: Hopper s Mil |l
Harris Holl ow Road), Amissville (to
Mount Salem Avenue), and Sperryvill

Homes ard Other Buildings in the Town?®

As discussed in Chapter 1, before the town was established in 1796, there is
evidence that there were any buildings on the land that became the town exce
a storehouse owned by James Wheelestore owned by the Jett family, and a
school operated by William Port¢rNe ar by was Porter 0s
and is named; GdTRer Merm@o®wbar m compr
which the town would be located in 172897.

As the town prospered and grew in importance as the seat of government
Rappahannock County, homes and businesses were built that were mo
el aborate than the simpl e aflldastewitiad n
brick or stone chimneyo specified |
Buildings that existed before the Civil War include:

14 Rappahanack County Deed Book C, page 71

15 National Register of Historic Places, Washington Historic District Nomination Form, 15 April 1975

16 Elisabeth B. and C. E. Johnson Rappahannock County, Virginia, A Histp@range, VA: Green

Publishers, 1981

7 Rappahanock County Chancery Case #5, Resor vs. Resor; Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page 3¢
18 Rappahannock County Deed Book B, page 200 and page 249

19 This building became the home of the Baggerly family in 188 building was moved in 1931 to the
slopeeast of the town, above a pond, and was renovated and enlarged and renamed Avon Hall.

20See Chapter 11 on History of the Town Lots for details of these structures

21 Culpeper County Deed Book R, page 35, Deed Book R, page 333, and Deed Book S, page 278
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- A building on Lot 1 worth $100 in 1850 owned by Nathaniel B. Ralls

- The Sbnestreet house on Lot 2 worth $350 in 1850; Butler Stonebtuegt

on this lot and operated his wheelwright shop on Lot 3, and his son James was a
blacksmith there

- The Nicol house on Lot 4, worth $235 in 1836 and $4QI850

-Mrs. Calvertdés house on Lot 5, worth
- The Free Town Meeting Housa Lot 6

- The log cabins on Lot 7, first owned by Lewis Fossett and leased to Robert M.
Heterickas his lawoffice, worth $200 in 1836 and $550 in 1850

-Mrs. Coxé s T anvttee sauth part of Lot 8, worth $1985 in 1836

- Themercantile store on the north part of Lot 8, owned by James and John Jett,
merchants, in 1836 and worth $595

- The bulding on Lot 9 owned by Daniel Mason worth $600 in 1836 and $1200
in 1850; the building evolved into the tavern and hotel of John Carter

- A house worth $350 in 1850 owned by Henry Johnaarabinemaker, on

Lot 10

-Dr.Francis TDrakedé s house (and presumably als
worth $300 in 1836 and $500 in 1850 when it was owned by Horatio G.

Moffett, an attorney

- The house on Lot 12 constructed by Henry Johmsabout 1837, worth

$250 in 1850, owned by Walker and Mary Holldeginning in 1854. Holland

was a tailor and maintained his business in his home

- The twastory brick house on Lot 13, constructed by Kelohnson and sold

to J.Y. Menefegan attorney, in 1841, worth $1200 in 1850

- The wagoramakers house and shop on Lot 15 worth $400 in 1850, owned by
John F. Carter

- A building on Lot 16 worth $300 in 1836rqbably built by P.W. Fant, owned

by George Nicgla blacksmith, in 1850

- The OIld Church meeting houea Lot 18

- A brick house on Lot 19 owned by William J. Menefap dtorney and
Rappahannock County Court Clerk from 1833 to 1858, worth $700 in 1850

- The original town jail and a house on Lot 21 worth $385 in 1836, purchased

by James Leake Powemscarpenter, owned by Dr. Adolphus W. Reid 850

worth $950

- The brick Washington Presbyterian Church on the eastern part of Lot 22,
constructed in 1856858 by James Leake Powers

- The wood frame house on the western part of Lot 22 owned by the Spiller
family and worh $285 in 1836 and $250 in 1850

- A building on Lot 23 owned by George Thomorth $285 in 1836 that was
destroyed by fire in 1880

- A log building located at the west part of Lot 24 owned by Tilmon Porter

which served as an early post offi@so on this lot before the Civil War were

a shoemaker shop, a tailordakehdp, sho
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- A building worth $392 owned by Francis S. Brownindl836 on the east part

of Lot 24

- A building on Lot 25 worth $585 in 1836 owned by Gabriel Smither

- Trinity Episcopal Church on the eastern part of Lot 25, constructed in 1857 by
James Leake Powers

- The home of JameBrereton Jones on Lot 26, worth $785 in 1836. Jones
added the mercantile building, a small log house, and the summer kitchen, anc
the buildings were valued at $2350 in 1850

- The brick store building on Lot 27 worth $835 in 1836 and $1450 in 1850,
ownedby Oliver P. Smith

- A building on Lot 28 worth $100 in 1836 owned by Dr. Francis T. Drake

- On Lot 29, the Spilman house facing Main Street worth $700 in 1836, and the
home of John Jett Sfacing Gay Street

- A building on Lot 30 owned by Elijah Amiss in 1836 worth $100 and owned
by Thomas Hughes in 1850 worth $50

- A building on Lot 31 worth $60 in 1850 owned by John F. Carter

- A building on Lot 32 worth $135 in 1836 owned dgmes Stonestreet and in
1850 by John F. Carter

-The Academy o)i Roanb bLiaat G3udm

- A building on Lot 35 worth $100 in 1836 and 1850 owned by William J.
Menefeeand Robert M. Heterick, attorneys; Menebess Clerk of the
Rappahannock County Court during 1833 to 1858, and Heterick was Clerk
during 1860 to 1881

- A building on Lot 36 worth $265 in 1836 owned by George Connard

- The Calvert home on Lot 37, worth $285 in 1836, which became the home of
James kake Powers in 1844

- The Nicol home on Lot 38, worth $235 in 1836; in 1850, Jacob Miasla
gunsmith and his son Napolelaad a blacksmith shop, shoe shop, and wagon
repair shop on the lot.

-The Da n ileehbmeOrolLdtel® worth $435 in 1836 and $550 in 1850

- The home of John Groves and his family on Lot 41 worth $150 in 1836 and
$550 in 1850; Groves was the town collector

-Resor 6, It atvenr nTdndthenM@ashingtoa Academy, on Lot 42
and Lot 43, worth $785 in 1836

-The courthouse, Cour't Cl edbkds of fi
- A building on Lot 47 worth $50 in 1850 owned by Joseph Nicklin

- A building worth $100 and owned by James M. Odet886 on Lot 48

- The Robert Dearing home on Lot 49, worth $235 in 1836
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School#?

William Porter established a scham the western edge of his farm in about
17902 When this land became part of the town of Washington, he donated %2
acre adjacent to the northwestern bo
educating yout h of bot h sexeso and
di sseminati on 02 In 183 eHe Adadekywasestablisiged ono
Lot 34. It was incorporated in 1837 under the supervision of George W. Grayson
assisted by James Dow, a graduate of Union College in New?Ydike school

was housed in a brick building af/® rooms with a fireplace in each room. On

the front side of the building was a small porch, two doors, and two windows; on
the back side of the building were four windoisThe building was beloved by
students and townspeople, who affectionately céléde Rabbit Guhbecause

of its resemblance to a rabbit box, the twampartment trap used to catch
rabbits. The Washington Academias established in 1849 in the building that
had housed T hobv42and part of lbov48. rThis sohool was founded

by George W. Grayson (born in Kentucky) and H. W. Maertens (born in
Germany)’ Needlework and drawing were taught, in addition to the basics;
music and language lessons were available for an extra ch&gard was
available for a 1@nonth session at $85 per month.

Churches®

There were three churchiesthe town during the first half of the 1800s. In about
1815, a building was erected on Lot 18 that served as the Old Free Church. It
was the center of the communityds rel
nondenominational and was used by Bmesbyterians, Episcopalians, Baptists,

and Methodists until they built their own separate places of wotshifhe
Washington Presbyterian Church was constructed on Lot 22 in1&EH5 by

James Leake Powers on land that had been given by Tamar.Spillee 1%

story 5course American brick building is in the Doric architectural style. Over
time, church membership declined and the church closed in*1832nity

22 See Chapter 12 for details
2 Culpeper County Deed Book R, page 333
24 Culpeper County Deed Book Z, page 202
% Elisabeth B. and C. E. Johnson Rappahannock County, Virginia, A Histp@range, VA, Green
Publishers, 1981
26 Rappahannock New8 July 1965
27 Elisabeth B. and C. E. Johnson Rappahannock County, Virginia, A Histp@range, VA, Green
Publishers, 1981
28 See Chapter 13 for details.
2% Mary Elizabeth HiteMy Rappahannock Story Bqdkhe Dietz Press, Richmond VA, 1950, page 177; M.
Elizabeth Buntin, Mission: A Study of the Churches of Bromfield Parpsmges 4316, files of Trinity
Episcopal Church
%0 Rappahannock County Deed Book J, page 414
Sl Elisabeth B. and C. E. Johnson Rappahannock County, Virginia, A Histp@range, VA, Green
Publisters, 1981, page 155
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Episcopal Church was constructed on the eastern part of Lot 257roh88nd
conveyed by John G. Lari& The builder was James Leake Powers. The church
buil ding, constructed in the style
originally of board and batten, is considered to be one of the finest examples «
American village church architecture in Virginia. The Church has remained
active since that time.

Taverns and Hotels

In 1802, Mrs. Anne Coxacquired Lot 8. She was the daughter of George
Calvertds brother John €yaCavertrand hadch d
married Capt. David J. Coxe in 1799. In 1803, she received a license to establi
an "ordinary" (an inn or tavern) at this site, so the building that still exists on this
site was probably constructed in the very early 180bg main floor was used

to serve meals; upstairs were several small private rooms that were rented to la
travelers and to more affluent gentlemen and a large common room wher
lodgers rented spadeoften just a space on a bed that was shared with othe

travelers or even space onthe flébl. n 1850, after Anne
was sold to Amos Dear and the®*build
An 1833 plan of the town, shown abc

located on Lots 4233° Mary Resor resided there and maintained a tavern. In
1837, T h o was eated iratlieebuildiny. A merchant's license had
been issued to George Thorn in 1834 and an ordinary license had been issuec
himin 1836. The building later became the Washington Academy and a boardin
house before becoming the home of the Baggarly family.

The Washington Post Office

John Strother Jr. was apponlOctobetr 180a s
and held this position until 1808 when Jeremiah Strother took é&ffibe next
postmaster was Ralls Calvdltorn in 1767, died in 1815), the son of George
Calvertand Lydia Beck RallsHe had married Mary Wade Strother in 1790, and
they raised a family of twelve children. Their youngest child, Lucy, married
James Leake Powers in 1844. Ralls purchased Lot 40 when the Town Truste
sold lots in the town in 1798.1n 1815, Tilmon Porterson of William and Sarah

32 Rappahannock County Chancery Case 2222; Rappahannock County Deed Book 65, page 183
®Recollections of Mrs. Edna Walker, owner of ifWwa
ReynoldsOn the Morning Side of the Blue Rid@emmpilation of articles published in tiappahannock

Newsin 1983, page 50

34 Rappahannock County Deed Book H, page 421

35 Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page 189

36 Rappahannock County Deed Book C, page 71

S"Eugene M. ScheeCu | peper , A \Histoy Through 1920Greem Pupliiers Inc., Orange,
Virginia, 1982, p. 82

38 Culpeper County Deed Book T, page 389
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Porter, became the fourth postmaster. He inherited town Lots 23 and 24 from his
father®® A log cabin, located at the southwest corner of Lot 24, was the site of
the post office irl815, with Tilman Porter as postmaster. An 1837 plan of the
town shows the post office located at this &lte.

Physicians in the Town

Dr. Francis T. Drakeesided on town Lot 11 in 1833 and, as was the custom of
the time, pobably had his office in his home. Dr. Joseph Nick¥es a wel

known physiciarandserved as a surgeon in the War of 1812. Later, he was a
member of the Virginia House of Delegates, and in 1839 and 1843 he was
president of the Washington Town Board of Trustees, which managed the town
before it became incorporated in 1894-He purchasetot 6 in 18412 and was

the first of three physicians to own
daughters, Martha Ann, married the architect James Leake Powers in 1837.

The 1850 U.S. census was the first census in which persons were askeal to stat
their occupation. This information permits identification of three physicians who
were living in the town in 1850. These were:

- Joseph Nicklin, age 74, who was living with his $odaw James Leake
Powers on town lot 37. Nicklin was retired fronedical practice.

-BenjaminF.Kinsey age 25, who | ived at Deard
became the County coroner.

- Adolphus W. Reidage 30, who lived on town Lot 21 and Had medical
office on town Lot 6, which he had purchased from Joseph Nicklin in 1850.

Government of the Town, 18331861

The Town was governed by a Board of Trusiasng this time. The Trustees
enacted a Code of Bws in the early stages of the town; unfortunately, this
document is lost. In 1838, they ordered that part of these Bylaws relating to
obstructing the streets be repealed and they ordained that citizens of the town
could fkeep i n tnhea hgteree dtosa drso t& flimovoen dt
Trustees also ordained that the town collector should ring the courthouse bell at
10am on every Sabbath to provide notice to nonresident slaves to leave the town.
If slaves were found in the town after this tirttee town collector had the duty

of inflicting a punishment of 10 lashes on the bare back. The town collector was
also empowered to inflict 5 lashes on any nonresident slave who was in the town
after 9pm each night. Further, not more than three negraespeemitted to

39 Copy of will in Rappahannock County Chancery Case #316 and Case #318

40 Rappahannock County Deed Book C, page 71

41 Minute Book, Town of Washington Board of Trustees, 3 June 1839, 14 April 1843
42 Rappahannock County Deed Book D, p. 232

43 Minutes of the 9 March 1838 meeting of the Town Trustees
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assemble together within the town limits; if more than that, the punishment wa
5 lashes.

In June 1839, an election of an¥ember Board of Trustees was held. Those
elected were Joseph Nicklin, Horatio G. Moffett, Daniel Masafilliam J.
Menef ee, Dani el O6 Neal e, James B.
elected President of the Board, for which he was required to take out a bond
$150. Robert M. Heterick was appointed as Clerk of the Board, Absalom Lillarc
was appointetb be Town Collector, and James Leake Powes appointed as
Supervisor of the Streets.

Certain orders by the Board pertained to financial matters. The Board decree
that the clerk of the Board and the treasurer of thenlwould receive a salary

of $10 per year. Residents of the town were required to work on maintaining th
townds streets on a schedule of da
paying 75 cents per day for each day they were scheduled. If a residel
obstructed the streets of the town, a fine was levied in the amount of 25 cents p
day. Residents of the town were subject to a tax on white males over age
years, slaves, and hors®és.

In June 1842, the individuals elected to serve as Trustees dfothe were
Joseph NickIlin, Dani el O6 Neal e, J a
Menefee, Middleton Miller, and Oliver P. Smith. Nicklin remained as President
of the Board. James Leake Powers had resigned the office of Superintendent
the Streets &r the death of his wife, and Amos Dear was appointed to this
position?® The Board of Trustees also changed the amount for being exonerate
from working on the streets from 75 cents per day to 50 cents per day.

No minutes of the Board of Trustees araitable for the period 1848855. The
next extant minutes referred to the election of a new Board on 5 August 185¢
On this date, Amos Dear, Benjamin Calvert, Robert M. Heterick, Henry Foster
Middleton Miller, Oliver P. Smith, and J. W. Menefee weretdd as Trustees

of the Town. Minutes between this time and June 1877 are also missing.

In 1852 the General Assembly of Virgirdirected that Rappahannock County
be divided into districtswith distinct boundaries, and the places for holding
elections be determined for each district. The town of Washington was placed i
District 3, with the courthouse designated as the place for viting.

44 Minutes of the 3 June 1839 miggt of the Town Trustees

45 Minutes of the 6 July 1839 meeting of the Town Trustees

46 Minutes of the June 1842, April 1843, and May 1843 meetings of the Town Trustees
47 Rappahannock County Deed Book I, page 132
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Washington in the Civil War

In 1861, Virghia seceded from the Union. No battles or even skirmishes were
fought in Washington during the Civil Wdrut the War did not bypass the town.

A large Union encampment of more than 45,000 soldiers occupied the fields east

of the town. Three buildings in Washington are believed to have served as
headquarters or hospitals for the opposing armies during the Civil War. The
Uni on army set up a hospital & non h&ayc
Street (town Lot @) which would later become the home of French Pendleton
Carterwho was an officer in Company G, 12th Virginia Cavalry. Diagonally
across the street to the northeast, the Union army headquartered and treated ailing
soldes in the circa 1830 Washington Ac:
34). The Meadowplantation, located on Porter Street west of the town core and
formerly the home of William Porter, one of the founders of the town, served as
ahospith for both Confederate and Uni on
Civil War history, Middleton Millerof The Maples(now the Middleton Inj

owned Glenn Millsa woolen mill at Waterloo on the Rappahannock River where

he manufactured the fiRebel GreyoO0 worn
whose family owned Deard6s Hotel on toc
Mosbyods ®Rai der s. ¥

A Corfederate Monumenivas erected in g
1900 at the north end of the courthou
complex through the efforts of the loc
chapter of the Daughters of t
Confederacy, to honor the men fro
Rappahannock County who served th¢
cause inthe Civil War. In 2006, theg
monument was found to be '

Conservation Solutions, Inc., to repair alg
refurbish it Two Virginia Civil War -
Trails markers are located on the courtho e
grounds. One deals witlhe Confederate
monument; the other describes the cas
Kitty Payne a freed slave who wa:s
kidnapped and held in the jail for her safe
while her legal case was being conside
by the Court.

48 Daphne Hutchinson and Theresa ReyndBisihe Morning Side of the Blue Ridgecompilation of
articles published in thRappahannock Nevis 1983, page 76, 77, and 81
4 Rappahannock New&6 March 2006
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Chapter 5. Washington in the Later 1800s

In 1870, Virginia adopted a new constitutiornhis established the General
Assemblyas the legislative body for the State. It also dictated that localities
should be divided into districts, with distinct boundaries, and the places fol
holding elections be determined for each district. Rappahannock County wa
divided into five districts The town of Washington was included in District 3,
the Hampton Distrigtand the voting place was established as the courthouse il
the town. This was identical to the psar Districts of the County.
Commissioners for District 3 were Edward T. Jo{eho had served as Clerk of
the Rappahannock County Court in 1860), Thomas B. Massie, and Horatio C
Moffett; the elected Supervisor was John G. Lane

The Rappahannock Count
Office, constructed in 1874

In 1874, there was a new addition to
the courthouse complex. The
Treasur er 6which ohad i
formerly been a rented room in the

S : buildingg now  housing the
Rappahannock Historical Society, was constructed on the courthouse grounds
John J. Hawkinat a cost of $908.

In the 1800s court days were wild, full of people in town for trials, lawyers
playing poler, and taverns full of country people who made sure their monthly
trip to town coincided with court ddyAmo s D e a ondLst 8,Hooterdy |

Mr s . Coxebs tavern, served as 1|l odg
people. In 185 John and Frances Cartgcquired Lot 9 and converted the
building into a hotel and tavefnThe County supervisors had the authority to
grant licenses to merchants, and there were strict regulations in tegaitting
alcoholic beverages. In 1881, such a license was issued to David fbloyd
L1 oy d 6is Washingtenlon Lot 22.John Dulin purchased part of Lot 29 in
188% and turned the building, aweniently located opposite the courthouse on
Gay Street, i nbo fMERulsion @s t P&l pampe

! Rappahannock County Deed Book |, page 132

2 Elisabeth B. and C. E. Johnson Rappahannock County, Virginia, A Histp@range, VA: Green
Publishers, 1981, page 54

3 Daphne Hutchinson and Theresa Reynalisthe Morning Side of the Blue Riggecompilation of articles
published in thé&kappahanock Newsn 1983, page 91

4 Rappahannock County Deed Book R, page 81

5 Elisabeth B. and C. E. Johnson Rappahannock County, Virginia, A Histp@range, VA: Green
Publishers, 1981, page 55

5 Rappahannock County Deed Book Q, page 426
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Bywaterswho also maintained a barroom on the propértyn the 1890s
Washington Grkoper at ed C|sarving insals, o oe3people
would line up from the courthouse down to this building to be sérved.

The Town Bylaws and Ordinances, 1877

The minutes of the TowBoard of Trustees for June 1877 recited the names of
Trustees elected on 7 June 1877, who were William N. Carter, Richard Morrison,
Charles N. Dear, Edward Cary, Napoleon B. Niggashington Clark, and James

W. Stonestreet Nicol was elected as President of the Board and Morrison was
elected as Treasurer. The Board selected Robert M. Hetsi€kerk of the
Board and appointed James A. Wharton as Town Collector and John A
Compton as Overseer of the StréétsThe new Board also appointed Carter,
Dear, and Morrison to a committee to prepare a code of bylaws and ordinances
for the Town.

The set of bylaws and ordinanaesre discussed, nddied, and then adopted by

the Town of Washington Board of Trustees at their meetings on 16 June, 12 July,
17 July, and 21 July 1877. The bylaws dealt with the method of collection and
reporting of taxes and fees, maintenance of the streets, restraninaiis in the

town, arrest of drunk persons, and many other items. There was instituted a tax
of 11 cents per $100 assessed value of real and personal property.

A Code of By Laws for the Regulation of the Town of Washington

Section 1st. Be it enacted and ordained by the Trustees of the said Town that it
shall be the duty of the Town Collector to collect all the taxes, fines, etc., for the
use of the Corporation and pay over the same to the Treasurer at the close of
each month taking his receipt for the sum.

2nd. Be it further enacted and ordained that it shall be the duty of the Overseer
of the Streets to call out all hands subject to work on the streets, for the purpose
of working them according to law not to exceed six days in a year, giving them at
least nine days previous notice thereof, and every person warned as aforesaid
may be excused from working on the streets by paying to the said Town Collector
before such day seventy-five (75) cents for each day, to be appropriated by said
Town Collector to the hiring of other hands to work on the streets on such day.
3rd. And be it further enacted and ordained that every person failing to work on
the streets is to pay seventy-five cents for each day as provided for in the
preceding section (and the oaths of the Overseer of the Streets and the Town
Collector shall be evidence of the fact) shall be returned by the said Overseer to

" Rappahannock CotyDeed Book U, page 111

8 Rappahannock County Deed Book S, page 397

9 Heterick also served as Clerk of the Rappahannock County Court during 1860 to 1881
10 Minutes of the 9 June 1877 meeting of the Town Trustees
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the Trustees of the Town or one of them, as a defaulter. And upon their or his
direction the same Collector shall proceed to make the fines without delay.

4th. And be it further enacted and ordained that it shall be the duty of the Town
Collector to remove all nuisances which may be found within the Town of which
he has any notice or knowledge.

5th. And it is further enacted and ordained that if any person or persons shall
suffer his, her or their firewood or other timber other than timber for Building,
Boxes, Plows, or Hogsheads etc. or any other obstruction to a free passage upon
the sidewalks or streets of the said Town to remain longer than twenty four hours
after having been notified by the Town Collector to remove the same, shall upon
the conviction thereof before any magistrate pay a fine not exceeding fifty cents
for every twenty four hours the same may remain to be collected by the Town
Collector and appropriated as other monies belonging to the said Town.

6th. Itis further enacted and ordained that it shall be the duty of the said Town
Collector to serve all warrants and executions, etc., growing out of any
proceeding authorized by the said Trustees, or by observation of law, for which
he shall receive such fees as are allowed by law to Constables in similar cases.
7th. And be it further enacted and ordained that it shall be unlawful after the
passage of this ordinance for any person on any occasion to exhibit before the
Taverns or Court House or lead through the streets of the town any stallion, stud
horse or jack ass, and if any person shall offend against the provisions of this
section, the person offending shall pay a fine of five dollars for each offense.
8th. And be it further enacted and ordained that no person shall ride a race
through the streets or shall strain a horse through the streets, and if any person
or persons shall offend against the provisions of this section they shall incur a
fine of one dollar for each offence.

9th. And be it further enacted and ordained that no exhibition of animals shall
take place within the limits of the said town without first obtaining a license from
the Clerk of the Board of Trustees for which the sum of five dollars shall be paid
and a fee of one dollar to the clerk for granting such license and no Juglar, Fire
Eater, Players or Performers by sleight of hand or otherwise shall perform without
first obtaining license for which he or they shall pay the sum of one dollar and a
fee of 25 cents to the Clerk for granting such license. If any of the above
performances shall be attempted without a license obtained as above provided
in this section, the performers or owners of the animals as the case may be shall
pay a fine of twice the amount of license to be collected and applied as other
fines.

10th. And be it further enacted and ordained that no one shall discharge any
kind of firearm, kindle or make any bonfire, throw fire balls or discharge any kind
of fireworks whatever, within the limits of the corporation and if any shall offend
against the provisions of this section, he or they shall pay a fine of one dollar for
each offence.

11th. And be it further enacted and ordained that every person owning a proud
slut shall keep her confined to his or her lot while in that condition and the owner
failing to confine such proud slut shall pay a fine or one dollar for every twenty
four hours she shall be at large or the slut shall be killed under the direction of
the Town Collector and there shall not be more than two dogs allowed to any one
tenement in the town and any person disposed to keep more shall pay a fine of
one dollar for all over that number found upon his or her lot.
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12th. And be it further enacted and ordained that it shall be the duty of the Town
Collector to report monthly to the Treasurer all monies that may come into his
hands 7 which reports shall be filed by the Treasurer for safekeeping. And all
warrants which may be issued to the Town Collector under any of the preceding
or subsequent sections of this code of laws shall be brought to the Clerk and
registered in a Bank to be kept by the Town Collector and produced (except when

filed in the Clerkés office of the h€ounty

settlement of his accounts.

13th. And be it further enacted and ordained that the Town Collector is declared
the only person authorized to receive any money due and payable under the act
of the Assembly and under the provisions of this Code of Bylaws for the
Government and Regulation of the Town of Washington. And it is declared to be
his duty to pay any such monies so collected over to the Treasurer forthwith, and
take his receipt for the same, and that it be the duty of the Treasurer to report to
the Board of Trustees every three months (or oftener if required) the condition of
the Treasury.

14th. And be it further enacted and ordained that there shall be a tax of 11 cents
on every hundred dollars of the assessed value of all the real and personal
property within the limits of the Corporation (the list for that purpose to be made
out and furnished the Town Collector by the Clerk) and it is hereby made the duty
of the Town Collector to collect all the taxes imposed by this Act and pay the
same over to the Treasurer and take his receipt for the same at the same time
reporting all delinquents on or before the first day of November in each year.
15th. And be it further enacted and ordained that the Clerk and Treasurer be
allowed the sum of (blank) dollars per annum to be paid out of any monies in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated.

16th. And be it further enacted and ordained that the Town Collector be allowed
a salary of (blank) dollars per annum and for collecting taxes and levies, fines,
etc., six percent upon the amount collected and fifty cents for each arrest made,
to be paid out of the fine imposed upon him or them so arrested.

17th. And be it further enacted and ordained that whenever it may be desired by
the Town Collector, Treasurer, or any member of the Board that a meeting be
called for the transaction of business it shall be the duty of the Town Collector to
give immediate notice to the members of the time and place at which they are
desired to meet and it shall be the duty of the members to attend accordingly and
upon the failure so to attend they shall be fined seventy five cents for each
omission unless good cause be shown for such absence, such fines to be
collected and accounted for as other fines are by law collected and accounted
for.

18th. And be it further enacted and ordained that there shall be no Horse Racks
upon any public thoroughfares except in the alleys, but any person may by
permission of the Board upon application made to it, erect a horse rack upon the
streets for the convenience of customers to new places of business provided that
such rack be not erected upon the side walk or the side of the street which has
been or may be curbed for the use of foot passengers, and such rack when so
erected shall be constructed so as to prevent horses being fastened to it from
wetting upon the sidewalk. The location of such rack to be designated in the
order of permission under this section. And no horses are to be tied or hitched
to the fences or in the streets (except to racks) within the limits of the Corporation.
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And if any person tie or hitch a horse to the fences of the lots within the
Corporation he shall be fined fifty cents.

19th. And be it further enacted and ordained that it shall be the duty of the Town
Sergeant to arrest all persons drunk upon the streets or otherwise disagreeable
or quarrelsome and to disperse all unruly and noisy assemblies within the limits
of the Corporation.

20th. And be it further enacted and ordained that all the preceding sections shall
be in force from this date except section 18 in regard to horse racks.

21st. And be it enacted and ordained that in the event of the Treasurer or
Collector failing to comply with 12th section of the Bylaws of the Board the same
to be removed after ten days notice.

In regard to Ordinance 18, Richard Morrison was given permission to hitch
horses at the platform in front of his store hotisélso, W. W. Moffett was
granted permission to erect a horse rfackhe benefit of thélue Ridge Echo
newspapenbffice.}? J.B. Cooper was permitted to erect a horse tadle used

by visitors to his house and shtypAnd the Baptist Church was allowed to erect
horse racks on the west side of Gay Street and on the south side of Porter Str
near the churck These permi ssions foll owed
being represented to the Court that horaes frequently turned into the Court
House lot and occasionally tied within the enclosure and the grass trampled L
and destroyed, the Court doth order that the Sheriff of this County takstepsh

as will prevent horses or any sort of such stock from being turned in or suffere
to remain in the Court Hottse | ot sh

In 1880, Dr. Adolphus W. Reidias Chairman of the Board of Trustees;enth
Board members were H.S. Menefee, J. F. Lillard, Dr. M.F. Hansbrough, William
H. Carter, H.F. Stonestreet, and Charles H. Dear. Hansbrough was Treasurer
the Board and John F. Dulin was Town Sergeant and Overseer of the Stree
Apparently there waguite a problem with stock animals running free within the
town. The Board resolved that Aal l
corporate limits of Washington shall be taken up by the Town Sergeahthe
owner required to pay 25 cents per head for each head of stock and the sai
amount f or %TheBoardoalsd oedaeredehatdhe lot fenced off in the

all ey between the courthouse | ot e
Sergeantdr the safekeeping of any stock that he may have to restthis;alley
is |l ocated at the east end of Jett

11 Minutes of the 21 July 1877 meeting of fh@wn Trustees

12 Minutes of the 17 July 1880 meeting of the Town Trustees

18 Minutes of the 27 July 1880 meeting of the Town Trustees

14 Minutes of the 10 June 1881 meeting of the Town Trustees

15 Quoted in Elisabeth B. and C. E. JohnsonRappahannock Catty, Virginia, A History Orange, VA:
Green Publishers, 1981, page 85

16 Minutes of the 17 July 1880 meeting of the Town Trustees

17 Minutes of the 27 July 1880 meeting of the Town Trustees
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20th day of June the law in relation to stock would be rigidly enforced and
offending persons wodl be puni shed o' Ifthé oweedof acc o
the stock did not pay the fines, the Town Sergeant could sell the stock at public
auction. The Sergeant, J.A. Compton, was to be paid $1.50 for capturing
Afof fendi®Also, bogpeoskeroe prohi bited to be
to any street to rendé&r them offensiyv

The Board fixed the rate of taxation in 1880 at 7% cents per hundred ddllars

real and personal propedy.The 16 Novembet880 meeting of the Board of
Trustees was held at the Hansbrough Drug $tdies town; most prior meetings

had taken place at the courthouse building. At this meeting, the Board ordered
that all persons trespassingdagh any church lot could be fined 50 cents for

each offencé? In May 1881 the Board agreed to pay the expense of having the
wel | near Mr(snowDetahred sl nhnotTealver n Shops
good and s ub? fTene are Aol extdntr ndnotes. obthe Board of
Trustees for the period from 2 October 1881 through 1893.

In 1892, a commission composed of Robert Heterick, W. Williamson, aaghlos
Nicklin was asked to inspect the jaihd to give a report. They found that the
condition was good. The jail was properly secured by bolts, bars, and locks. Two
rooms each about 10' by 16' were for prisoners chargedavélony, and two
rooms each about 12' by 18' were for debtors. Heating was by fireplaces and
stoves. The jailors were furnishing the prisoners with sufficient wholesome food
and the building was kept clean. The commissioners made only one suggestion
for change, i.e., that the debtors have an outdoor space into which they could go
during the daytimé?

Church Construction

Five churchesvere built in the town during the second half of the 1800s. The
Presbyterian Chukhg built during 18561858 under the direction of James Leake
Powers, was constructed on Lot 22. It was built of brick in the Doric architectural
style. The minister during 1858866 was Thomas S. Witherow but after that
time it appears that only lay indduals ministered to the congregation, which
was declining in numbers. The Church continued until 1891, when only two

18 Minutes of the 17 July 1880 meeting of the Town Trustees

19 Minutes of the 25 June 1881 meeting of the Town Trustees

2 Minutes of the 24 September 1880 meeting of the Town Trustees

21 Minutes of the 24 September 1880 meeting of the Town Trustees

22 Minutes d the 16 November 1880 meeting of the Town Trustees

2 Minutes of the 13 May 1881 meeting of the Town Trustees

24 Daphne Hutchinson and Theresa Reynalisthe Morning Side of the Blue Ridgecompilation of
articles published in thRappahannock Neviis 1983, page 92
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active church members remairféand the church building was officially closed
the following year.

In 1857, John G. Lane purchased d¢astern part of Lot 25which he conveyed

to Trinity Episcopal Church. The cornerstone of the church was laid on 30 Ma
1857, by the Masonic Lodge of Washington, Virginia, and construction by Jame
Leake Powers was completed within the year at a totalafo$1,800. The
original facade was board and batten and the style is Country Gothic.

In 1874 Mary Long of Baltimore, Maryland, purchased Lot 47 and deeded par
of the lot to the trustees of the Baptist Society of Christians and the Washingto
Masonic Lodge 78 for the purpose of erecting a Baptist ctfirSimce both the
Baptists and the Masons were looking for places to meet at the time, the
collaborated on constructing a building, with the Masons owning the top floor
and the Baptists ownintfpe res£® The Washington Baptist Church was built in
18741875 by Corbin L. Proctor, a carpenter from Shenandoah County,
Virginia.?® It is an impressive example of Renaissance revival style architecture

The First Washington Baptist Church is histodigabkignificant for its
construction for the AfricatAmerican religious community and for the
Oddfellows use of the second floor. The church was organized in 1876 b
Reverend George W. Horner. In 1880 the congregation purchased a small lot
land on MainStreet, just north of the original boundaries of the town. The
cornerstone was laid in 1881 and church construction was soon started, with on
third of the cost being borne by the Rising Hope Lodge Grand Order of Odc
Fellows who maintained an Assemblylif@bove the church sanctuaty.

In 1889, Baldwin B. Baggarly and his wife Emma gave a parcel of land
measuring 61' x 37' located at the southwest corner of Lot 43 to the Washingtc
Methodist Episcopal Church South, to be used as a place of divine worshiy
subject to authorizations by the General Conference of the CHuirough
many fundraisers and solicited contributions, $4;$8M00 was raised for
construction of the church. The cornerstone of the church was laid by
Washington Lodge No. 78, Anciehtee and Accepted Masons, in the northeast
corner of the foundation, as required by Masonic tradition. The inscription or
the stone reads "M. E. Church South, September 5, 1889." The building we

% Elisabeth B. and C. E. Johnson Rappahannock County, Virginia, A Histp@range, VA, Green
Publishers, 1981, page 155

26 Rappahannock County Deed Book K, page 301

2" Rappahannock County Deed Book N, page 268 and page 434

28 Elisabeth B. ad C. E. Johnson JRappahannock County, Virginia, A Histp@range, VA, Green
Publishers, 1981, page 172

2% National Register of Historic Places, 2006 resurvey, Section 8, page 31

%0 Elisabeth B. and C. E. Johnson Rappahannock Countyjrginia, A History, Orange, VA, Green
Publishers, 1981, page 174

31 Rappahannock County Deed Book R, page 475
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erected by John A. Cannon of Manassas, Virginia, andcaapleted during
1890.

Buildings and Residents in the Town

Washington was little impacted by the urbadustrial development of the
1800s. It remained a town of residences, commercial establishments iconic to
the time, five churches, and the courthoosmplex. Only a few buildingare
believed to have been constructed after the Civil War through the end of the
1800s. These included the five churches discussed above.

The Stonestreets lived on Lot 2 and 3, amdhe 1880s Haden Stonestreet
operated a blacksmith shop théteOn Lot 4, Lucy and Mary Nicare believed
to have operated a millinery shop from their hon———1 =

The physician, Dr. Adolphus W. Reithad his |——— |—— Bl
office in the building on Lot 6 and lived on Lot 21| *** iz
In the 1880s Reid was chairman of the Town |
Washington Board of TrusteésIn 1890 Dr. Lyle —
J. Millan had his offices in the building on Lot 6——
The building on Lo7 was owned by Lewis Fosset| " " |
who leased it to Robert M. Heteriekho used the s |
building as his law officé? Heterick had been | )

clerk of the Town of Washington Board of Truste
in 1839 and was a member of the Board of Trust| “*" | |
in 18552 during 1860 to 1881 he served as Cle| .| s |
of the Rappahannock County Court. On Lot 8 w——— | -~
|l ocated Deards Hotel ,——— ¢~ lr Mr

t 11

Tavern, acquired by Amos and Phebe Dear | ="
1850% A mercantile store that hasken built for 7 [ ... [
Mrs. Coxeds nephew, | (—— —— [ jcent
of the tavern, was owned by the Jett family and || : —
James W. Stonestreet during this pefiocaintie | " e N e clmveid
(Carter) Dudley and her husband Francis Dud |- T ]
lived in the house on Lot 9n 1880 thraigh 1910, == ==l
John and Lucy Cooper were the owners of Lot . }— b
he is believed to have had a saddler shop on =

lot.38

32 Rappahannock County Deed Book R, page 276
33 Minute Book, Town of Washington Board of Trustees, 15 July 1880
34 Rappahannock County Deed Book Bgp 138
35 Minute Book, Town of Washington Board of Trustees, 3 June 1839 and 5 August 1855
%6 Rappahannock County Deed Book H, page 421
%7 Rappahannock County Deed Book N, page 321, and Deed Book R, page 165
%8 Rappahannock County Land Records
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From 1854 to 1907 the house on Lot 12 was owned by Walker and Mary
Holland®*® He was a tailor and maintained his besisiin his home. He was also
the Washington postmaster, and the post offias located in a small omeom
building on the property. J.Y. Menefbad acquired Lot 13 in 1841 and Lot 14

in 18579 and br the next 70 years these two lots were the home of the Menefe:
family and their descendants. He was a distinguished lawyer, the count
Commonwealth Attorney in the 1850s, and a member of the Town of Washingto
Board of Trustees in 1835%.The Menefeesaised eleven children in their home.
John A. Compton purchased Lots 16 and 51 in 1863 for $49he two lots
remained in the Compton family for the next 85 years.

In 1815, James Yates and John Miller had purchased town Lot 18 for "the benet
of the piblic and on which is erected a house for public worsHipThe 1833

plan of the town of Washington shows that a meeting house was located on th
lot.** Apparently the building was abandoned and deteriorated, and the trustee
of "Old Church" relinquishe@ll claim to the lot. In 1880 they gave the lot,
known as "the Old Church Lot6 the Reformed Episcopal Churthin 1914

the trustees sold the lot to Eugenia Dudfey.

The attorney William J. Menefdeed purchased Lot 19, on which there was a
brick house, in 18441’ He was a member of the Washington Town Board of
Trustees in 1839 and 1843.1t is believed that the house was used by Union
forces during the War Between the States. In 1879 "Tranqudisyit' was then
known, was purchased by French Pendleton CaHerbrought his bride Judith
Terrier Miller of Poplar Shade to this home, and they raised a family of sever
children. He was born in Washington in 1845 aretldhere in 1920. He was a
member of Company G, 12th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry, became an attorne:
and served as Commo n wel879 ard dssExaMmingr ofr r
Records for the 26th Judicial District, and was a representative of the Senatori
District in the Virginia State Senate.

Dr. Adolphus Reid and his wife Mary lived on Lot 21Dr. Reid was retained
in a medical capacity annually for a stipulated sum by local families. He was
also chairman of the Washington Board of Trustees in tB6sf8

3% Rappahannockounty Deed Book I, page 451

40 Rappahannock County Deed Book H, page 501, and Deed Book K, page 154

41 Minute Book, Town of Washington Board of Trustees, 5 August 1855

42 Rappahannock County Deed Book L, page 283

43 Culpeper County Deed Book HH, p. 288

4 Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page 189

45 Rappahannock County Deed Book Q, page 327

46 Rappahannock County Deed Book 27, page 204

47 Rappahannock County Deed Book D, page 233

48 Minute Book, Town of Washington Board of Trustees, 3 June 1839, 14 April 1843

4% Mary Elizabeth HiteMy Rappahannock Story Bqdkhe Dietz Press, Richmond, Virginia, 1950, page 177
50 Rappahannock County Deed Book Q, page 443; 1850 Rappahannock County Land Records
51 Minute Book, Town of Washington Board of Trustees, 27 July 1880
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In 1880 Lot 23 was owned by William A. LillardThe buildings on the lot had

been destroyed by fire in about 189@nd a substantial house valued at $700 in

1900 was constructed by Lillard on the lot. A storehouse laeated on the
eastern part of Lot 24, possibly Jam
acres of land he acquired from William Porter in £79Zhe Cary family owned

this property from 1873 until 1903. On the western part of Lot 24 was Henry

Foste 6 s -nwmkeoshop in a log house at the northeast corner of Main and

Mi ddl e streets an d-makdrbhep Fostetovdsla mentbérs c
of the Washington Town Board of Trustees in 1855. In 1870 David Lloyd, a
mulatto, purchased the propertyfdanc onver t ed the | 0§ hou:

James Brereton Jonasd his wife Eliza lived in the large home on Lot 26, which

is now called fAThe Par sonagWashingtand i s
Jones also constructed a mercantile building fronting on Gay Street and three
dependencies to the home on land he owned that was part of Lot 27.

o >

e

Early photograph of the home of the Jones family. The entrance fronted on Main Street.
Photo courtesy of the Inn at Little Washington.

52 Notation from the 1890 Rappahannock County Land Book

53 Culpeper County Deed Book R, page 35

54 Rappahannock County Deed Book P, page 161, and Deed Book W, page 150
%5 Rappahannock County Deed Book M, page 285
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The three dependenaes & the Jones fahﬂily_home: the exterior kithen, dairy, and
smokehouse-root cellar. Photo by Peter Kramer in the early 1970s.

On the southeastern part of Lot 27 was a brick store acquired by Oliver P. Smit
in 1848°% he was a member of the Town of Washington Board of Trustees in
1843 and in 1855, Smith sold the property in 1870 to James WaymaB, N
Wayman, and James A. Templeman, merchants and partners, trading under 1
name of Wayman and Templen®inThe small log building now at 322 Main
Street is probably what some of the original buildings in the town of Washingt
looked like in the early 1800s.

Lots 28, 29, and 30 (except a small part of Lot 29) were owned by Benjamin F
Kinsey at his death in 1870. In 1877, a contract for sale of the property by hi
wi fe Ann V. Kinsey to t hE&pistopalGhturehess
described several commercial buildings on the lots. A blacksmith shop operate
by Ben Cliffenwas located at the southeast part of Lot 30 and a stable was locate
on the northeast part of Lot 28; a drug store waatked along Gay Street on the
northeast part of Lot 29, in the house that had belonged to John FefTIse.

| ots were acquired by Trinity Churc
Trinity Episcopal Churches, located in Woodville and Washington,
respectivel The property was knownanmd
Spilman/Kinsey house on Lot 29, fronting on Main Street and originally built in
the 1830s, was used by the ministers of the churches. Reverend Tellinghest &
Rev. QGaybrook lived in this house.

56 Rappahannock County Deed Book F, page 133 ané Bopage 376

57 Minute Book, Town of Washington Board of Trustees, June 1843, and 5 August 1855
%8 Rappahannock County Deed Book M, page 466

5% Rappahannock County Chancery Case 728

50 Rappahannock County Deed Book P, page 303
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On the northwestern part of Lot 31, facing Main Street, was a largedtuge
building with front porch galleries purchased Hgward Compton in 185%.
Through 1890, the property was owned by Elias Compton, and in 1883Moh
Clark purchased Lot 3. The building was known as Long Housghere
Washington Clark and then his son John operated Clark's Takgnls were
served in the late 1800s for 50 cents and on court peggle would line up,
from the courthouse down to this building, to be sefied.

The Academy, alspocwhbed 8BRabbIThisl Guomt
academy existed as a private institution before public education was instituted
With the formal establishment of the public school system in 1871, it became
Washingtonés public school. The buil
during the War Between the States. James Leake Powaes] and livedh the

house on Lot 37 with his third wife, Margaret Cary. They remained on Lot 37
until his death in 1889 at the age of 89 and her death in 1900. The family of
Jacob Nicol lived in the home on Lot 38. Napolean Nicol was a blacksmith and
had his blacksith shop, shoeshop, and wagon repair shop on Lot 38 until his
death in 1892. Another blacksmith shop, owned by Ben Cliffen, an African
American, was located on Lot 41.

Lots 39 and 40 were owhed by the fami
includingCat heri ne Cary, a danduyifebféeorgefl. Dan
Cary ( Three of Daniel OO0Nealeds daught
corner of Lot 39 is located a graveyard containing the graves of Susan Ellen Cary
(born1835, died 1903), Edward Cary (182898), George Michael Cary (1823
1894), and Dani ed1873Fd The huildeg tlahhag hoysdd8 7 3
Thornés Tavern and | ater the Washing
purchased by Baldwin Bradford Baggairtlyl866, who converted the old tavern

and school building into his honf&.

Lots 44, 45, and 46 were occupied by the courthouse complex, with its new
addition of the Treasureroés of fince in
the late 1800s and the property was purchased by Thomas Hayward, Clerk of the
Rappahannock County Colift.In 1848, Middleton Millethad acquired Lot 49

and Lot 50 from John S. Hughes, together with adjoining land to the south
which he built t% eeisbelisved tdihave bvedihahe log s . 0

61 Rappahannock County Deed Babkpage 309

52 Rappahannock County Deed Book S, page 397

53 Daphne Hutchinson and Theresa Reynalisthe Morning Side of the Blue Ridgecompilation of

articles published in thRappahannock Nevis 1983, page 113

54 Rappahannock County Deed Book P, page

% Rappahannock Historical Society cemetery records

% Rappahannock County Deed Book L, page 464; Jett also sold property to the east of the lots to Baggarly
57 Rappahannock County Deed Book T, page 210

%8 Rappahannock County Deed Book G, page 468
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cabin built on Lot 49 by Robert Dearing in the 1820s while he was constructing
AThe Maples. o Mill er remained the

Physicians in the Town

Dr. Adolphus W. Reidad his office in the building on Lot 6 and lived on Lot
21. In the 1880s Reid was chairman of the Town of Washington Board o
Trustees$® Dr. M.F. Hansbrough was treasurer of the Town Board of Trustees
in that year and later opened a drug storésay Street on Lot 29. In 1890 Dr.
Lyle J. Millan had his medical offices in the building on Lot 6. In 1900, three
other physicians were living in the town: Dr. Henry DeJaenetge 27; Dr.
Theodore L. Booten, age 37; and Dr. Edward W. Brown, agé B@oten was
selected as the first mayor of the town when it was incorporated in 1894; Browi
was appointed to the new Town Council as a councilman. Brown was the son
WhitfieldBr o wn , owner of Brownbdés Store i
M.D. degree from the University of Virginia, married Rappahannock County
native Elizabeth Eastham, and practiced medicine in Rappahannock County ft
over 60 years. He lived on town Lot a8d his office was located in a small
building at the southwest corner of the lot. Brown was an active Mason and
member of the Baptist church. He died on 2 June 1950 at the age of 92 years.

Newspapers

In 1877 the first newspapar Rappahannock Countyhe Rappahannock News
was started by J.R. Grove but survived for only one y&ae Blue Ridge Echo
quickly followed, published from 1878 until 1882 by Rappahannock Judge W.W.
Moffett. This was followed byrhe Callwhich had a bef existence and then by
The Blue Ridge Guidstarted in 1886 by W.B. Settle who publisfide Guide

until his death in 1889. The business was then sold by the Settle estate to Geo!
E. Cary, who had been Sett ]| ededunger i r
the capable management of Cary until his health failed and the newspaper clos
its offices in 19361

Activities and Entertainment
Entertainment was simple in this era. Croquet was very popular, as was ridin

horses and just walkirground the town of Washingtdh.The Academy on Lot
34 (ARabbit Gumo) served as somewha

9 Minute Book, Town of Washington Board of Trustees, 15 July 1880

0U.S. census for 1900

“"An excellent history of Rappahannock Countyo6s n
Hutchinson and Theresa Reynol@s) the Morning Side of the Blue Ridgecompilation of articles

published in thé&kappahannock Nevis 1983, pages 12824

2 Daphne Hutchinson and Theresa Reynalisthe Morning Side of the Blue Ridgage 31
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for dances, prayer meetings, lectures, and pdfti€ne large affair occurred on

5 September 1882. Thj s TwasnamemB a s&
sponsored by Athe young men of Washi
near Mill erds Grove at 2pm and dancir

8pm. The Committee of Invitation included Charles Green, James Jett, George
W. Kinsey, John F. Lillard, A.G. Miller, and Byrd Willis. The Committee of
Arrangement included Charles C. Eastham, Thomas F. Hayward, W.A. Jordan,
and H.M. Miller™ In 1897, a concert was held to benefit the construction of the
Confederate monumeat the courthouse grounds.

Incorporation of the Town, 1894

Until 1894, the town was still managed by a Board of Trustees, as directed by the
original 1796 legislation that created the town. This changed in early 1894, when
the tavn of Washington was incorporated.

On 12 February 1894, the General Assembly of Virgpaassed an act "to
incorporate the townf Washington in the county of Rappahannock." The act
stated that the town would become a m
of the town "shall be vested in a council of seven." The Act described elections

of the town council, taxation of reahd personal property, and various other
matters pertaining to management of the town. It also enlarged the town such
that the boundaries of the town "shall extend three hundred yards on every side
beyond the boundaries of the said town, as described oritfinal charter of the

said town."

Acts of the General Assembly of Virginia, Chapter 228. An act to incorporate the
town of Washington, in the county of Rappahannock. Approved February 12,
1894.

1. Be it enacted by the general assembly of Virginia, That the territory
contained within the limits set forth and described in section two of this act be
deemed and taken as the town of Washington, and the inhabitants of the town of
Washington, for all purposes for which towns are incorporated in this
commonwealth, shall be a body politic, in fact and in name, under the style and
denomination of the town of Washington, and as such shall have, exercise and
enjoy all the rights, immunities, powers and privileges, and be subject to all the
duties and obligations incumbent upon and pertaining to said town as a municipal
corporation.

8 Recollections of William E. Compton, articlesThe Rappahannock Neiws1956
74 Daphne Hutchinson and Theresa Reynalisthe Morning Side of the Blue Ridgage 53
> Daphne Hutchinson and Theresa Reynalisthe Morning Side of the Blue Ridgage 114
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2. The boundaries of the said town shall extend three hundred yards on every
side beyond the boundaries of the said town, as described in the original charter
of the said town.*

3. The government of the said town shall be vested in a council of seven, to
be elected by ballot on the first Saturday in June, eighteen hundred and ninety-
five, and every two years thereafter.

4. Any person entitled to vote in the county of Rappahannock, and residing
within the corporate limits of the said town thirty days previous to any election,
shall be entitled to vote at all elections under this act of incorporation.

5. The mayor shall appoint two members of the council, who, with the clerk
of the council, shall hold said election between the hours of one in the afternoon
and sunset, and they shall decide any contest with reference to the right of any
individual to vote, and shall count the ballots. In case it is impossible to decide
the seven who have the highest number of votes by reason of a tie, the said clerk
shall decide in the presence of the two councilmen aforesaid by lot. Said clerk
shall immediately thereafter make out and deliver to each one of the councilmen
elected a certificate of his election.

6. The following named persons are hereby appointed to fill the following
offices until the first day of July, eighteen hundred and ninety-five, and until their
successors are elected and qualified T namely: Theodore L. Booton, mayor; E.
W. Brown, Clarence J. Miller, John F. Lillard, James F. Strother, junior, H. M.
Dudley and C. E. Johnson, councilmen. The said council, which includes the
mayor as president thereof, shall have the power to appoint a sergeant,
treasurer, commissioner of the revenue, and such other officers as may be
necessary, who shall be elected by the qualified voters of said town on the first
Saturday in June, eighteen hundred and ninety-five, their term of office to begin
on the first day of July following, and the said officers shall be elected biennially
thereafter.

7. The mayor and councilmen shall qualify by taking an oath of office before
any person qualified to administer oaths, and if the mayor or any of the above
appointed councilmen should fail to qualify for the days after four of those above
named shall have qualified, they shall be deemed to have declined said office,
and those who have qualified shall proceed to fill the vacancies thus existing. All
the officers of the corporation shall serve without compensation, except as
hereinafter provided, and except that they receive the fees allowed by law for
acting as justice in any case. Any of the said officers may be removed from office
by the unanimous vote of the council for good cause. The council at its first
regular meeting shall elect a mayor pro tempore, who shall have all the powers
of the mayor in his absence, or when from any cause the mayor is unable to
discharge his duties as such. The mayor shall be the presiding officer of the
council, but shall have no vote except in case of a tie. The mayor shall and may
exercise all jurisdiction, civil and criminal, now by law conferred upon justices of
the peace; shall preserve peace and good order in said town, and to this end
shall be a conservator of the peace, with all the powers of the same, and shall
be entitled to the same fees as a justice of the peace.

8. That for the purpose of maintaining the police regulations of said town
under the authority of this act, the jurisdiction of the corporate authorities thereof
shall be and the same is hereby, made to extend one mile beyond the limits of
the said town.
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9. The sergeant of said town shall have the same power and discharge the
same duties as constable within the corporate limits of said town, and to the
distance of one mile beyond the same. He shall have power to arrest in said
town, or anywhere within Rappahannock county, upon a warrant issued by the
mayor or a justice of the peace, any person charged with a violation of the laws
of this commonwealth or ordinances of said town, and where the same are
committed in his presence within the limits of said town, he shall have authority
and power to attest forthwith, without warrant, the offender and carry him before
the mayor or some conservator of the peace of said town, to be dealt with
according to law. The council may appoint him as collector of taxes and levies,
allowing him a certain per-centum for collecting the same.

10. The person whose duty it is to collect town levies, taxes and fines shall
have the same power to distrain therefor as tax collectors have in similar cases.

11. The council may impose a tax on the real and personal estate in said
town, which shall not exceed thirty cents on the one hundred dollars of the
assessed value thereof. The council may also impose a license tax for the
privilege of doing any business within the corporate limits, to be half as much as
now imposed by law in this state, and it may impose a poll tax not to exceed fifty
cents per capita on every male inhabitant of said town over the age of twenty-
one years. In case aliquor license should be granted, the license tax for keeping
a bar-room shall not be less than fifteen dollars nor more than thirty dollars per
annum, to be determined by a majority of the council, and for selling liquor not
be drunk on the premises, not less than ten dollars nor more than twenty-five
dollars per annum, to be determined likewise by a majority vote of the council.

12. The council shall have power to make accurate bounds of existing streets,
to compel the removal of obstructions therefrom, and to lay off and have new
streets, alleys, sidewalks, and to provide and protect shade trees thereon. The
council of said town shall have the same jurisdiction for condemning lands for
streets, alleys, and sidewalks of said town as the county court has for
condemning land for road purposes. The council shall have power to provide
against and prevent the running at large of hogs, dogs, horses and other animals;
to prevent the cumbering of streets, sidewalks and alleys; to make sanitary
regulations in reference to contagious or other diseases; to regulate the building
of houses, stables, privies, hog-pens and slaughter-houses; to abate nuisances
at the expense of those who cause them; to restrain and punish drunkards,
vagrants and street-beggers; and to make, pass and ordain such ordinances,
rules, regulations and by-laws as they may deem necessary for the general good.

13. The council shall keep in order the streets, alleys and walks of said town;
and it may require the male inhabitants over sixteen years of age to work on the
same. The inhabitants of the said town shall not be required to work on the
county roads, nor shall the real and personal property in said town be subject to
taxation for county road purposes.

14. The said town shall be allowed the use of the jail of Rappahannock county
for the safe-keeping and confinement of all persons who shall be sentenced to
imprisonment under the general laws or ordinances of said town; and when any
judgment shall be rendered against a person for any fine or penalty under an
ordinance of said town, and the same be not immediately paid, the person or
persons so in default may be required, by order of the court passing sentence,
to work out such fine or penalty on the public streets or other public
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improvements, at fifty cents a day, under the direction of the sergeant, and under
such rules and regulations as may be deemed proper by the council.
15. This act shall be in force from its passage.

*The "original charter" is the act of the Virginia General Assembly that established the
town on 14 December 1796.

The First Washington Town Council and the Ordinance Adopted by the
Council, 1894

The following individuals were appointed to fill the office of Town Councilmen
when the town was incorporated in 1894: Dr. Theodore L. Booten, Mayor; Dr
E. W. Brown, Dr. C. E. Johnson, Judge H. M. Dudley, James French Strothe
Clarence J. Miller, and John F. Lillard. Baldwin B. Baggavhs Treasureof

the Town, James L. Oden was Town Sergeant, and J. F. Lillard was Sheriff. Tt
Town Council adopted an ordinange 15 March 1894, shortly after the town's
incorporation act was passed.

ORDINANCE
of the
Town of Washington, Virginia,
Adopted March 15th, 1894.

1. The tax levy shall from time to time be laid by the Council and until changed
shall be as follows: On each one hundred dollars in value, twenty-five cents on
each titheable.

2. The annual tax on licenses shall be as provided in the following

SCHEDULE

On merchants, attorneys, physicians and dentists, and all persons engaged in
any occupation not herein specifically mentioned, liable to be taxed by the town,
an amount equal to one-third of the State tax.

Peddlers, $2.50

Auctioneers, $2.50

Common Criers, $1.00

Junk Dealers, $5.00

Daguerrean artists or photographers, $2.50

Houses of private entertainment, $2.50

Boarding houses, $2.50

Eating houses, $2.50

Billiard tables, etc., $10.00

Circus shows, etc., each exhibition, $10.00

Theatrical performance where admittance more than 25 cents, $2.50
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Same where under 25 cents, $1.50

Hobby horses, 2.50 first day and each day or part of day, $1.00
Livery stables, $2.50

Standing Stallion or Jackass, $2.50

On liquor dealers for barroom license, $25.00

Retail liquor, $20.00

3. It shall be the duty of the Assessor to make the above-named assessments
and return them to the town Treasurer on or before the first day of May in each
year, and if the same be not paid by the 15th day of May the Treasurer shall
make out a ticket therefor with five percent added, and collect the same in the
manner provided by law, and all taxes upon licenses for business commencing
after the first of May shall be payable immediately upon assessment and if not
so paid it shall be the duty of the Treasurer to collect the same according to law
with five per cent added.

4. No person shall within the corporate limits of the town of Washington, or within
one mile of the boundary of said town, sell wine, ardent spirits, either by
wholesale or retail, or to be drunk at the place where sold or in any manner,
without having obtained a license therefor. The tax on these licenses shall be as
follows:

On a retail liquor dealer, $20.00

On a bar room liquor dealer, $25.00.

On a license to a bar-room dealer or to a retail dealer who sells only malt liquor
the tax shall be $25.00 for both privileges.

Any ordinary keeper, $30.00, and he may also obtain a license as a retail liquor
dealer by the payment of an additional tax of $20.00.

Any druggist who desires to do so may obtain a retail liquor dealers license, and
he shall be subject to and governed by the provisions of Section 13 of an act of
the General Assembly approved March 3, 1880.

5. The Mayor of the town for the time being shall be the head of the police and
subject to such provisions as the Council may prescribe; shall have full control
over them and may suspend for cause any member thereof.

6. The Mayor may when from peculiar circumstances he shall believe it
necessary to appoint special policemen to the extent the public necessity shall
require, provided he shall report such appointment to the Council at its next
meeting.

7. The Sergeant shall report to the Mayor every day all that he is bound to notice
in the discharge of his duty. At least twice in every week he shall make personal
inspection of all the streets and alleys of the town and give information to the
Mayor of any violation of the laws of the State or ordnances of the town
concerning any matter of police regulation.

8. The Sergeant shall report to the Mayor every nuisance or obstruction that he
may find on or in any alley, sidewalk, creek, gutter or drain, in any house or on
any land within the corporate limits, and he shall execute the order of the Mayor
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in regard thereto. He shall report to the Mayor every violation of any ordinance,
and give such other notice and information as may be useful in the enforcement
of any ordinance. Whenever in his opinion repairs are required to any street or
public alley he shall without delay report the same to the Committee on Streets.

9. The town shall provide for keeping its streets and alleys in good repair.

10. All pavements and sidewalks now in existence or hereafter to be made shall
be kept in repair, and when necessary reconstructed at the expense of the town.

11. It shall not be lawful for any person to place or cause to be placed any goods,
wares, merchandise, wood, coal, plank, boxes or other property more than two
feet from the wall of his building, or in or upon or on the side of any street, alley
or sidewalk of the town and permit the same to remain longer than is actually
necessary for its removal. Nor shall it be lawful for any person to permit any
goods, wares, merchandise, wood, coal, plank, boxes, barrels or other property
to remain on the sidewalks or alleys of said town in front of his premises between
sunset and sunrise, and any person violating this ordinance shall be fined not
less than one nor more than five dollars for each offence. Provided that any
owner or occupant of property may erect a mounting block on the outer edge of
the sidewalk not more than three feet in length and eighteen inches in width.

12. Snack stands, cake and lemonade stands, and other stands of like
description occupying any street or sidewalk are hereby declared to be nuisances
without permission of the Mayor.

13. It shall not be lawful for any person to deposit the sweepings of his store
house, dwelling, shop or other building, or any paper, ashes, damaged fruit, or
to allow chips or trash from wood cutting to remain upon any street, alley or
sidewalk or in any drain, creek or sewer in the town. Any person violating any
provision of this section shall be fined one dollar for every offence.

14. It shall not be lawful for any person to loaf or loiter upon any pavement or
sidewalk in the town to the annoyance of the occupant of any property along the
same. Any person found so loafing or loitering shall upon complaint of any such
occupant be arrested by the police and upon conviction before the Mayor shall
be fined not more than one dollar for each offence.

15. It shall not be lawful for any persons to congregate on any sidewalk or
crossing in such a manner as to hinder or obstruct any person walking along the
same, and it shall be the duty of the Sergeant to keep the crossings clear and
the sidewalks open for the passage of persons using the same. Any person
violating this ordinance shall on conviction be fined not exceeding one dollar.
This ordinance, at the discretion of the Mayor, may be suspended on public
occasions.

16. If any person shall leave his horse, mule or team unhitched and unattended
or shall willfully gallop or recklessly drive the same or suffer the same to run at
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large in any street or alley of the town he shall be fined not less than one nor
more than ten dollars for every such offence.

17. No horse shall be allowed to stand upon any sidewalk or pavement under a
penalty of fifty cents to be paid by the owner or person having charge of such
horse i one-half to go to the Sergeant.

18. It shall not be lawful for any person to obstruct any street or sidewalk within
the town by playing ball or by playing bandy or at marbles or at any other game
or occupation. Any person violating this ordinance shall be fined not exceeding
one dollar for each offence.

19. For the more perfectly securing of such prisoners as may be compelled to
work on the streets, the Mayor may have provided a ball and chain for each
prisoner so worked on the streets, to be affixed to his leg before leaving the jail
and not to be taken off until his return to the jail.

20. Whenever any person shall be imprisoned for the nonpayment of a fine or
other penalty or costs of prosecution and shall be compelled to work on the
streets as herein provided, he shall be credited on his fine or penalty and costs
such sum for each day's labor as may be prescribed by the Council, and until
further order the said compensation is fixed at fifty cents per day.

21. All vagrants or persons without visible means of support found within the
limits of the town shall be at once arrested by the Sergeant, and upon conviction
of said offence shall be punished at the discretion of the Mayor by fine, by
confinement in jail not exceeding thirty days, or by labor upon the streets for a
like period.

22. If any person shall, without permission of the Mayor, set off or discharge any
torpedo, pop-cracker or any fire-works or any combination of gunpowder or other
combustible or dangerous material within the limits of the corporation, he shall
be fined at the discretion of the Mayor not exceeding ten dollars.

23. Any person who shall sell without license any wine, ardent spirits, malt liquors
or a mixture of any of them within the corporate limits, he shall be fined the sum
of twenty dollars for every such offence, one-half of which shall go to the informer.

24. If any person licensed to sell wine, ardent spirits, malt liquors or any mixture
of any of them to any intoxicated person, or permit any intoxicated person to drink
any intoxicating spirits at his bar-room or other place of business, or shall permit
any drunken person to stop in his bar-room or other room connected therewith,
he shall forfeit to the town not less than one nor more than twenty dollars.

25. If any person licensed to sell as aforesaid shall permit any person notoriously
incapable of controlling his appetite for intoxicating spirits to drink at his place of
business or room connected therewith, or shall sell to any such person any
intoxicating spirits, he shall forfeit to the town not less than ten nor more than
twenty dollars. And if he knowingly sells any wine, ardent spirits, malt liquor or
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any mixture of any of them to a third party for the use of such person so incapable
of controlling his appetite, he shall forfeit the sum of twenty dollars, one-half of
which shall go to the informer.

26. If any person licensed as aforesaid shall permit any minor to enter his bar-
room or other room connected therewith or to stop therein he shall forfeit to the
town not less than one nor more than ten dollars. And if he permits such minor,
without such permission of parent or guardian, to drink any intoxicating spirits at
such place he shall forfeit to the town an additional sum of five dollars. And if
any retail liquor merchant shall sell or give to any such minor or any wine, ardent
spirits or malt liquor, or any mixture of any of them, he shall forfeit to the town not
less than one nor more than ten dollars.

27. The Mayor, or in his absence the Mayor pro tempore, may, whenever in his
opinion the good order of the town requires it, notify all persons so licensed to
close the bar rooms or other places of business, and any person so licensed who
shall thereupon refuse or neglect to close his bar room or other place of business,
shall be fined five dollars and the further sum of twenty dollars for every fifteen
minutes thereafter that he shall continue to keep open his bar room or other room
connected therewith.

28. It shall not be lawful for any person to discharge any gun or other firearms
within the limits of the corporation. Any person violating this ordinance shall be
fined not less than one nor more than five dollars for each offence. Provided that
the occupant of any lot may discharge such firearms into the ground on his lot
for the purpose of unloading and cleaning the same, and may shoot at rats or
other noxious animals or birds on his premises.

29. Any person who shall be guilty of riot, rout or unlawful assembly or assault
and battery, or any offence which would amount to a breach of the peace and
any person who shall in any public place contend with angry words or use
indecent or profane language, shall be fined for each offence not less than one
nor more than twenty dollars.

30. Any person who shall willfully disturb any assembly of persons met for the
worship of God, whether he be in or outside of said assembly, shall be fined for
every such offence not less than two nor more than twenty dollars.

31. If any person shall be found guilty of willfully obstructing the officers or agents
of the town in the discharge of their duties he shall be fined not less than five nor
more than twenty dollars for each offence.

32. If any person shall suffer his cow or ox to run at large between the hours of
dusk and sunrise in the streets or alleys of the town, or shall permit his cows or
oxen to run at large in the streets in the day time, such person so offending shall
be fined not less than one nor more than five dollars for every such offence. This
law to take effect from May 1st, 1894.
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33. No hog shall be suffered to run at large within the corporate limits. It shall
be the duty of the Sergeant to take up every hog so found running at large and
report the same to the Mayor.

34. |If at any time the Mayor has cause to apprehend the existence of
hydrophobia or madness among the dogs of the town it shall be lawful for him to
require, by proclamation placarded in conspicuous places, that all the dogs be
confined to the lots of their owners for such time as he may prescribe, and all
dogs found going at large contrary to such requirement be killed in such manner
as he may direct. The owner of any such dog so found going at large shall forfeit
$2.50 for every such offence.

35. Any person having in his possession any proud slut and suffering the same
to run at large within the corporate limits in that condition, or allowing it to remain
on his premises to the annoyance of the neighborhood, shall be fined one dollar
for every day said animal shall run at large or so annoy the neighborhood.

36. All householders are hereby required to clean their privies and hog-pens
thoroughly and keep them in good order. Any person failing to do so after twenty-
four hours notice by the Sergeant shall be fined two dollars for every day he shall
fail to comply with this regulation.

37. All privies and hog-pens that open for the escape of filth on any street or
public alley of the town, or into the channel of any creek or drain or any sewer
and also any privies and hog-pens that stand within five feet of the margin of any
street, alley, channel, creek, drain or sewer (having their openings for the escape
of filth toward such street, alley, etc.) are hereby declared to be nuisances and
the owners or occupants of the premises on which such are situated, shall be
fined not less than one dollar for each day they shall remain after notice from the
Sergeant to remove them.

38. If any person shall in the day time bathe in any creek or stream within the
limits of the corporation, or in any manner indecently expose his person, he shall
be fined not exceeding five dollars for every such offence.

39. If any person shall pollute the water of any of the public springs, pumps or
wells, he shall be fined not less than one nor more than five dollars for every such
offence.

40. If any person shall tear down or deface any bill or advertisement so long as
the same may be of benefit to the party causing it to be posted he shall upon
conviction be fined not less than one nor more than ten dollars, one-half of which
shall go to the informer; provided, that nothing herein shall prevent anyone from
tearing down advertisements posted on his own premises.

41. If anyone shall be found guilty of injuring any shade trees upon any of the

streets, alleys or public grounds of the town, he shall be fined not less than one
nor more than five dollars for each tree so injured.
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42. If any person shall willfully tear down or deface any stake, post or other
landmark erected as a guide for curbing or other purposes he shall be fined not
less than one nor more than five dollars for each offence.

43. If any person shall be found guilty of breaking or defacing any of the lamps,
either public or private, or other property of any description he shall be fined for
each offence not exceeding twenty dollars.

44. The foregoing ordinances shall take effect from and after the first day of April,
1894 (except Nos. 32 and 33) which shall take effect from and after May 1st,
1894.

Authorization to Impose Property Taxes and Fees, 1898

In an act of the Virginia General Assemlggssed on 28 February 1898, the
Town Council was autirized to impose a property tad other fees, with a
further provision prohibiting the granting by the court of a license for the sale of
liquor without the consent in writing of the majority of the electors of the town
gualified to vote.

Acts of the General Assembly of Virginia, Chapter 584. An act to amend and re-
enact section 11 of an act entitled an act to incorporate the town of Washington,
in the county of Rappahannock, approved February 12, 1894, with license to sell
liquor in said town. Approved February 28, 1898.

1. Be it enacted by the general assembly of Virginia, That section eleven of
an act entitled an act to incorporate the town of Washington, in the county of
Rappahannock, approved February twelfth, eighteen hundred and ninety-four,
be amended and re-enacted so as to read as follows:

"11. The council may impose a tax on real and personal estate in said town,
which shall not exceed thirty cents on the one hundred dollars of the assessed
value thereof. The council may also impose a license tax for the privilege of
doing any business within the corporate limits of said town, to be half as much
as may be imposed by the existing laws of the state on such business, for state
purposes, and may also impose a full tax not to exceed fifty cents per capita on
every male inhabitant of said town over the age of twenty-five years. In case a
liquor license should be granted the license tax to sell by retail as now provided
by law shall not be less than twenty-five dollars nor more than fifty dollars, to be
determined by a majority vote of the council; provided, however, that no license
to sell wine, ardent spirits, malt liquors, or any mixtures thereof, alcoholic bitter,
or fruit preserved in alcohol by wholesale or retail, or in any other way, in the
corporate limits of said town or within one mile thereof shall be granted by the
county court of the county of Rappahannock nor by any other authority to any
person or persons, clubs, firms, or corporations, unless and until the applicant
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for such business shall file before the court the consent in writing of a majority of
the electors of said town as to the number of such electors shall be accepted as
prima facie correct."

2. This act shall be in force from its passage.

Sheriff Lillard planted young shade trees on the courthouse green in 1889,
producing fione of ni c & datthewrhafthecensuty, | aw
Washington was a charming rural town, its dusty streets lit by gas aghts
shaded by towering treés.

"6 Blue Ridge Guidel8 April 1889
“"Caption to an fAOut of t heRapbahannackoNeywsd dugustd982 ph publ i s
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Chapter 6. Washington in the Early 1900s

At the beginning of the 1900s,ehown population was almost 300 persons.
Recovery from the Civil War and the counteyde depression of the 1870s had
been slow, but times were becoming more prosperous by the turn of the centur
Telephonesvere being introduced. €&Hhfirst ones were in stores, as they were
considered to be business tools. Later, the telephone became a social instrum
when the party line was established. Bhge Ridge Guid&vas being published

by George E. Cary and servad a weekly source of information. Automobiles
began to appear shortly before World War I, but roads through the town wer
still quite primitive.

A Confederate Monumemtaserected in 190@t the north end of the courthouse
complex through the efforts of the local chapter of the Daughters of the
Confederacy, to honor the men from Rappahannock County who served the
cause in the Civil Wa.

Government

The Virginia Constitutional Convention of 190902 resulted itegislation that
abolished monthly Court days in the town (and in other County seats) and creat:
24 circuit courts for the State. The legislation also instituted a poll tax of $1.5(
for all voters.

An Act of the General Assembly in 1903 contained stringent regulations for
saloons in towns with less than 500 population, and all saloons in the town wel
forced to close. In 1914, prohibitiovas adopted. During prohibition, a law was
passed deghed to punish drinkers. In addition to a fine for drinking in public,
there was a $10 fee paid to the law official who arrested the offender. The la\
was designed to encourage the arrest and prosecution of those fountl drunk.

In about 1910, the Coun8upervisors discovered that no county taxes had been
collected from the town residents for several years past, and the Commonweal
Attorney was instructed to take ste
may bear their proper proportion of the ta t i# Bunthe because of the more

complex budgeting and financial obligations of the town, the Town Treasurel

1In 2006, the monument wésund to be in poor condition, and the County contracted with Conservation
Solutions, Inc., to repair and refurbishRgppahannock New&6 March 2006).
2 Recollections of Aubrey Keyser, son of Hubert Keyser who was sheriff during®119 in Daphne
Hutchinson and Theresa Reynol@s) the Morning Side of the Blue Ridgecompilation of articles
published in th&Rappahannock Nevis 1983, page 991
3 Elisabeth B. and C.E. Johnson Rappahannock County, Virginia, A HistoGreen Publishers, Orange,
VA, 1981, p. 60
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became more and more unable to accomplish his duties. Finally, an emergency
situation arose when the Town Treasurer resigned and a catdedamount of

taxes were still unpaid. To rectify this situation, the Virginia General Assembly
passed an Act on 15 March 1915 whereby the Rappahannock County treasurer
took over the former duties of the treasurettef Town of Washington. The
County Treasurer was to collect all property, license, and capitation taxes due to
the Town and disburse the Townédés fund
Council.

Acts of the General Assembly of Virginia, Chapter 96. An act to amend and re-
enact an act entitled an act to incorporate the town of Washington, in the county
of Rappahannock, approved February 12, 1894, as amended by an act approved
February 28, 1898, by adding thereto an additional section, to be known as
section 16. Approved March 15, 1915.

1. Be it enacted by the general assembly of Virginia, That an act entitled an act
to incorporate the town of Washington, in the county of Rappahannock, approved
February twelfth, eighteen hundred and ninety-four, as amended by an act
approved February twenty-eighth, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, be
amended and re-enacted by adding thereto an additional section, to be known
as section sixteen, and to read as follows:

Sec. 16. The treasurer of the county of Rappahannock and his successors in
office, by virtue of this act shall be treasurer of the town of Washington, and as
such shall provide a separate account, and proceed to collect by such process
as other taxes are now collected by law, all property, license and capitation tax
that are now due and as the same shall hereafter become due said town, and
the said treasurer and his sureties, shall be accountable to said town for same
as for other funds now committed to him by law as treasurer of Rappahannock
county; and said treasurer shall disburse such funds in his possession belonging
to said town according to orders from the town council, and he shall render
statements of his receipts and disbursements to said town council when so
requested by them, and said treasurer shall settle his accounts with said town
council annually. As treasurer of the town of Washington said treasurer shall
receive for his services such fees as are now allowed him by law as county
treasurer, to be paid out of the town fund.

All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this act are hereby repealed.

An emergency existing by reason of the fact that the town treasurer has
resigned and a considerable amount of the taxes are now unpaid, thereby
necessitating the immediate execution of the provisions of this act, the same shall
be in force from its passage.

On 29 September 1917, the Washington Town Council enacted ararcdi
affirming the names of the streets and lot numbers in the town to be the same as
those then in use. Although the Town Council was not aware of this in 1917,
these street names and lot numbers were the same as those in the plan of the town
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submitted ¢ the Virginia General Assembly by Calvert, Wheeler, Jett, and Porter
in 17974 The 1917 ordinance was readopted and affirmed by the Town Counci
on 17 May 1930.

Mud was a problem in the early 1900s. The streets were unpaved. To cope wi
the mud, woden and brick sidewalksere installed in front of the courthouse
buildings; the first cement sidewalks were poured in the town in the $920s.
1924, W.C. Campbell was contracted with to construct a cement walk and fenc
in front of the courthouse yard at a cost of $388.80 for the walk and $282.80 fo
the fence.

Newspapers

The Blue Ridge Guideewspaper was serving the town in this era. The first
newspaperThe Rappahannock Newsad started in 1877 and swed for one
year. TheBlue Ridge Echfollowed and was published from 1883 to 1888. The
Blue Ridge Guidwas started in 1888 and survived for 47 years under the capabl
management of George Camtil 1936 when his health failed and the newspaper
closed its offices. There was no paper published until 1949 wWihnn
Rappahannock Newsas reopened by Lucy Catherine Bowied her brother
Bruce Bowie. The offices of this newspaper were first located on the west sid
of Lot 25 where the Trinity Church parking lot is today, and then moved to a new
building on Lot 13. This newspaper publishedhgnarticles about the town, as
we l | as summaries of the minutes of
Although ownership of this paper changed several times, in 2018 it was still bein
published weekly from offices that were still located in then@fWashington.

The Post Office

Until about 1909, the Washington Post Office was located on Lot 12, owned b
Walker and Mary Holland. Walker was a tailor and maintained his business i
his home, as well as the postoffcer whi ch he was post
death in 1909, the post of f i-stoeybrigla s
mercantile store on the southeast corner of Gay and Jett streets on Lot 27. Fr
about 1915 until 1956, the post office wasgdted in the former site of the
Rappahannock National Bank on the northeast corner of Main and Jett stree
Postmaster Jay West Brown is stated to have blown a fox horn when the me

4 See Chapter 2; George Calvert, James Jett Jr., James Wheeler, and William Porter, Culpeper County, 1
December 1797, Legislative Petitions Digital Collection, Library of Virginia, Richmond, VA, Record number
000154073; also, Legislativesttions of the General Assembly, 177865, Accession Number 36121, Box

58, Folder 71.

5 Rappahannock County Deed Book 36, page 1

5 Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, 2017, page 5
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was ready for pickup.In 1934, W. Arthur Millerwas appointed as postmaster
and served in this capacity for 31 years, retiring in 1965. Miller was a native of
Rappahannock County and was the son of Senator and Mrs. John Miller. He and
his wife Emily Brent Miller lived at Mount Prospe After his retirement, he

was active in foxhunting and organized the Rappahannock Hunt, the first hunt
club in the County.

Banks

The town had three banks the early part of the 1900s. In 1900, a istory
frame building on Gay Street across from the courthouse, that had been a saloon,
was purchased by C.J. Rixey who converted the building into a branch of the
Farmers and Merchants BahkThis bank was shofived, as Rixey sold the
property in 1903 to the Rappahannock National BdnKhe president of this

new bank was H.M. Dudley, and the bank had received authorization to
commence Wbsiness the prior
year!! The frame building on the
property was the site of the bank for
several years, until the building was
moved to the northeast corner of
Jett and Main streets on Lot 27;
there it continued to serve as the
bank until a new bank buildg
made of brick was constructed in
19141915 on the original parcel of
land on Gay Streét.

A drawing of the Rappahannock
National Bank used on bank checks
in the 1900s

The third bank ,coessuctedn19@tontlzeisdutbveest Stnerr e
of Main and Calvert streets (Lot 6). William M. Stuart operated a merchandise
store in the building; he also loaned money from an enormous safe in the rear of
the building. Stuart was forced by the federal government & ¢loe bank in

7 Statement by Joan Culmer Pl&gppahannock News3 September 2018

8 Rappahannock New23 December 1965, quoted in the 28 June 2018 edition of the newspaper

9 Rappahannock County Deed Book V, page 62; this property became Tax M&p8E0A

19 Rappahannock County Deed Book W, page 95

1 Treasury Department diicate No. 6443 authorizing the bank to commence business, dated 29 September
1902, copy in Rappahannock Historical Society files

12 Cover photograph, Kathryn Lyncimages of America, Rappahannock Couptystcard cancedtamped in
1906 s howi ovegthedVRia Btiesd doar bf the building, Rappahannock Historical Society files; the
construction date of 1914915 is based on information from Rappahannock County Land Books which show
that the value of the building on the Gay Street property increem@db380 in 1914 to $1950 in 1915.
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the 1920s because the government no longer recognized private banks. It
believed to have been the last private bank in the United States.

A few days after President Roosevelt took office in 1933, he ordered all banks i
the U.S. to ase. Those that were in sound financial shape, such as th
Rappahannock National Bank, were closed for only four days but many bank
did not reopen for 30 days or mdfe. The Rappahannock National Bank
remained in the town through the 1900s but movedbtdwn to a location on
Route 211 in 2003, leaving the town with no financial institution.

Electricity and Telephones

During the 1920s, the use of electric power was becoming increasingly mor
important. Page Power Company, later Northern Virginia Pd@@mnpany
strung lines along the roads with outlets going to individual houses and stores.

Telephone®perated through a switchboard were introduced to the town in the
1920s. The first switchlawd was operated by Daisy Fox Partlow and the central
telephone office was located in her home on Lot 21. For thirteen years from 193
until dial telephones were installed in 1949, Mrs. Alfred Verner and her
daughters Phyllis and Mary operated the switetiti from their home in
Washington, first at the Stone House, then at the CBridley House on Lot 9,
then at the Bywaters House on Middle Street. The switchboard providesli24
service for residents of Washington, Sperryville, and Flint Hill and ected to
Front Royal and Culpepét.Callers would crank their phones, causing a light to
blink on the switchboard, and one of the operators would connect the caller t
the desired person. Routite-clock phone service meant that someone had to
be attending the switchboard at all times.

The switchboard operators performed other services. The fire siren was in the
home and when the operators received notification of a fire they set off the sirel
After a fire siren, there would be a flurry of calls to the switchboard asking where
the fire was, who was involved, and how much damage was done. The operatc
usually knew where everyone was, not only because they placed calls fror
various places but also because people would ring up and tell the operators whe
they were so that calls coultet directed there. It was an accepted fact that the
operators knew everything that was going on. In addition to completing calls, i
was customary for the operators to dispens¢ottpe-minute reports on birth,
deaths, and marriages and offer informatabout who had been where with

Blnterview with Giles Miller, who worked at Culp
Theresa Reynolds, compilef3n the Morning Side of the Blue Ridgeticles from the Rappahannock News

of 1983, pagd5

“Theresa ReffashdenedOsditchboar d RappahaerbckReygp ahan
January 1983; Information from Marilyn (Merrill) Bailey, November 2015



whom and when they were likely to return. The operators even arranged dates
for the local boys.

The switchboard in the Verner home was also a center of information for-out of
town visitors, as the only pay telephone wasated in there. In the late 1940s

dial telephones were installed in homes and businesses and there was no longer
a need for telephone operators to connect cafieFhis was the bittersweet end

of an era.

Stores and Other Commercial Buildings

Intheeal y 1900s, a building on Lot 31 w;:
blacksmith shop and livery stable. These were destroyed by fire in 1916; F.
Downing Wood purchased the property in the 1920s and constructed an apple
packing facility. (The Wood family owned the farm called "Sunnyside" adjacent

to the town of Washington on which there were extensive apple orchards.)

Lut her T. P a r t was lacated oiteersauthemdternpiittot 27e

at the corner of Jett and Gay Streets, in the early part of the 1900s. It was a large
brick building constructed in about 1820 with one story that fronted on Gay Street
and a lower level along Jett Street. The building had a varied and tobmder
having contained the mercantile stor
barber shopand a restaurant in the basement owned by Lucy "Jennie" Roberts,

a member of a local AfricaAmerican family. The restaurantrged a delicious

meal for 25 cents (35 cents on special d&y/shhere was also a Delco electric

planti n t he basement of Partlowds store
the residents of the town. The building was dgstdooy fire in the 1930s.

In 1908 William M. Stuaracquired Lot 6 on the southwest corner of Main and
Calvert streets after the old building on this property was torn down. There he
constructed his merchandise store (hadk) which he operated until the 1920s.

Lit by gas |lights, Stuartds Store suy
In 1928 T.C. Lea opened his Lea Bros Siarthe building, but moved his store

to Lot 27 in 1935 when heonstructed a new building there on the northwest
corner of Gay and Jett streétsin the 1940s the building on Lot 6 became the

Washington Cash Stare

15 Elisabeth B. and C.E. Johnson Bappahannock County, Virginia, A Histogrea Publishers, Orange,

VA, 1981, p. 6774; Laura A. MatthewsA Ramble Through Rappahanno8cribblers Inc., Warrenton,

Virginia, 2000, page 24

Caption for a 1909 photograph of Partlow6s store i
17 Rappahannockliews 3 March 1966, quoted in the 26 July 2018 edition of the newspaper

74



Stuartds Stylds in the ear|l
Source: Website of the Friends of the Former Washington Cash Store

Attorney T.C. Lea constructed a ne\
Store in 19352 The building contained one story on Gay Street and a basemen
level along Jett Street. Lea came from a family ofelteepers; his father J. P.
Lea and his two uncles W. B. Lea and L. L. Lea were in the mercantile busines
From 1938 to 1941, T. C. Lea served as the fire chief of the Rappahannoc
Volunteer Fire Department. In 1942 he served as chairman of the Panel W
Price and Ration Board of the county and in the late 1940s he served on the schi
board. Lea began the Rappahannock Insurance Agency in 1941 by purchasi
the Rappahannock Realty Company. He served on the Washington Tow
Council for a number of yearand was treasurer of the Rappahannock Red
Cross!®

In about 1900, John Edward Thornton built a-st@y garagen the northeast
corner of Main and Middle streets (Lot 24) opposite his hotel (Washington
House) on the northwestrcan e r . He appears to ha
housedo on this site to the east,. wt
Thorntonds Garage compl emented hi s
for carriages andater, for motorcars while offering the additional convenience
of servicing the latter with gas, tires, and repairs. He added an additional 1!
stories, reportedly to appease his wife who wanted rowdy card games, partyin
and dancing removed from Thorntd s Aot e |

18 Rappahannock New3 March 1966, quoted in the 26 July 2018 edition of the newspaper; National
Register of Historic Places, Washington Historic District, 2006 Update

19 Rappahannocklews 19 January 1950, quoted in the 3 March 2016 edition of the newspaper

®Recol l ections of Mrs. Edna Walker, owner of @AWa
ReynoldsOn the Morning Side of the Blue Ridgecompilation of articles publisd in theRappahannock

Newsin 1983, page 581, and inrRappahannock News July 1982
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In the 1930s, George E. Cary constructed agtooy frame building at 307 Main
Street (Lot 11) that had a poolroom and a place for dances, with apartments
above® I n 1945, the building houwss ng
constructed on the southwest corner of Main and Middle streets (Lot 9). And in
19471948 the theater located at the southwest corner of Gay and Jett streets was
constructed by B.R. Armé&t It was originally used asmovie theater and also

as a venue for community plays by local citizens and schoolchildren.

Entertainment

In the early 1900s there were few opportunities for organized social
entertainment. People spent time playing baseball, riding horses, buggy rid

and sleigh riding in winter. Dances were popular. The whole upstairs of the
Washington School could be converted to a dance hall, and dances also took
pl ace on the secondonfLbtl4 iThe expansiwpmer nt o n
space i n Thorntonos buil ding evol ve
entertainment and recreational center. Over time, there was a barroom,Ipoolhal
poker and card games, dance hall, basketball court, and a theater to show movies.
This venue saw the birthplace of basketlmaRappahannock County in the early

1920s. Both boyés and girl és teams
constructed at the Washington High School. Poker playing was a major social
eventf or men in Washington. One favori

upstairs of the butcher shop across Main Street from Washington House; table
stakes might go as high as $48800.

Washington had a reputation because of its drinking and gambling people

in Flint Hill called the townr Couthe h
days were a high point on the calendar. In the early 1900s, there was a saloon on
Gay Street across from the courthouse. In 1885, Johin Batl purchased the
property and turned t he .PuAftérohdvinggo t her
California, he sold the property to George G. Bywaters who also maintained a
barroom on the properfy. People would flock to this establishment.
AEverybody would get drunk, fight, arl
1930s to thd 950s, J.A. Swaaf Culpeper owned much of Lot 28, and on March

21 Elisabeth B. and C.E. Johnson Rappahannock County, Virginia, A Histpgreen Publishers, Orange,
VA, 1981, p. 144

22 Rappahannock County Deed Book 53, page 2iftrination from Rappahannock County Land Books
show the value of buildings on the lot increased from $0 in 1947 to $3500 in 1948

2 Recollections of Jack Miller, who lived in the town of Washington all his life, in Daphne Hutchinson and
Theresa Reynold©n the Morning Side of the Blue Ridgecompilation of articles published in the
Rappahannock Nevis 1983, page 10201

24 Rappahannock County Deed Book Q, page 426

2 Rappahannock County Deed Book U, page 111
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court days he would bring his new machinery, tools, and wares to the empty Ic
for people to see. Children were even let out of school for this &vent.

In addition to thes somewhat raucous activities, however, there was also a te:
room in the town, AThe o@learartye dT rbeye N
wife of Acton Meigs, and her daughters. In the 1930s one could purchase
chicken dhner for 75 cents; with the chicken came potatoes, vegetables, sala
hot rolls, preserves, and dessert. The economy breakfast was 40 cents a
included fruit, cereal, eggs, ham or bacon, toast, preserves, and?offhe.
Washington Housdéotel and tavern, operated by the John Edward Thornton
family, was | ocated on town Lot 8
Dear 6s hotel. I'n the 1930 story flameo r ¢
building on the southern part of Lot 1dr recreational purposes. A poolroom
serving beer was in the basement. The private Rappahannock Club had Saturc
ni ght dances, dancing |l essons, and
were apartments above.

The Depressiorand Economic Recovery

Rappahannock County had struggled through the chesnut blight, the loss of mal
apple crops from frost, and the stripping of the mountains whose woods ha
provided the major income for many families. The brutal drooflthe early
1930s and the national depression were two more blows to this rural populatio
The town of Washington benefitted from the projects initiated at this time by
Roosevel t dsrheNerilan Comserivation Cosfbegan constructing
Skyline Drive, as a result of which tourists began flocking to the town for food
and lodging in the late 1930s following economic recovery. Home
demonstration agents employed local women to makkinfpfor the poor; one

of the sewing rooms was in the old mercantile building on L%t I8. the mid
1930s, the Town obtained a grant from the W&PA issued $20,000 in bonds to
construct the Washington Water VWey consisting of a piping system from a
spring in the mountains to a reservoir and then to the $dwn.

The Fire Department

26 Recollections of Jack Miller, who lived in the town of Washington all his life, in Daphne Hutchinson and
Theresa Reynold€n the Morning Side of the Blue Ridgecompilation of articles published in the
Rappahannock Nevis 1983, page 10201

27 Daphne Hutchinson and Theresa ReyndRisthe Morning Side of the Blue Ridgecompilation of

articles published in thRappahannock News 1983, page 114

2 Elisabeth B. and C.E. Johnson Rappahannock County, Virginia, A Itsy, Green Publishers, Orange,
VA, 1981, p. 144

2 Daphne Hutchinson and Theresa Reynolds, compilerghe Morning Side of the Blue Ridgeticles from
the Rappahannock News of 1983, page 13

30 The history of this complex project is detailed in Chapter 9
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In 1935, a volunteer fire departmewls organized as a result of the new
waterworks system providing potabwater to the town. Franklin Clyde
Baggarlywas elected chief of the new department and was asked by the Town
Council to develop a constitution and-lays3' Having a functioning fire
department and water supply weresarttial to the town for obtaining fire
insurance. The Washington Volunteer Fire Department was incorporated in
1939. Its officers at that time were T.C. Lea, president; L.V. Merrill and D.C.
Updike, vicepresidents; L.J. Turner, secretdargasurer; andV.A. Miller and
George J. Davis Jr. as additional trustéem 1940, Warner Miller sold part of
town Lot 29 to the Town of Washingtéh. On this lot was constructed the
cinderblock Washington Fire Department building, which was set back from the
street ad had large bays for entrance and exit of the firetrucks. The fire
department remained in this building until the 1970s when it moved to a new
larger building on Warren Avenue. The old firehouse was renovated as an office
building and in 2018 it housatie offices of the Commonwealth Attorney and
the County Attorney.

Description of the Town in 1936

The federal Works Projects Administration (WHFAhded a historical inventory

of the town in 1936. The project was researched and written by Margaret Atkins
of Sperryville. Her description of the town included the following:
AfWashington is one of the deligltstful
residents are composed of happy, contented people, maintaining a pleasing social
|l ife among each other, and never at a
their own pleasures. The town is incorporated and has shaded macadamized
streets. Itg well supplied with five churches, two auditoriums, a National bank,

a hotel, two wayside restaurants, ten tourist homes, County Court buildings, a
Masonic Hall, the Washington High School with over 200 pupils, a barber shop
and other business places grdfessional offices. The town is situated on the
Lee Highway sixtf i ve mi l es from the nationés
motor stage coaches operate daily. Other motor lines traverse the town on a
regular schedule providing connections (viarcaitls) to all parts of the United
States. The Post Office operates six daily mails to and from the town. Itis a
delightful place in which to spend a quiet vacation amidst beautiful and agreeable
surrou#fdi ngs. o

31 Culpeper ExponenB October 1935

32 Elisabeth B. and C.E. Johnson Rappahannock County, Virginia, A HistoGreen Publishers, Orange,

VA, 1981, p. 379

33 Rappahannock County Deed Book 43, page 139

%“Margaret E. Atkins, fiWwWagphSegtoof RappahamnotkeCcC€or
Administration Historical Inventory Project, sponsored by the Virginia Conservation Commission under the
direction of the Division of History. Sources of information were George Cary, editor of the Blue Ridg

Guide, and Franklin Clyde Baggarly, former town at:t
information had not been checked for accuracy. o
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Roads and Transportation

Automobiles begn to appear on Rappahannock County roads shortly before
World War |. With the advent of the automobile many roads were tarred anc
graveled during the 1920&1.S. Highway 2 t oday 6s Rout e 21
and rebuilt as a macadam road through the town of Washington during thi
time3 In the 1920s, Trinity Episcopal Church purchased an automobile for the
rectoro6s use,; in 1925 the Churcoh p
Multiple vestry minutes mention dollar outlays for repairs.

For those who did not have automobile transportation, John W. Bégdn a
jitney service named the Front Royal & Washington Motor Transportation
Companythat was chartered in 1916. Bussan between Washington and Front
Royal, and the route connected the town of Washington with the Souther
Railway trains at Front Royal which permittpdople to travel by railroad to
Washington D.C., Harrisonburg, Hagerstown, or Roanoke. Clark sold the
company to Walker B. Jenkins in 192G&nd Jenkins renamed the company as
the Walker B. Jenkins Bus Linelt provided daily roundtrip bus service from
Winchester and Front Royal, through Washington, and then south to Culpept
and Fredericksburg, until the mik®50s. The bus routes also connected with
railroad service in Richmond and the Shenandoah V&llglenkins mae two
roundtrips a day, giving Rappahannock residents without transportation &
chance to spend a day shopping or meeting appointments. Therbigce also
aided those who were unable to do errands in person; the drivers would have
list of notes and pick up medicine, groceries, and supplies for those on their lis
In the mid1950s Jenkins sold the line to the Virginia Trailways Bus Company
and the service was discontinued shortly thereéter.

The Commonwealth of Virginia took over m&nance of all primary and
secondary roads in the 1930s. The State Highway Commisa®nonstructing

Lee Highwayand the Town Council requested that the highway be run through
the town. Presumablyhis request was to create a better road through the town
with maintenance of the road being the responsibility of the State rather than tt
Town. The request was probably also in anticipation of the benefits to the tow
of increased tourism from the plaed new Shenandoah National Park

35 Elisabeth B. and C.E. Johnson Rappahannock County, Virginia, A Histogreen Publishers,r@nge,
VA, 1981, pages 580 and pages 14D41; Rappahannock County Deed Book 30, page 357

36 Rappahannock County Deed Book 30, page 357

87 Daphne Hutchinson and Theresa Reynolds, compilershe Morning Side of the Blue Ridgeticles from
the Rappahanm& News of 1983, page 28

38 See Chapter 14 for more details
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During construction of the highway through the town, Main Street was
macadami zed and widened. Unfortunat e
severely weakened by this construction. e@r these was the twsiory brick

home built in the midl800s by J.Y. Menefeea distinguished lawyer. The
building, located on the west side of Main Street between Jett and Porter streets
on town Lot 13, had porches on the firsti@econd floor and was often described

as one of the most beautiful homes in the town of Washington. It was valued at
$1000 in 1903? The highway construction weakened the house, large cracks
appeared, and the house was dismantled in the 1940s. Adathaged building

was Cl ar lrtlse soltheast comer of Main and Porter streets (Lot 31);
the front porches and second and third stories of this building had to be removed
because of structural instability.

In the later 19304¢here was economic recovery from the Depression, and
caravans of tourists began visiting the town of Washington on their way to

Skyline Drive. I n adnddawh Lob24, gascstations o r n
were constructed on tlveestern part of Lot 25 in the 1930s and on Lot 13 in the
1940s, as wel | a s bulltinithe ¥940s dndhe Boethrside of e S

Middle Street. During the Second World War, rationing was instituted
throughouthe nation to ensure that items in short supply would be available for
the war effort. Gasoline was one of the rationed commodtties.

L.V. Merrill came to the town from Wisconsin in the 1920s and rented
Thornt onds ¢ d24a ffter Workd Wardl Wenpurthased town Lot

9 at the southwest corner of Main and Middle streets, in 19Abthat time, the
CarterDudley housevas located there. Merrill hired a Richmond company to
move the house to the southern part ¢
to everybody within the town because nothing like that had ever happened in
their memory, a large house being remoeed d pushed d®wn t
Merrill converted the house into a feunit apartment building and constructed

a new brick building at the corner of
Company housed in the new builthy, was a Ford dealership with a car display
window in the front. The Company thrived until its closing in 1$79.

Construction of New Homes

391900 Rappahannock County Land Records

4% Daphne Hutchinson and Theresa ReyndBisthe Morning Side of the Blue Rigdgecompilation of
articles published in thRappahannock Newis 1983, page &

41 Rappahannock County Plat Book 3, page 13

42 Recollections of Marilyn Merrill Bailey, daughter of L.V. Merrill, in an interview conducted by the
Rappahannock League for Environmental Protection, 2018

43 Rappahannock County Deed Book 193, page 199
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There was considerable construction of new residential structures during the fir
half of the 1900s. In 190%helbert Scott Green purchased a parcel of land at
the south end of Lot 41 and constructed a house on his property and also a sir
building at the rear of t he*Thishalsewh
eventuallyle came ATrinity House. 0 I n aboa
his home and bus station on Lot 15. The Moffett home at 537 Gay Street (Lc
20) was constructed by Rappahannock native Charles Hawkins in 1929. Tt
homeat 577 Main Street (Lot 3) was built during 19B®40. The 1%tory
frame home at 525 Main Street (Lot 5) was built in about 1940, and ths&idvwyo
frame building at 307 Main Street (Lot 11) was constructed in about 1937
Stonehaven, the 2%ory stme home at 218 Main Street (Lot 30) was
constructed in 1930. The 13tory Dorothy Hawkins house at 225 Wheeler
Street and its exact duplicate, the home at 309 Wheeler Street (Lot 18), were bc
constructed in about 1927.Almost all of the homes on Mt.a&m Avenueas

well as the Washington high school were constructed during this time, throug
subdivision of Middleton Millerds f
on the east.

In 1950, a Mr. Barnhill came to thewn of Washington as a concession owner
for the Keystone Attractions carnival that was performing near the town.
Barnhill had first visited the town in 1929. On his return visit, he stated that he
Afican see very |ifftle change in the

4 Rappalannock County Deed Book Y, page 30
5 National Register of Historic Places, 2006 amendment to the 1975 application for the Washington Historic
District

46 Rappahannock New&4 September 1950, reprinted in the 21 February 2019 edition of the newspaper
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Chapter 7. Washington in the Later 1900s and
the Early 2000s

The Election of an AIFWomen Town Council

A major event heralded the beginning of the second half of the 20th century, with
the election on 13 June 1950 of sevewmen to serve as the Town Courdil

Washington. AA revolution occurred i
commentator Morgan Beatty in hiscoéstc oast fANews Events
broadcast the following evening Though not a fAbatt]l

revol uti on cwomanrslatsvehidh défearedamilth | e t i c ket
the offices of mayor and six council members. This, according to Mr. Beatty,
constituted fia revolt onfi aa.hboe women at

Elizabeth Racer, Dorothy Hawkins, Louise Price, Achsah Miller, Bobbie Critzer, and Ruby
Jenkins. Source: 1950 Colliers Magazine photograph, reprinted in the Rappahannock
News, 13 March 2014 and 29 November 2018

Elected as mayor was Dorothy Cox Dawage 28, mother of three children
Mary age 10, George age 9, and Dorothy agedd wife of George H. Davis
Jr., an attorney with the Deparent of Justice. The six council members elected
were Achsah Dudley Millerage 55, mother of two childreffrrances age 23 and
Louise age 21 and wife of Clarence Jackson Miller Jr., a banker and farmer;
Louise Miller Prie, age 55, a teacher and mother of three s@eniel age 29,
John age 27, and Clarence age add widow of John W. Price; Robbie Critzer
age 54, mother of one son, J. Wallace age 24, and wife ofClit&kr, sheriff of
Rappahannock County; Ruby Jenkiage 30, secretary to the County Agent of
Rappahannock County; Nellie Elizabeth Raegje 26, beauty parlor operator in
the town of Washington;ra Dorothy B. Hawkinsage 25, mother of one son,
Ronald age 3, and wife of Milton M. Hawkins, an employee of the American

82



Viscose Corporation. All of these women were Rappahannock County ratives
They were installed as the Town Council on 1 September 1950.

The election is believed to have evolved from a conversation that included trie
justice Brooke M. ASni ppyo Miller |
about conditions in the town, inclind) weeds growing along the streets, trash,
dogs running loose, the condition of the fire department, and boutestreet
lamps. Indeed, as early as 1892 Bhge Ridge Guideewspaper had reported
that "The sanitary condition of our town [Washingtos]bad and should be
attended ?tWhendhe blame was laid on the-alhle town council,
someone quipped, AWhy not el ect wor
on this conversation, recruited the seven women, and served as their campai
manage The women were reticent to run at first, and thevalinan ticket was

not completed until three days before the election. By the day of the electior
excitement was running high, and 99 out of a possible 122 voters turn&d out
When the votes were gnoted, all seven women had been elected. They had
defeated the six men who were also on the ballot.

As a result of the election, nationwide publicity was given to the election and tc
the town of Washington through the press, radio, and television. The
inauguration ceremony was covered by representatives of national magazin
and news media. The newdyected women were featuredLiiie magazine and
were televised on WBALOS newsreel,
on almost all east coast telsiin stations. Thé&vening Stamewspaper in
Washington, D. C. carried the story
sweep men from al/l of fices in town
newspapers in the nation carried the story including,eixample, those in
Washington, New York, Philadelphia, St. Louis, and Kansas City. Locally Dr.
John Snead, a county physician, ere
ACaution, You afTewmow ertternwarsg rhpeo
forbrade their wives from setting foot
ideas®

The town in the 1950s has been described by town resident Fran, Eidred

daughter of J.E. Thornton whDhePowr ch
was dead, | mean everything but grass growing up in the streets, hous
unpainted. It was a disaster area. When | left here to go away to school, | swo

! Progam for the installation of the abomen town council, 1 September 1950
2 Blue Ridge Guide29 September 1892
3 Elisabeth B. and C.E. Johnson Rappahannock County, Virginia, A HistoGreen Publishers, Orange,
VA, 1981, p. 142
4 Program for the installation of the -alomen town council, 1 September 1950
5 Rappahannock New29 November 2018
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| 6d never ® dowever, the allwdmendTown Council, over the next
several years,caomplished a great deal to improve the quality of the town such

as planting dogwood trees, replacing bwouat street lights, and efficiently
dispatching stray dogs andwaisi gh weeds al ong the to
their election, trash accumulagin i n t he townés all eys
month by horse and wagon; the women saw to it that collection was modernized
with trucks and increased to three loads monthly. They also freed the town water
system from a longpeld debt, repaired thereserveirn d enact ed t he
zoning ordinancé. Women dominated the Town Council for many years
thereafter. The mayorés salary was $
$5 per month.

Items from the Minutes of the Al-FWomen Washington Town Council
Meetings, 19531958

The Town Counci l i ndpi Weekd an apnual
for the purpose of collecting and disposing of trash in the streets and alleys,
tri mming trees, cutting weeds, and st

up/paintup/fix-u p . 0 A committee was -dutdighthe d t
and a man was hired to keep the streets clean and the weeds down. Laws were
passed designed to keep stray dogs off the streets, mileage signs were installed,
and the Civil Warmonument was repaired. The Council created a finance
committee to study town expenses and drafted a budget each year. In 1953, town
income came primarily from Alcoholic Beverage Control Board receipts and a
tax on sale of Rappahannock National Banklstgtares (80 cents per $100);

this income amounted to $1,831. Town expenses were for cutting weeds, trash
removal, street c¢cleaning, water rent,
these expenses amounted to $1,413. In 1954, the five fire hydrahestown

were painted bright red, a resolution was sent to Richmond opposing integration,
and the speed limit through the town was changed to 35 mph. In 1955 a town
booklet was prepared with drawings and maps by Christine Johnston and text by
Alice Vemer and Ruby Jenkins, the telephone company agreed to place a
telephone booth in the town, the Virginia Department of Transportation
resurfaced the streets in the town, yellow lines were painted to deter people from
parking in front of stores and housegghg public benches were placed in the
town, and the alley adjacent to the Merrill Motor Company, which was unsightly
and full of old cars and discarded tires, was cleared. In 1956, an evergreen tree
was planted near the Rappahannock National Bank tce sasvthe town
Christmas treethere was much discussion given to the idea of trying to
encourage industries to come to the town as a means of providing employment,

’Quoted from Tim Sayl es, MidAilantigConritnaMagazinedetemberl988a s hi n g
page 22

" Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, 1986, page 7; Laura A. MatthdRasnble through
RappahannockScribblers Inc., Warrenton, page 8
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increasing revenue, and enlarging the population of the town; thase w
considered to be a severe problem of traffic from tourists driving through the
town. In 1957 a lease was established with Mr. A.H. Keyser to permit the towr
trash to be deposited at the dump on his property; this lease was extended throt
1961. In Apil 1958, the Rappahannock County Board of Supervisors requestet
that the Town of Washington move its flagpole to the center of the courthous
grounds so that a Confederate flaguld be placed near the Confederate
monument; thisequest was granted unanimously by the Town Council.

The Town Budget

A television commentary by Bill Monroe in August 1975 noted that the federal
government, facing a $70 billion deficit, might take a lesson from the town of
Washi ngt on: i fAabsetateotative buddeinextyear of $9,157,
about the same as last year. The spending items range from a high of $1,350
trash removal and street cleaning to a low of $25 for telephone calls for officia
business. Mayr Peter Kramera cabinemaker by trade, gets paid $10 per
month and other members of the Town Council get $5. But they have to recko
with a Catch 22: if they dondt att e
get Haid. o

Bycompari son, the Town CounfarFM201®thatr o
totaled $852,250, with town expenses being $364,700, Washington Water Worlk
being $112,050, and the Washington Wastewater system being $37 5/6@0.

of the townds income is from its m
whereas the countyds is 4. 5%. Ot he
and sewer connection fees.

Businesses in the Town

There were few businesses in tbwn in the 1950s. T.C. Lea operated his Lea
Brothers Storé a building he had constructed on Lot 27, fronting on Gay Street,
in 19351° He came from a family of storekeepers, including his father J. P. Lea
and his two uncle¥/. B. Leaand L. L. Lea. T.C. Lea operated his store until his
death in 1957, after 38 years of doing mercantile business in the town. His wido!
continued the business until 1964 and then sold it to her son T. Carlyle Lea J
who was an attorney and jugldor the Rappahannock County CaddrtOn 19
December 1968 an IGA food stapened in the building; the store was operated
by Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Sophtad.However, this enterprise was shived; the

8 Rappahannock New28 August 1975

9 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, May 2018

10 Rappahannock New8 March D66, quoted in the 26 July 2018 edition of the newspaper; National
Register of Historic Places application for the Washington Historic District, 2006

11 Rappahannock New8 March 1966, quoted in the 26 July 2018 edition of the newspaper

12 Rappahannock New2 December 1968, quoted in the 20 April 2017 edition of the newspaper
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building housing the store arle contents of the building were sold at public
auction in 19762 The concrete block building constructed in 1955 on the
southern part of Lot 14 was used by the W.A. Millehn Caskie Real Estate
Firm on the south side of the building and the Washingtost Office from

April 1956 to 1981, on the north side. The Rappahannock County Health
Department was also located in the building and, later, Mrs. John M. Barber Jr.
opened a beauty shop in the buildihgihe Washingtori€ash Storevas located

on Lot 6 and -pupsse geheral mehanddesstore ledtablished
in 1946, where you could buy anything from a pair of gum boots to a sirloin
steak.

The Was mgjibn Caéhwsﬂt(.‘)re».v Photo from the Friends
of the Former Washington Cash Store website

FranEldred gr anddaughter of J.E. Thornton
1903, had left the town in the 1950s vowing never to return to the town she grew
upin,whichshelescri bed as fia disaster area.
husband and three children in 1975 to launch the business named the Washington
House of Reproductionselling custom lighting, gifts, and antiquestlie old
mercantile shop on Lot 8. Eldred became a magistrate in Rappahannock County
in 1976 and was Chief Magistrate of the Twentieth Judicial Circuit Court for 10
years until her retirement in 1995. In her estimation, Washington was
beginning to recover from its malaise in the late 1970s. Eldred credited the
business upturn to the opening of an antiques shop and then The Country Store
which sold antiques, crafts, food, andintry items in the building on Lot 24 on

13 Auction sale advertised Rappahannock New&2 February 1970; plat recorded in Deed Book 80, page
631, 9 January 1964

14 Rappahannock New&2 April 1956

15 Rappahannock New5 November 1995
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the northeast corner of Main and Mi
garage’®

Merrillos garage c"onverted in theord ate 1
Photo courtesy of the Inn at Little Washington

Also in the town in the 1970s the Fodderstack Potaryot 7 containing the
studio and showroom of June Jordan; the Merrill Motor Company on Lot 9, &
Ford sales and service statianmbhatl2Nat
selling homemade bread, gifts, furniture, and Christmas decorations; thi
Washington House Sandwich Shoppe on Lot 24, and the Cherry Trelathet
| WA gy 7 restaurant on Lot 25. On Lot
‘ 27 were ke Rush River
Company selling antiques,
clocks, artisan ware, natural
foods and a wide range of
regional crafts; Country
Cupboards owned by Gene
Lyman, who had moved to the
town from Alexandria, Virginia

=+ and who reproduced period
furnlture restored anthues and created custom built cabinets and furniture; ar
Jenkins Auction Houseavhich carried antiques and used furniture and held
auctions on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays eaohth. Washington Antiques on
Warren Avenue sold antiques, collectibles, and-aiticac, and Peter Kramer,
cabinetmaker, was located on Lot*81In 1973, Kramer had purchased the old
apple packing buildingonstructed by FDowning Wood in the 1920s, renovated
the building, and converted it to be used as a business office for his buildin

Quoted from Tim Sayl es, MiidilantigConritraMagazinedetembee Wa s h
1988, page 22

17 Daphne Hutchinson and Theresa Reyndlisthe Morning Side of the Blue Ridgecompilation of

articles published in thRappahanock New#n 1983, page 22

181976 Washington Business Council flyer, Rappahannock Historical Society files
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company and as a shop for his original woodworking creations and furniture
restoration’® Many of these businesses continued into the@3¥8

Peter Krametbecame renowned in the town of Washington for his exquisite
renovation and restoration of town b
Clopton House, the dependencies to the Clopton House, the Jones mercantile
building, the Packing Shed, the IGA stotike Geneva Welch Gallery, and the

Gay Street Inn and initiating the process of designating the town as an Historic
District while he was mayor of the town. In 1979, the Rappahannock League for
Environment al Protection awawadefd hi m
1979 . 0

L.V. Merrill, owner and operator of Merrill Motor Companyas a legend in his
time. With his trademark stubby unlit cigar protruding from the corner of his
mouth, he was a permandixture sitting behind the plate glass windows of his
mot or company. Al ong with his cars,
person who purchased an automobile from him, there were probably two more
who received assistance of some kind from thisddgdamaritan. For example,
back when a family was lucky to have a car, Merrill lent automobiles for people
to use if tragedy struck such as sickness and especially a death in the’family.
Hi s dau g hyfatmer vaasso donsciénfibus. If a truck waeded with
apples but was having mechanical problems, he would stay there till 3 or 4
o'clock in the morning and personally work on the truck for it to be ready to go.
For outof-state people, if he didn't have the parts to repair their cars, | was sent
to DC to pick up parts and the people stayed with us until they got repaired and
went on ¥heir way. o

Business activities in the 1980s and 1990s included Country Heritage Antiques
and Craftswhich sold many rgional craft items including quilted pillows,
patchwork pieces, dried flower arrangements, and handmade pottery. Charles
and Fran Eldred continued their successful business Washington House of
Reproductions through a contract with Oklahoma State Uniyersitcreate
reproduction gas lighting fixturéé. The bui |l di ng wher e Mer
was located was purchased by Werner Krebser, Nh[1979, and he renovated

the building and rented it to four businessésa t u r e <) HaysEed Antiques,

the Beauty Box, and photographer Pali Carolyn Delévitt. Douglas
Baumgardnepurchased the building located on the southern part of Lot 14 in

19 Rappahannock News5 February 1973, quoted in the 24 January 2019 edition of the newspaper
20The New York Time42 June 1983outhern Living mgazine 1986

2L personal communication from Peter Kramer, 2019

22 Rappahannock New&2 April 1979, quoted in the 29 November 2018 edition of the newspaper

2 Recollections of Marilyn Merrill Bailey in an interview conducted by the Rappahannock League for
Environmental Protection, 2018

2*Rappahannock New& July 1982

2 Rappahannock County Deed Book 133, page Bappahannock New26 November 2015
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1982 for his law office and added ground and upper levelssimetér. Dr. W.
Neal Mayberry of Luray opened a dental officehe rear ground level on 3 June
1982, seeing patients on Thursd&ysn 1987, the rear lower level was the site
of Washington Video Rentals, owned by Susan KauffmarRaedHaase, which
sold and rented video tapes. Formerly in the old Apple Packing Shed on Lot 3:
Mostly Yesteryear relocated for business in the Clopton Hoodeot 26 as a
two-room shop filled with quality mahogany and walnut fturg from the mid
1800s, Oriental rugs, unusual glassware and porcelain, and nostalgic collectible
Also located in the Clopton House was the Rappahannock County Healt
Department, the realty firm of Eileen Day, and the Rappahannock Mental Healt
Clinic,t h e ¢ o u n t-ym@ senfaliheakhtfacilityt Thie business called
Country Heritage, managed by Nan Thomasson, was also located here. In 19
Piedmont Fine Arts opened in the Clopton House; this business sold an eclect
mix of painting, photogmhy, sculpture, and furniture. Ochs Delikatessen
(sometimes called the "Ochs Box") was also located on Lot 26. A bookstort

called Cabin FeverBooksas est ablished in June
on Lot 7, and the Rush Riv&ompanyon Lot 27 also sold book&satured in
these bookstores in 1995 was AThe

who was later to become publisher of Beppahannock Nevié

Photo courtesy of Peter Kramér

Edmund Kavanagbpened his shop titled Jewelry by Kavanagh in the log cabin
on Lot 27 in 1997° The craft and antique storamed Rare Findsas located

in a house on Lot 41, and in the early 1990s Mountainside Mask®located
there. This shop sold gourmet and natural foods including a wide assortment
specialties from fruit juices and vitamins tiicken gadgets and toiletries and
imported and Virginia wines.

26 Rappahannock New27 May 1982

27 Rappahannock New8 August 1978 and 4 February 1988
28 Rappahannock New& March 1995

2 Rappahannock New&7 December 1997
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Over time, many businesses relocated out of the town or went out of business.
The Washington Cash Stonénich had existed on Lot 6 since 1946 was closed

in 1988 renovated, and leased to the Rappahannock County Health Department,
with three apartments upstatlsL ot 7 f or mer |l 'y housing
business was converted to overnight accommodations for guests of the Inn at
Little Washingtor®® T h e  kift shdp ®n Lot 8 was created from the building
that had been Mrs. Coxeds Tavern and
House, together with the adjacent mercantile building of John Jett that had
become the Washington House of Reproductiéndle r 1s cal dedership on

Lot 9 became the Country Cadad the U.S. Post Office. On Lot 24, the Country
Store( f ormerly Thorntondéds and then Merr
the Inn at Little Washington andhé adjacent Washington House Sandwich
Shoppe was destroyed by fire. Multiple small businesses had existed on the
western part of Lot 25 including the Cherry Tree and Hatadwtturant? the
Washington Cafe, and a gas gsiatithese buildings were cleared to make way

for the Trinity Church parking ldh 196234 Businesses that had been located in

the Clopton House on Lot 26 ceased when the building was converted to
overnight Il odging for | nn %Themidisg and
housing the Rush River Company and, later, the Stoneyman Gourmet Barmer
Lot 27 fronting on Gay Street was converted to the Gay Street Gallery and the
studio of Kevin Adams® The small log building on the northwestern part of Lot

27 that had housed Country Heritage Anég and Crafts and Edmunds Jewelry
shop was converted to a real estate o
shop on the southwestern part of Lot 27 was converted to the offices of the
Rappahannock News

The T.C. Lea buding on Lot 27 which had briefly housed an IGA food store
became the Washington Arts Buildimg the 1990s. The property had been
purchased by Peter Kramer who added 1% stories to the building and remodeled
the interior. It contained several businesses: Peter Kramer, cabinetmaker, who
created handrafted furniture; Talk of the Town, a shop filled with imaginative
gifts and accessories, such as harafted jewelry and puppets; The Buyers
Agency, which specialized in regsenting the buyers in real estate transactions;
Minuteman Printers, the Washington office of Bob Naylor Sales & Graphics;

30 Rappahannock News February 1988; in June 2019 the Rappahannock County Health Department was
moved from 491 Main Street t o Dr-AGayStree(Rappdieannock n 6 s f
News 27 June 2019)

31 Rappahannock County Deed Book 230, page 372

32 Rappahannock County Instrument 02000038&shington PostL6 October 2002

33 Daphne Hutchinson and Theresa Reynalisthe Morning Side of the Blue Rigdgecompilation of

articles published in thRappahannock Nevis 1983, page 22

34 Photograph and caption for the western part of LoR2fapahannock New&3 December 1962, reprinted

in the 4 September 2008 edition of the newspaper

35 Rappahannock County Instrument 120000273

36 Rappahannock County Instrument 150000150 and Instrument 150000328
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Tree Works, the office of forester and arborist Lyt Wood offering all kinds of
tree care; and Hospitality Design, which designed cerial interiors for hotels
and restaur ant s . -servideflaristshosmabegad byi Patiscia
Bartholomew, opened in the lower level of the building in 13398he property
was sold in 2015 to 311 Gay Street LLC (attorney Mark Allen amchgdist John
McCaslin editor of The Rappahannock New® Businesses in the building in
2018 were t he r es,thaneatyafimtof Repphhanback Redl f
Estate Resources Inc., owned by Louis (Butch) Zindel, several telework
Avirtual o offices, and the Rappaha
I nspectorodos office, and the Emergen

The Rappahannock National Bamk Lot 29 was moved out town in 2003 and

the building became the site of several law offices. The Washington Fire
Department was located in the adjacent building on Gay Street until the 1970s;
became the offices of the Commonwealth Attorney and the Rappahannoc
County Attoney. On Lot 31 the old Packing Shed Gallery deteriorated and in
2018 housed only the business JPC Designs Woodworking. The Firs
Washington Museunon the west part of Lot 31, was dismantled and abandoned
The craft and antiqustore called Rare Findgsas located in a frame house on
Lot 41, and in the early 1990s Mountainside Markas located there. In 1998
the house and land were sold to Trinity Episcopal Ch#fitte Church coverted
the house to the church office, "Tr

New businesses came into town, many of them appealing to tourists and to tf
clients of the Inn at Little Washington, such as the {gigtl stores on Main Street
including AW ne LtovleG, ChkR.c oH.atBal loan
on Lot 11, and Little Washington Spa on Lot 13; the shop Rare Finds returned t
town on Lot 14. A list of businesses in the town in 2018 is contained in Appendi
7.

In December 2018, tHRappahannock Nevesvarded the honor of Citizen of the
Year to Louis G. (Butch) Zindela real estate broker and builder who owns
Rappahannock Real Estate LLC located on Gay Street in the!town.

Restaurants and Lodging

A few restaurants ésted in the town in the 1970s and 1980s. Charles and
Frances Eldred operated a restaurant in Washington leaus# 8; Frances was

the daughter of Edna (Thornton) Walker and the granddaughter of John Edwa
and Margaret Thorntovh o est abl i shed fAWashing

%7 Rappahannock New&1 November 1998, quoted in the 26 July 2018 edition of the newspaper
3% Rappahannock County Instrument 100000095 and Instrub&000856

3% Rappahannock County Instrument 980001684

40 Rappahannock New20 December 2018, p. Al
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constructed by Anne Coxe. Breakfast and lunch were served Monday through
Saturday at Nat Iocaedfsst of bod 1P snd thendn LOEIf e
The Black Kettle Magl off of Warren Avenue served food on Thursday through
Sunday from 11am to 9pm. In 1978, the Inn at Little Washington was established
as a new restaurant in the Country Store building on Lot 24, and this grew to
become an inteationally recognized establishment drawing patrons from
around the world! A series of shottived restaurants occupied the southern part

of the brick building on Lot 9 from March 1985 to December 1989. These were
the Brambles Cafe, operated by John bBege Shipman; a renovated Brambles
Cafe operated by Richard and Elaine Vigurie, who lived on Gay Street, serving
fgood healthy foodd under the managen
managed by Marque and Ann Kolack and Lois and Arthur Ne(fefihally, in
December 1989 the restaurant was reopened as The Countrsn&zged by
David Huff#® In the 1990s the Cherry Tree and Hatchet restaurant was located
on Lot 25 and Ochs Delikatess@sometimes cadld the "Ochs Box") was located

on Lot 26.

In 2018, there were four restaurants in the town. These were the Inn at Little
Washington on Lot 24, the Cowhiohway Caf
opened on Lot 27 on Gay Street bhark Allen and John McCasljrand the

Foster Harris House Bed & Breakfast Lot 16 which served fiveourse dinners

on weekends to its overnight guests as well as to the public irsadldining

room.

There was no commercial lodging in the town before the 1970s except at
Washington House on Lot 8 and at the Black Kettle Medist of town on Warren
Avenue. However, the many tourists coming through the towthe&inway to
Shenandoah National Padkeated a huge need for overnight lodging. Edna
Wal ker, owner of Washington House, re
We had hordes of people coming out to see Skyline DEwery house in town
but three took tourists. % Eheeeatuembdy
commercial lodging changed in the 1980s when three bed and breakfast
establishments/ere created the FosteHarris House, the Gay Street Inn, and
Heritage Housés in 2014, Heritage House was sold and renamed The White
Moose Inn*® In 19841985, the Inn at Little Washington renovated the second
floor of the main Inn building and opened its first guest rooms in what had once
been a basketball court and movie theater. Twleual suites were created on

41 See Chapter 10 for the history of the Inn at Little Washington

42 Rappahannock New28 March 1985, 22 May 1986, and 10 December 1987

43 Rappahannock Newg December 1989

“Recollections of Edna Wal ker and her daughter Frar
Hutchinson and Theresa Reynol@s) the Morning Side of the Blue Ridgecompilation of articles

published in thé&kappahannock Nevirs 1983, page 51

“Tim Sayles, fVirgi Kid-Atléansic CountrytMagazindacsrhberiass, p.22, o
Rappahannock New&9 April 1984

46 Rappahannock County Instrument 120000812
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the top floor of the buildingn 1986. The Inn created additional lodging by
converting the Guy BurkByrd Jones house (Lot 39), the Morehouse home (Lot
7), the CarteDudley house (Lot 9), and the Jor@®pton house (Lot 26) to
overnight guest rooms. Each of these properties weefuily renovated and
restored to meet gui delines of the
create buildings that complemented the historic nature of the town. In 1994, th
home constructed by Middleton Miller was purchased by Mary Ann Kuhn, who
converted the residence into a bed and breakfast establishment and renamec
The Middleton Inif” Thi s I nn has received AAAC
the building is listed on the Virginia Landmarks Register

Buildings in the Town

A number of buildingshave been constructed since 1950. These include the
buildings housing the Geneva Welch Gallery at 341 Main Street, Wine Loves
Chocolate at 353 Main Streetethittle Washington Spa at 261 Main Street, Rare
Finds at 211 Main Street, the Theater at Washington Virginia at 291 Gay Stree
the CenturyLink telephone building at 320 Gay Street, the Rappahannoc
Medical Clinic at 338 Gay Street, the Department of &ddervices at 354 Gay
Street, Country Places Realty at 36
at 456 Gay Street. It also includes a vacant building at 249 Main Streehita 6
apartment building at 233 Main Street, the Buntin home at 191 MaietSthe
small brick house on Lot 32, the log home at 171 Gay Street, the home owned |
Skippy Giles at 532 Gay Street, the Comp home at 639 Main Street, and tt
Rappahannock Co atr238GayGtred® k6s of fi ce

Some of the homes that existed in 1950 have been converted to commerci
establishmenter other nonresidential uses. These include the Morehouse hom
on Lot 7, the Cartebudley home on Lot 9, th€lopton House on Lot 26, and
the Byrd Jones house on Lot 39, which were converted to overnight lodging b
the Inn at Little Washington. Others are the Compton home on Lot 16 whict
became the Fostdtarris House bed and breakfast; the Oden home on Lot 22,
the Lillard-Sisk home on Lot 23, and the Bywat&fsrner house on Lot 24 which
were purchased by the Inn; the Mary Lea residence on Lot 27 which housed tl
Rappahannock Nevedfices in 2018; the Phelbert Green home on Lot 41 which
became the offices forrihity Church; and the home on Lot 48 which became
the Gay Street Inn.

Since 1950, there has also been renovation of many builairige town, both
by businesses and by private homeowners. The Town estimated tHBt 4512
million had been spent on renovation of up to 35 buildings in the t)@ome

47 Rappahannock County Deed Book 189, page 537 (plat), and Deed Book 208, page 582 (deed)
48 National Register of Historic Places for the Washington Historic District, 2006 Update
4 Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, 2017, page 16

93



of these were buildings owned by the Inn at Little Washington and the Clopton
HouseLLC and included the main Inn building (formerly a garage and the
Country Store on Lot 24), the I nn Tav
Lot 8), The Parsonage (formerly the home of James Brereton Jones and his
descendants on Lot 26), The ClaiboHhause (formerly the site of the home of

Guy Burke on Lot 39), and the Carter House (formerly the home of the family

by this name on Lot 9). Two large homes that were renovated by their owners
were Mount Prospect and Avon Hall. These renovations wereddiyg the

Historic District Ordinance and the Architectural Review Board.

The Town conducted an inventory of buildings in the town for the 2017
Comprehensive Plan. It was estimated that there were 45 -ostigpied units,

9 vacant residential units, 28ntal units, 50 commercial units, and 7 vacant lots.
In 2010, the estimated household size for ovwotmupied homes was 1.74 and
that for rental dwellings was 1.92.

The Washington Post Office

From about 1910 until 1956, the tvtory frame building othe northeast corner

of Main and Jett streets housed the Washington Post Ofic&955, Lot 14 at

the northwest corner of Main and Porter streets was sold to W. Arthur Miller, and
in April 1956 the Washington Post Offiegas relocated to a new cinderblock
building that Miller constructed on the southern part of this!lathe Post Office

was housed in the northern part of the new building, with the W.A. Mitan
Caskie Real Estate Firm on the south Std#/iller was the postmaster at that
time> A mailbox was requested by the Town to be located outside the Post
Office® | n about 1961, Car ol Miller beca
retired in April 1991 after 30 years in this positidnin 1981 the Washington
postoffice was relocated from Lot 14 to the northern part of the brick building
on Lot 9 at the southwest corner of Main and Middle streets (389B Main Street)
and remained there through 2018. Lot 9 was sold by Werner Krebser to Patrick
O6Connel | delyndhinRled?nh har

In 2018, the U.S. Postal Service announced that the Washington Post Office,
which had been located in the town of Washington since at least 1804, would be
moved to a site on Route 211 between Bank Road and Schoolhousé® Road.
Attemptingto keep the post officeithin the town, the Town Council passed a

%0 Town of Washington Coprehensive Plan, 2017, page 29

51 Rappahannock County Deed Book 64, page 299; Minutes of the Washington Town Council, March 1956
52 Rappahannock New&2 April 1956

53 Sunday Star, Washington D,Q0 May 1956, page-A5

54 Minutes of the Washington Town Gocil, March 1955

%5 Rappahannock News April 1991

%6 personal communication from Carol Miller, former postmistress, 2018

5" Rappahannock County Deed Book 193, page 199

8 Rappahannock New6 September and 13 September 2018
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resolution in December 2018 authorizing sale of a&alé property on Warren
Avenue at Leggett Lane to Mid Atlantlostal Propertieswvhich proposed to
build the postal facility and lease it to the Postal Se®ice.

Newspapers Serving the Town and the County

Until 1936, George Cary had publishétle Blue Ridge Guideewspapein a
small frame building fronting on Main Streetadf e nt t o Car y o6s
This newspaper was the successor to the origfiappahannock Newgublished

in 18771878; The Blue Ridge Ech@ublished in 1878882; andThe Call
published in about 18888855 Publication ofThe Blue Ridge Guideeagd in
1936 because of Caryds poor heal th
when Lucy Catherine Bowieand Bruce Bowie started publishing the
Rappahannock NewsTheir office was located on the western part of LoaR5
the southeast corner of Main and Middle streets. In 1950, Lucy purchased tt
southern part of Lot 13, which had been the site of the Menefee family®%home.
A plain 1¥%zstory concrete block building was constructed on this land, and this
became th&kappdannock Newsffice. With the help of their sole employee,
John M. Barber, the Bowies brought to their office a used Linotype machine an
other equipment purchased in Scottsville, Virgfifialn 1956 Lucy sold the
business to Madison County Judge Basitk&i® Judge Burke and printer John
Barber were joined by R.E. Many and Sarah Latham, the latter of whom wa
employed by the newspaper for the next 25 y&ans.1962, the newspaper was
sold to Green Publishers of Orange; in 1972 it was sold to Fauqibéslitng
Company; and in 1977 it was sold to Fauquier Times Democrat Company o
Warrenton, Virginia, with Arthur Arundel as President. In 2013, the newspapel
moved to the &tory stuccoed building on the northeast corner of Main and Jett
streets (309 JetStreet) that had formerly housed the Rappahannock Nationa
Bank, the Post Office, a residence, and several businesses. In 2018, t
Rappahannock Newsgas an independent newspaper, owned by Rappahannocl
Media, with Dennis Bracks publisher and journalist John McCaslineditor.

Sheriff William Buntin

The only recent sheriff of Rappahannock County to live in the town of
Washington was William Buntin. In 1950 William A. amgdizabethBuntin

%% Rappahannock New&3 Decembe?018, p. A6; discussions about the location of the Washington post

office continued into 201@nd finally resulted in development of the katfre property as the new post office
facility (Rappahannock New&5 August 2019)

5 An excellent history of Rappahn nock Countyds newspapers from 18°
Hutchinson and Theresa Reynol@s) the Morning Side of the Blue Ridgecompilation of articles

published in thé&kappahannock Nevis 1983, pages 12824

51 Rappahannock County Deed Bdgk, page 127

52 Daphne Hutchinson and Theresa ReyndRisthe Morning Side of the Blue Ridgage 123

53 Rappahannock County Deed Book 59, page 141 and Deed Book 65, page 68

54 Daphne Hutchinson and Theresa Reynalisthe Morning Side of the Blue Ridgage 124
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purchased the northern part of Lot 16, containing 0.3445 acre (195 Main Street)
and the Buntins built the brick home that is located on the proffekyilliam

was appointed sheriff of Rappahannock @guin 1976 and retired in 1984.
There was a tale that errant teenage boys, driving without a license and having
managed to acquire beer from a country store, were spotted by Sheriff Buntin.
The teenagers took flight and thought they had eluded thefdhespeeding

and taking numerous back roads through the county. However, when the boys
arrived home a few hours later they found Sheriff Buntin waiting for them on
their front porch. Some Rappahannock County men recall that the worst fear of
their miseceant youth was to be apprehended by Buntin and then be hauled before
Judge Rayner Snead at the courthouse. Elizabeth taught at the high school, was
a social worker for 33 years, served as director of Rappahannock County Social
Services, authored the guts for the Trinity Church house tours, and wrote a
book on the hist o®tAf todfr BWiolnfii aerhdds Pdaera
their daughter Nancy continued to live in the family home on Main Street. In
2018, she had lived in the town of Washington68 years and she celebrated

her 102nd birthday with her daughter Nancy on 1 November 2018.

Activities, Entertainment, and Recreation

In 1946, Harold C. Geest and his wife Hester, residents of Culpeper County, had
acquired town Lot 14 at the northwesrner of Porter and Main streétsThere

were no buildings on the lot, and in 1951 Geest leased the western part of the lot
to the Town of Washington for use as a recreation area for a period of fivéyears.
The townbdés playgrownrdcdedui grhentb atsaednelr
on Lot 27, and it was reinstalled on the leased fardhe playgroundvas located

on this property until 1956 when Geest sold the property to W. Arthur Mller.

The building on town Lot 1&n the northwest corner of Main and Jett streets also
provided recreational facilities. It had been built in the 1930s and contained a
pool room serving beer in the basement. The private Rappahannock Club had
Saturday night dances, dancing lessons, andt dr enés parti es ¢
There were apartments on the second flboAnother place for entertainment

was the fire hall; in 1954, the Town Council agreed to let teenagers use this
building for parties? | t was al so r epolshuegoutiom 19

% Rappahannock County Deed Book 54, page 250

5 Rappahannock New8 November 2018; M. Elizabeth BuntMijssion: A Study of the Churches of
Bromfield Parish files of Trinity Episcopal Church

57 Rappahannock County Deed Book 48, page 20

%8 Rappahannock County Land Books showed no dollar value for buildings; Rappahannock County Deed
Book 56, page 448

5 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, November 1958 and May 1962

" Rgppahannock County Deed Book 64, page 229

" Elisabeth B. and C.E. Johnson Bappahannock County, Virginia, A HistoGreen Publishers, Orange,
VA, 1981, p. 144

2 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, October 1954
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weekends at the Washington Cash Storet h e  tporposedgsnera stdre,
where you could buy anything fEBdm a
1951, a group of people led by attorney George Dhuishand of mayor Dorothy
Davis, sponsored the summer music concert of the Blue Ridge Musical Festiv:
Association at Avon Mill, on Old Mill Road. Over 600 people atternded.

The Trinity Episcopal Church women instituted theat& fall house toyrdried
flower sale, and afternoon tea in 1956. Headquarters for the event were locat
in the Churchodés parish hall on Gay
event in Rappahannock County and the entire communityasldk present the
best of Rappahannock County homes. The dried flower sale was discontinued
2016, but the house tour occurred annually through 2018. Almost 200 home
were showcased during the-g@ar tenure of this evefit. The Church sponsors

an annuaHalloween party that many hundreds of children attend.

For many years beginning in 1968, William and Ram@aarigan graciously
permitted the lawn in front of their home, Avon Hall, to be used for 4th of July
festivities, including an afternoon of fun and games and entertainment and a
evening fireworks displaif. This event was open not only to town residents, but
to all/l who wished to view the <cel
Carrigan was thRappahannockle wisMan of the Year o i
and Ramona were only pdime residents of the town, he gave his second home
full-time dedication. He played an instrumental part in creation of the
Rappahannock County library and the Rappahannock Hist@améty in the
1960s. He purchased the old garage at the northeast corner of Main and Midc
streets and restored the building, initiating the revitalization of the tovxfter
the Town of Washington purchasé&the Ca
4th of Julycelebration was discontinued for several years and then was recreate
by the Sperryville Volunteer Fire I
522 and then on the Ben Venue farm near Route 211.

The towncelebrated its bicentennial December 1996, commemorating 200

years since its establishment in 1796 by the Virginia General Assembly. Man
activities occurred, including walking tours of the town, carriage rides through
the town, a Christmas Bazaar benefitting the Child Care and Learning Center,
bake sale for the Rappahannock League for Animal Welfare, a parade throug
the town, the Piedmont String Ensemble presentation, a Toy Soldiers Christm:

The New York Time42 June 1983

74 Daphne Hutchinson and Theresa Reyndlisthe Morning Side of the Blue Rigdgecompilation of

articles published in thRappahannock Neviis 1983, page 552

“Helen Wil |l iams, 0 THhReappdhannoakl News @ctaber 20I® ur , 0

6 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, July 1968; Rappahannock County Deed Book 169, page 362
" Rappahannock New81 December 1981, quoted in the 24 January 2019 edition of thpayeaus

8 Rappahannock County Instrument 020001760
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musi cal , at yidbiant ch dtaryeeg agl anting cerem
presentation of the Sh%®pherdos Pl ay a

Many social activities were sponsored by the Baptist and Episcopal churches.
For example, in February 2010, the Washington Baptist Church @eohis

14th Annual Variety Show at the Theatre in Washington. A free chili/soup
supper at the church preceded the faroifgnted show, which included the
singing group I mmersed and the Churc
routine, skits, drama, jas, and youth presentatidfs.

The southwest corner of Jett and Gay streets is the location of The Theatre at
Washington, Virginig291 Gay Street). The theater was constructed by Buford
Roy Armelin 19471948. It was originally used as a movie theatet also as a
venue for community plays by local citizens and schoolchildren. nQuhe

early film years, the theater was packed almost every night of the week, hot dogs
and hamburgers were sold from what is now the box office, and what is now the
of fice section of the building was an
and hisfamily.8* At that time, the building was segregated; African Americans
were permitted only in the balcony and not downsfdir§he theater and lot
were owned and managed beginning in 1983 by Patricia W. Weiftb&he
develped the theater into a venue for a wide variety of musical and dramatic
performances, usually on weekends and often for one or two performances only.
The Rappahannock Association for the Arts and the Community (RAAGgal
nonprofit volunteer organization promoting local artists, also used the theater
before relocating their performance venue to the former Methodist Church
building on Lot 43 although the Fag night film series remained in the Theatre.
The Theatre became known for its professional musical performances, including
the noted Smithsonian at Little Washington chamber music series, and featured
many weltknown classical instrumental and vocal stgi The Theatre also
presented professional chamber music, recitals, jazz, and a variety of other light
music, humor and drama. In 2014, Weinberg sold this enterprise to The Theatre
at Washington, Virginia LLC (Nancy Raines), which continued the traditfo
high-quality performances developed by Weinb¥&rg.

The Rappahannock Association for the Arts and the Community (RARS a

major force in communigpased entertainment. It was a focal point for the arts
in Rappahannock County and itfilied its mission to create the opportunity for

all residents of the County to enrich their lives through exposure to the arts. The

® Rappahannock New&1 December 1996

80 Rappahannock New8 February 2010

81 personal communication from Wendy Weinberg, 2019

82 Recollections of J. Stewart Willis in an interview conducted by the Rappatiaheague for
Environmental Protection, 2018

83 Rappahannock County Deed Book 143, page 593

84 Rappahannock County Instrument 140001081
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nucleus of this organization began in 1982 when it sponsored films in the theatt
located on town Lot 28 on Gay Streetttieas then called "The Gay Street
Theater 0 RAAC al so sponsored communi
courthouse lawn in the 1980s. RAAC grew to became a local nonprofit voluntee
organization promoting local artists and meting such cultural activities as
quality films, theater, concerts, poetry readings, and dance. In 1991 the RAA(
offices were located in the Packing Shed building on town Lot 31 and the
performing venue was the Ki Theater on Lot 43 on Gay Street. atés |
building had been the Methodist Church; it was purchased by Rappahannoc
County in 1990 for use as a public facifily As RAAC developed, the theater
became the RAAC Community Theater. In this venue were presented play:
readings, and poetry coffémuses. RAAC also sponsored workshops, dances,
programs, concerts, school events, cinema, and other activities that enhanced
communi t y 6 s-beiag. tAingvel ievent wes kthé presentation of oral
bi ographies by | ocalarye $iwlhop detelsated itsa |
20th anniversary in 2088 RAAC al so sponsored athe
the Theatre at Little Washington,
T a | dtthe Rappahannock County library, with guest speakers on a variety c
topics; the Fall Art Tour of the Artists of Rappahannaakd Soup and Soul, a
monthly potluck dinner where artists discusdeeir work. RAAC was given
money through a bequest by Claudia Mitchell in 2011, and this fund served a
the organizationbs primary channel
Rappahannock County. As of June 2018, the Claudia Mitchell Rraddjiven
away $209,000 in grants to 56 different artists and organizations in the
community®’

A new feature occurred in 2018, that of the Inn at Little Washington
sponsoring a Saturday morning opsn market in the courtydrnext to The
Parsonage, where local farmers brought their produce and local artisar
displayed their wares. Civic celebration of the Fourth of detyrned to the
town in 2017 and 2018, when the new owners of Avon Haill Fischer and
Drew Mitchell-- sponsored a celebration for all on the grounds of their property.
Festivities were highlighted by an American Festival Concert, led by conductol
John Bargeois® | n Sept ember 2018,i vidlnon swaosc
the | awn west of the I nnds Tavern ¢
festival featuring a o6family reuni
attended by over 1,000 persons. Former Inn sous chefs returned to cook signat
dishes for attendees. There was also live music and fireworks. There was
charge for admission to the festiva

8 Rappahannock County Deed Book 179, page 774
8 Rappahannock New20 September 2018

8 Rappahannock New2 June 2018

88 Rgppahannock New$0 June 2017

99



complimentary admission; the Town Council had voted to provide $5,000 to the
Inn in support ofhis event?®

The Townbdés Christmas Cel ebrations

For many years, the town erected and decorated a town Christmas tree. An
elaborate ceremony was held to decorate and light the tree arfiTi&lbre was

also a home decoration contest at this time, with a vigorous competition for the
most beautifully decorated house. A Christmas party for children was held in the
old Fire Hall building on Gay Street, and carolers walked the streets and rode in
wagons serenading the town citiz€hsDuring 19801985, the Rappahannock
Association for Arts and the Community (RAAC) sponsored a community
Christmas celebrationon the courthouse lawn. This involved decoration and
lighting of the town Christmas tree, caroling, cookies and cider at the Gay Street
theater, a childrenbdés Christmas danc
music®?

Beginning in 1986 the Town government, its citizen Christmas Committee, and
the WashingtonBaii ness Council organized the
celebrate the Christmas holidays by reenacting colonial traditions. The Council
was a nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting tourism and business in the
town. Many activities occurred fahis event during the first weekend of
December. These included strolling carolers dressed in colonial costumes, tours
of the town by costumed colonial tour guides, colonial dance performances in the
Town Hall by women in period ballgowns and men in krgoats accompanied

by chamber music, Christmas plays at the theater, craft demonstrations in shops,
Santads Bakeshop, a childrenbés Chri s
tree trimming on the courthouse lawn, bonfires, a living nativity scene, and
colonial meals served at local restaurditsColonial Christmas dinners were

also sometimes served at the Fire Hall, at a cost of $10 for adults and $5 for
children. In 2002002, candlelight dinners were held at the Washington Baptist
Church for a cost db15 for adults and $5 for childréh.The Church has also
sponsored a Christmas eve cardjating service with special music, a time for
children, and a retelling of fiThe St c
concluding wi t h tth e Nify mtgdnde gyears fthe A Si

89 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, February, April, and May 2B&ppahannock Newspecial
supplement, September 20EBppahannock New6 September 2018
9 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, December 1963, desvan example of documentation for this
9 Recollections of Ruby Jenkins and Mrs. Arthur Miller publisheBappahannock New&3 December
1982
92 Rappahannock New30 December 198Zulpeper StaiExponent21 December 1984
% Rappahannock New&1 December 1986, 1 December 1988, 30 November 1989, 6 December 1990; 2
December 1992Culpeper StaiExponent25 November 1989, 26 November 1990; announcement brochures
in the Rappahannock Historical Society files
9 Colonial Christmas brochures, Rappahack Historical Society files
% Rappahannock New&3 December 2018

100



Rappahannock County High School Culinary Arts class sponsored a Christme
Sweet Shoppe featuring handmade truffles and Christmas candy at the Tow
Hall.

In recent years, the Town sponsored its annual Christmas phradgh the
town, consisting of the United States Army fife and drum corps, vintage
automobiles, parade presentations by local businesses and communi
organizations, and vehicles carrying the Mayor, Town Council and, of course
Santa Clas. The year 2018 was the 14th annual celebration. Local businesse
sold hot food and drinks, and stores and shops were open. The Town al
sponsored the Town Christmas Party. This was a potluck covered dish dinn
and party in the Town Hall, open tb gesidents and persons who worked in the
town and their familie®

The Methodist Church

The Methodist Churclocated on the southeast corner of Gay and Jett streets ol
Lot 43 was purchased by the Town from the trustees of tiuec in 1980 It
became the Washington Town Hall. The Washington Fire Department Ladie
Auxiliary Thrift Store also operated in the building. However, the building had
no heat or restrooms and was used only sporadically. In 1990 the Town sold t
lot and building to Rappahannock County for use as a public fa®ility.the
1990s it became the Ki Theatand then the theater of tiRappahannock
Association for the Arts and the CommuniBAAC).

The County Library and the Washington Town Hall

The Presbyterian Churobn Lot 22 had been unused since the 1890s. The
property was purchased in 1939 by Franklin Clyde Baggarly, the owner of the
Avon Hall property adjacent to the town and a former attorney fototlva *°
After he was declared incompetent in 1959, his wife Frances Trott Bagggarl
sold the eastern part of the lot in 196@he trustees of the County Free Library
System, who were Q. D. Gasque (who was Superintendent of Public Schools
Elisabeth Johson, Freer Wilson, T. J. Pillar, and Virginia Milf€?. William M.
Carrigan was el ected chair MaThisgroup t h
of dedicated Rappahannock County residents rescued the old building and turn
it into a public library which officially opened on 19 September 1963. The town,

% Invitations to the Town of Washington Christmas Party, Town fikeggpahannock New&3 December
2018, p. B2

9 Rappahannock County Deed Book 136, page 710

9% Rappahannock County Deed Book 179, page 774

9 Rappahannock County Deed Book 44, page 177

190 Rappahannock County Chancery Case #2292, Baggarly vs. Baggarly; Rappahannocio€edgok
71, page 595

101 Rappahanack News29 July 1965, reprinted in the 7 February 2019 edition of the newspaper
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and the County, thus had its first public library. The collection of books was
accrued primarily by donations, and the library was initially open to patrons on
Wednesdayafternoons between 2pm and 5Hf. In 1983 a 106/ear time
capsule in the shape of a pyramid was constructed by Edward Bailey and installed
on the grounds of the library. A sealed copper box containing artifacts and
messages was placed in a concrete waght vault in the stonéaced capsule.

The vault was sealed in a special ceremony on July 4, 1983 to be opened on July
4, 2083. The library remained in the old church building until the end of 1990,
when it was moved into a newly erected building on Haghway just outside

of the town.

The building and land were sold by the library Board of Trustees and
Rappahannock County to the Town of Washington in 1%8&nd it was
converted to serve as the Washington Town kdlich had been loted in the
former Washington Methodist Church building on Lot 43 since 198®ews
from the Methodist church were moved to the building, and labldek chairs
from an early stage of the Inn at Little Washington were donated to the
building1% Eve Willis, an interior decorator and spouse of Mayor J. Stewart
Willis, created the cushions and draperies for the builtffhdylany books were
donated by Mayor John Fox Sullivan to fill the former library shelves. An office
for the Tsaninetassistantwas created inthe former church balcony.

The Rappahannock Historical Society

In 1964, over fifty people met at the Rappahannock County courthouse to
organize the Rappahannock Historical Socielydge Raynor Snead chaired the
meeting, and William Carrigan and Dorothy Davis helped run the meeting and
explain the reasons for the formation of the Soci¥tyln 1965, the Virginia
Telephone and Telegraph Compavas occupying a very old building on town

Lot 43 that had been one of the outbuildings to the Baggarly manor house. This
brick two-story building is believed to be one of the earliest brick structures in
the town of Washington. The Telephone Compaayipéd to raze the building,

but Carrigan argued that it should be preserved and the Company agreed to give
it to the Rappahannock Historical Society, providing that the building be moved.
There was no lot to move onto, so they agreed to donate 2250 fegiarktheir

land to the Society in 19658% Shortly thereafter, a moving contractor was
engaged, a basement dug, foundation poured, and the building was placed on the

192 Rappahannock New9 September 1963, reprinted in the 5 January 2017 edition of the newspaper

103 Rappahannock County Deed Book 175, page 298, and Deed Book 181, page 454

104 Rappahannock County Deed Book 136, page 710

Yl nformation from Laura Dodd, the Townés administr
108 Information from J. Stewart Willis in an interview given to the Rappahannock League for Environmental
Protection, 2018

107 Rappahannock Nesyv15 November 1995

108 Rappahannock County Deed Book 86, page 519

102



donated lot, at a cost of $2750 for moving and an additional $2750 for
landscaping. [M974, the building underwent renovation, including repairs to
the foundation, roof, and floors at a cost of $7#29n 2000 the building was
moved closer to Gay Street and an addition was constructed at the back th
approximately doubled the size of theilding.

During the 1970s the society was not very active, but when Howard and Hele
Holschuhcame to the County they were influential in bringing the society back
to life.1*° Catherine Knuepfer, Arland Welch, Lucia Ky, and Misty Hitt were
some of the devoted volunteers. Donna Fisher was employed as a
administrative assistant to manage the society offices and answer historical al
genealogical inquiries until her death. After that, Judy Tole became the executiv
dr ector, with her husband John Tol
directors. TheRappahannock Historical Society & Museum buildingw
houses the Society's offices, research library, museum, and gift shop. Mar
visitors enter the doors of this ilding to learn more about the town of
Washington and about Rappahannock County. The Society collects, preserve
and interprets the unique history and heritage of this area. The museum contai
artifacts of the county donated by descendants and bemsfacthe gift shop
features books, historical maps, memorabilia, and products from Rappahanno
County.

An important task of the Society is assisting individuals doing genealogica
research. Material on about 1,000 Rappahannock County families has bec
gathered. Early volunteers abstracted Rappahannock County birth, marriage, a
death records, wills, and chancery records to have information readily on hant
Part of the collections are Rappahannock County censuses and a large amoun
informationonte surrounding counti es. Th
investigated graveyards in the county and identified thousands of individual
buried there. The Society also collects and maintains historical information ol
county churches, schools, houses|snilusinesses, wars, towns, and many other
topics. The Society has obtained oral histories from many County residents t
supplement published information. Another project of the Society is conducting
research on the history of specific homes and praeiti the County, tracing
the land and its owners back to when Rappahannock was still part of Culpep
County and even back to the original land grants from Thomas Lord Fairfax an
King George Il. The Society has also undertakesiren digitization of tke
Society collections, with visual interface to the digitized information accessible
through the Societyds website.

1% Elisabeth B. and C. E. Johnson Bappahannock County, Virginia, A Histp@range, VA, Green
Publishers, 1981, page 73
110 Rappahannock New5 November 1995

103



The First Washington Museum

This museunwas located on the remaining first floor of what had been an-old 3
storytavern on Lot 31.When Main Street was widened and paaédr World

War |, it was necessary to remove both the front porch and the settmggborch

of the tavern. Subsequently, the two top floors were also removed, leaving only
a singlestory structve. The museumwas created by Miss Ruby Jenkind 975;

Ruby had been a member of thevatimen Town Council elected in 1950. The
museum was filled with her private collections and with donations by
Rappahannock County citizens. One room of the museum was a reproduction of
an 18th century kitcherwith copper kettles, kerosene lamps, and samplers.
Another room was a recreation of ermm schoolhouse, and a third veakarge
historic room filled with the history of Rappahannock County and the town of
Washington''* When Ruby died, her heirs disbandbd museum and sold the
contents.

The Middle Street Gallery, the Packing Shed Gallery, and the Gay Street
Gallery

In 1981 Dan Lewisa native of Washington D.C., founded aoofit art gallery
featuring local artists in the basem@f the Clopton House on town Lot 26. He
added picture framing and massage therapy to his art business, which he moved
in 1983 to the log building on Middle Street adjacent to the Inn at Little
Washington on town Lot 24. The art gallery was not proliitaso in 1987 he
convertedittoanepr of i t ar t il fThe MiddleoStreeteQaliety i v e .
! celebrated its seventh anniversary
. on 6 November 19883 It
remained in the building through
2013 and featured museum quality
panting, photography, and
sculpture. In 2014 the Gallery
moved out of the building, and the
building was occupied by the store
called "Antiques At Middle Street."
In the winter of 20172018, the
Middle Street Gallery returned and
occupied the back part tie

Drawing by Dan Lewis, 1985.
Rappahannock News, 13 December 2018

11 The museum was featuredan article inSouthern LivingFebruary 1978, page 6fhe New York Times
12 June 1983; also, an excellent description of the museum can be found in Daphne Hutchinson and Theresa
ReynoldsOn the Morning Side of the Blue Rigdgecompilation of articlesyblished in thdRappahannock
Newsin 1983, pages 11814
112 Rappahannock New®9 August 1991 and 13 December 2018
113 Rappahannock New3 November 1988
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Middle Street building* The 24member artists cooperative celebrated its 35th
anniversary in December 2018. It has maintained itspnofit

status because all the artistgre responsibility and through conducting a variety
of community activities including showing the works of talented high school
artists, joining with the community in painting a joint canvas, and offering
lectures and learning opportunitiés.

The studioand gallery of local artist Kevin Adams has been situated in two
historic buildings. The first was located on the northeastern part of Lot 31 where
in the 1920s, F. Downing Wood had constructed an apple packing facility
Multiple businesses were locdtan the building subsequentincluding serving

as the studio for Adams and as the art gallery named "the Packing Shed. Gallery
The second historic building was the mercantile store of James Brereton Jone
In 1836, Jonepurchased the orgalf acre town Lot 26 from his fathér-law

and also purchased the northern part of Lot!270n this property he built his
home, which came to be known as the Clopton House when it was inherited L
his granddaughter, Annie Washingtornds Cloptort!’ Jones also built a
mercantile building on the part of his property that fronted on Gay Street. Ir
20122015, The Clopton House LLC purchased the property and the mercantil
building was sold to Bradams Ridge LLC which, after extensive wadiwoy
became the Gay Street Gallenyd the studio of Adanis?

Medical Facilities

The town had been without a resident physié@mmany years. This changed

in 1974 when Werner Krebskt.D. and Jerry MartitM.D. purchased 0.871 acre
consisting of town Lot 42 and part of Lot #3.In that year, Krebser and Martin
obtained permission dm the Washington Town Council to build a ftithe
medical clinic on the property and, in January 1975, the new brick building
housing the Rappahannock Medical Clinic was opéffedt was estimated to
have cost $65,000 and was a modern building by towMasthington standards

of the time. Martin was born in Unionville in Orange County, grew up in
southern Delaware, graduated from the University of Virginia Medical School,
and did posgraduate training at the U.S. naval hospital in San Diego. He
returnedto Virginia to practice medicine at Culpeper Hospital where he met
Krebsert?! In 1999, Krebser retired and Martin became sole owner of the

114 Rappahannock Newblovember 23, 2017, page Al
115 Rappahannock New3 December 2018
116 Rappahannock @inty Deed Book C, page 51
117 Rappahannock County Will Book H, page 378
118 Rappahannock County Instruments 120000273, 150000150, and 150000328
118 Rappahannock County Deed Book 87, page 65; Rappahannock County Deed Book 111, page 190
120 Rappahannock New8 Jamiary 1975, quoted in the 20 January 2019 edition of the newspaper
121 Rappahannock New24 January 2019
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medical practice at 338 Gay Street?> He was joined in the practice by Dr.
John McCue who later established hisnopractice in a separate facilis?. In
the rear lower level of the Medical Clinic building at 3385ay Street was the
office of Capital Metro Physical Therapy, Thomas Papke, P.T.

The Washington Historic District

With the widening of the highway throughe town in the 1930s, some of the
townds historic buildings were severe
1940s. These included, forexample,tteB8 or y bui |l di ng housi
on the original town Lot 31, of which only the first flooasvable to be retained,

and the Menefee home on Lot 13 which was considered to be one of the most
beautiful homes in the town and which had to be demolished. In the 1950s four
commercial cinderblock/masonry buildings were constructed on Town Lots 13
and X that were uncharacteristic of the historic buildings in the town. These
events may have been the beginning of an awareness by residents and the Town
Council of the special historic nature of the town. As a result, efforts began to
recognizeandpreseav t he Townos i storic buildi

In the 1970s Peter Kramdhen mayor of the Town, held discussions with the
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commissioabout designating the Town as a
historicdistric!®* Thi s came to fruition on 15 Aj
Historic Districdb was | i sted on the Viom28Mayi a L.
1975, when the "Washington Historic District" was listed on the National
Register of Historic Placé€® The National Register, established in 1966, is the
U.S. gover nment 0 ssitesfblildimgs, structures, ant objedts d i
deemed worthy of preservation for their historical significance. In both the
Virginia Register and the National Register, the Washington Historic District
encompassed the entire town and many properties were demtbi as
contributing to the historic nature of the town, but no individual building was so
designated.

On 14 August 1985, the Town Council passed a Historic District Ordinance and
created an Architectural Review Boawtith the stated purpose of protecting the
style and historic character of the town, to help protect and maintain the

122 Rappahannock County Instrument 990000074

12 Rappahannock New&7 January 1999; Martin retired from active medical practice in early 2019; in June
2019 the Rappahannock County Health Department was
medical office at 338\ Gay StreetRappahannock New27 June 2019)

124 Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, 2017, page 5

125 Minutes of the Washington Town Qail, 11 March 1975

126 Calder Loth, editorThe Virginia Landmarks Registedniversity Press of Virginia, Charlottesville, 1986,

page 358dhr.virginia.gov/historieregisters/3220011 andnps.gov/nr
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architectural integrity of the historic district, and to restore and preserve the
architectural structures in the tow.

In July 2004 the \W&shington Town Council approved funding for a survey of the
townds buildings in response to pri
District Ordinancé?® The study cost $20,000 and was conducted by Cheryl H.
Shepherd of Millennium Preservatiorer8ices in Warrenton, Virginia. She
toured the town with officials from the Virginia Department of Historic
Resources, and they concluded that the town had great historically significar
architecture and strong historic associatithsS h e p h e r d dled tofai n ¢
reapplication for the Washington Historic District. On 6 September 2006, the
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission again recognized the historic
significance of the Town by approv
District designation. T amendment extended the period of historic
significance to 1945 and included many additional buildings located within the
corporate limits of the town and constructed up to that year. The Nationa
Register of Historic Placesgas also updated, on 21 November 2896.

Over ti me, many of the townédés negl
deterioration in an effort to prese
the Inn at Little Washington LLC, andhé Clopton House LLC have spent
millions of dollars renovating propertiggthin the town and returning them to
the beauty and character of their origins.

Rechartering of the Town by the Virginia General Assembly, 1985

TheTown of Washington was rechartedeglthe Virginia General Assembbn
14 March 19853 The new town charter had been drawn up by the Washington
Town Council in 198432

1985 SESSION
Virginia Acts of Assembly - Chapter 172
An Act to provide a charter for the Town of Washington, in the County of
Rappahannock and to repeal Chapter 226 of the Acts of Assembly of 1893-94,
which provided a charter for the town.
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia

Washington, Town Charter
Chapter 1. Incorporation and Boundaries

127 Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, 1986, page 22; Comprehensive Plan, 1988, page 22;
Comprehensive Plan, 2006, page 7

128 Rappahannock News4 August 2004

129 Rappahannock New&6 September 2004

130 National Register of Historic Places, Washington Historic District (#8220 Updated Nomination, 2006
18lvirginia Acts of the Assembly, 1985 Session, Chapter 172

132 Rappahannock News7 January 1985, quoted in the 3 January 2019 edition of the newspaper
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1.1 Incorporation -- The inhabitants of the territory comprised within the present

limits of the Town of Washington, as such limits are now or may hereafter be

altered and established by law, shall constitute and continue to be a body politic

and corporate, to be known and designated as the Town of Washington, and as

such shall have perpetual succession, may sue and be sued, plead and be
impleaded, contract and be contracted with, and may have a corporate seal

which it may alter, renew, or amend at its pleasure by proper ordinance.

1.2 Boundaries -- The boundaries of the town until altered, shall be as recorded

in the Clerko6s Offi ce of notkiCeunty Virginiaj int Cou
Plat Book 4, at page 68.

Chapter 2. Powers

2.1 General Grant of Powers -- The town shall have and may exercise all powers
which are now or hereafter may be conferred upon or delegated to towns under
the Constitution and laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia, as fully and
completely as though such powers were specifically enumerated herein, and no
enumeration of particular powers in this charter shall be held to be exclusive, and
the town shall have, exercise, and enjoy all rights, immunities, powers, and
privileges and be subject to all the duties and obligations now appertaining to
and incumbent on the town as a municipal corporation.

2.2 Adoption of Powers Granted by the Code of Virginia -- The powers granted
in 2.1 of this charter include specifically, but are not limited to, all powers set forth
in the Code of Virginia, 1950, 15.1-837 through 15.1-907, including subsequent
amendments thereof.

Chapter 3. Treasurer, Mayor and Council
3.1 Election, Qualification and Term of Office for the Treasurer, Mayor and other
members of the Council -- The town shall be governed by a seven-member town
council composed of five council members, the treasurer, and the mayor, all of
whom shall be qualified voters in the town and shall be elected by the qualified
voters of the town in the manner provided by law from the town at large. The five
council members, the treasurer and the mayor in office at the time of adoption of
this charter shall continue in office until the expiration of the terms for which they
were elected or until their successors are elected and qualified. An election for
five council members, the treasurer and the mayor shall be held on the first
Tuesday in May, 1986. Elections shall be held on the first Tuesday in May every
four years thereafter. The five council members, the treasurer and the mayor
shall serve for terms of four year. The term of each person elected under this
section shall begin on July 1 next following their election.
3.2 Vacancies -- Vacancies on the council, including the treasurer and the mayor,
shall be filled for the unexpired term from among the qualified voters of the town
by a majority vote of the remaining members of council.
3.3 Council, a Continuing Body -- The council shall be a continuing body, and no
measure pending before such body nor any contract or obligation incurred shall
abate or be discontinued because of the expiration of the term of office or removal
of any council members.
3.4 Mayor -- The mayor shall be the chief executive officer of the town. He shall
have and exercise all the privileges and authority conferred by general law not
inconsistent with the charter. He shall preside over the meetings of the town
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council and shall have the right to speak therein as a member of the council. He
shall have a vote as a member of council but shall have no veto power. He shall
be the head of the town government for all its ceremonial purposes and shall
perform such other duties consistent with his office as may be imposed by the
town council. He shall see that the duties of the various town officers are faithfully
performed and shall authenticate his signature on such documents or
instruments as the council, this charter or the laws of the Commonwealth shall
require.

3.5 Vice Mayor -- The town council, by a majority of all its members, shall elect a
vice mayor from its membership at its first meeting to serve for a term of four
years in the absence of or during the disability of the mayor; and the vice mayor
shall possess the powers and discharge the duties of the mayor when serving as
mayor.

3.6 Town Treasurer--The town treasurerods duti es

belonging to the town, to keep correct accounts of all receipts from all sources
and of all expenditures, to be responsible for the collection of all license fees,
taxes, levies and charges due to the town, to disburse the funds of the town as
the council may direct, and other such duties as prescribed by the council. The
treasurer may be compensated for his duties as such, in addition to his
compensation as a member of council, as shall be determined by the mayor and
the remaining members of council. He shall be a member of council with the
same rights and privileges as other members of council.

3.7. Meetings of Council -- The council shall fix the time of its regular meetings,
which shall be at least once each month, and, except as herein provided, the
council shall follow Robertés Rul es
necessary for the orderly conduct of its business except where inconsistent with
the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia. Minutes shall be kept of its official
proceedings, and its meetings shall be open to the public unless an executive
session is called according to law. Special meetings may be called at any time
by the mayor or any four members of the council, provided that the members of
the council are given reasonable notice of such meetings. No business shall be
transacted at the special meeting except for which it shall be called. If the mayor
and all the members of the council are present, this provision requiring prior
notice for special meetings is waived.

3.8. Compensation -- Compensation for the treasurer, mayor, and other
members of council shall be set by the council subject to any limitations placed
thereon by the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia. Increases in the salaries
of the treasurer, mayor and the other members of council shall not be effective
until July 1 following the next local election after the council approves such
increase. This section does not apply to any compensation paid to the treasurer
for the performance of his duties as treasurer.

Chapter 4. Appointive Officers
4.1. Appointments, Duties, Compensation, etc. -- A. The town council may
appoint a town superintendent, a town attorney, a police chief and other police
personnel and prescribe their qualifications, place of residence, duties and
compensation. B. Other Officers. -- The council may appoint any other officers
that the council deems necessary and proper and prescribe their qualifications,
place of residence, duties and compensation.
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4.2. Term of office -- Appointees under this chapter shall serve at the pleasure of
the council. The council may fill any vacancy in any appointive office.

Chapter 5. Financial Provisions
5.1. Fiscal year. --- The fiscal year of the town shall begin on July 1 of the year
following.

Chapter 6. Miscellaneous

6.1. Ordinances Continued in Force. -- All ordinances now in force in the town,
not inconsistent with this chapter, shall be and remain in force until altered,
amended, or repealed by the council.

6.2. Severability of Provisions. - If any clause, sentence, paragraph, or part of
this charter shall for any reason be adjudged by any court of competent
jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the
remainder of the charter but shall be confined in its operation to the clause,
sentence, paragraph or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which
such judgment shall have been rendered.

2. That Chapter 226 of the Acts of Assembly of 1893-94 is repealed.

3. That the town council acting as the Board of Zoning Appeals before the
effective date of this act is ratified.

4. That an emergency exists and this act is in force from its passage.

By this new charter, the Town was granted much broader powers and increased
responsibilities than it had had pre
towns under the Constitution a¥dn | aws
response to this mandate, the town adopted its first Comprehensive Plan in
August 1986, ordinances were brought up to date, and a Planning Commission
and a Board of Zoning Appeals were establisiédThe Town significantly

revised the Zoning Ordinande 1986, dividing the town into four zones from

the prior single zon&*

Establishment of the Boundaries of the Town

In the 1796 Act of the General Assembly establishing the town of Washington,

25 acres of langvere authoded to be incorporated into the towh.One year

later, land owned by William Porter was added to this, and the petition to the
Gener al Assembly to add Porterdés | an

133 Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, 2006, page 6 and page 15
134Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, 2006, page 15
135 Rappahannock New28 August 1986, page Al; Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, 2017, page 6
1% Samuel Shepher@he Statutes at Laegof Virginia, from October Session 1792 to December Session
1806, Inclusive, in Three Volumes, (New Series), Being a Continuation of Heeimgrork, AMS Press,
Inc., 1836, Volume Il, page 2%2
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town of 51 lots with two nortisouth streets and fiveross streetS’ Based on
later deeds of sale, it was determined that the lots measured 132" by 165" (or
half acre), the streets were 30" wide, and the area of the town was 305%acres.

On 12 February 1894, when the town was incorporated, the act Gletineral
Assembly provided that the boundar:i
every side beyond the boundaries of the town, as described in the origin:
charter. o Then, on 22 January 1985
of Washington ented into an agreement establishing boundary lines betweer
the two entities. A survey and plat were prepared by James G. Butler delineatir
the new boundaries, which were approved by the Rappahannock County Col
on 6 June 1985. By this enactment, the aethe town became 179.7526
acres-®

Finally, in 1999 the Town and Rappahannock County enacted a joint resolutio
changing the boundaries of the town again. A new survey and plat were prepar
by James G. Butler, and the boundaries were extended slghtiyo places
along the northwest boundaries. The area of the town became 182.0171 acr
This was approved by the Rappahannock County Court on 8 Juné&*1999.

The Avon Hall Property

The Avon Hallhouse began its recorded history i21&s the home of John and
Mary Resor and their six children, located on Gay Street on Lot 42 and LBt 43.
After John died in 1833, Mary continued to reside there and also had a tavern
the building*? John William Jett purchased the property in 1838 @mmted it

to George Thorn who continued the tavern busi8€8eginning in about 1849,

it served as the Washington Academy and as a boarding house, and in 186€
was purchased by Baldwin Bradford Baggarly and converted to his #ibides

only survivingchild, Franklin Clyde Baggarlyinherited the property in 191%

In 1931 Franklin Clyde Baggarly moved the house from Gay Street to the hill
east of the town above a pond, enlarged the building, addedstdwygportico

with full height columns, and renamed it Avon Hall.

137 George Calvert, James Jett Jr., James Wheeler, andriMiiiater, Culpeper County, 1 December 1797,
Legislative Petitions Digital Collection, Library of Virginia, Richmond, VA, Record number 000154073,
also, Legislative Petitions of the General Assembly, 178%b, Library of Virginia Accession Number

36121, Ba 58, Folder 71.

138 Maureen HarrisHistory of the Town of Washington, 178833 Rappahannock Historical Society, 2015

139 Rappahannock County Deed Book 150, page 721 and Deed Book 152, page 276; Plat Book 4, page 68;
Rappahannock County Chancery Case N6132

140 Rappahannock County Instrument 990001042

141 Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page 189

142 Rappahannock County Chancery Case #5, Resor vs. Resor; Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page
384

143 Rappahannock County Deed Book C, page 71

144 Rappahannock County Deed Book L, page 464

145 Quoted from Rappahannock County Will Book Q, page 245
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The property on which the Avon Hall house is sited was acquired by the Baggarly
family during 18661954 in multiple parcels, totaling 12.452 act¥sin 1959,
Franklin Clyde Baggarly's wife Frances Tr8@ggarly successfully petitioned

the Rappahannock County Court to permit her to take over her husband's
business affairs because of his mental incompetéh&he sold the 12.452 acres

of land containing the Avon Hall house and pond to William and Ramona
Carriganin 1960 for $40,006% In 1968 and 2001, the Carrigans purchased
additional land adjacent to their 1960 purchase, such that the total acreage
became 19.0097 acr&s.

In 2002, the Town of Washington purchased &von Hall property from the
executors of Car r ¥¥graenandcontainddithe AvonrHalls 9 2 C
house and extended from Warren Avenue on the north to the property lines of
homes and of land owned by the Child Care and Learning Center on btn Sal
Avenue on the south. The next year, the Town and the Child Care and Learning
Center exchanged several small parcels at the southeast part of the Avon Hall
property, and in 2006 the Town sold 4.0 acres to Rappahannock County for
$400,000°* The latter &nd, designated as Tax Map 2QA15B, was a
rectangle abutting the east side of the courthouse complex and extending from
Warren Avenue to the northern property lines of the Mount Salem Avenue
homes. In 2002010, the Town constructed the Wastewater fimeat facility

on the southern part of the property (Tax Map 2080), with access to this via

a 50' rightof-way from Warren Avenue along Leggett Lane

Over time, the town was feeling incredgaressure to sell the remaining Avon
Hall property as it attempted to remain solvent while paying down the debt of the
$4 million wastewater treatment planSeveral plans for sale of the property
were considered by thEown Council, aided by the Avon Hall Study Group
composed of cochairs Gary Aichele and Mary Ann Kuhn, with members Fred
Catlin, Judy DeSarno, Allan Comp, and Ray Gooch, aided by land planner
Milton Herd. The plans included selling the remainder of therAMall estate

as a single parcel; dividing the land into sntal] reasonably priced homes;
selling a Ysacre commercial lot on Warren Avenue; and a combination of these
and other options. The Town Council also convened an Avon Hall Property
Study Groupto consider potential uses for the buildings and for the land. In

146 Rappahannock County Deed Book L, page 464, Deed Book V, page 294, Deed Book Y, page 85, Deed
Book Z, page 281, €ed Book Z, page 282, Deed Book 28, page 377, Deed Book 28, page 478; Deed Book
29, page 254; Deed Book 42, page 459, and Deed Book 61, page 107

147 Rappahannock County Chancery Case #2279 and Case #2286, Baggarly vs. Baggarly; Rappahannock
County Bond BooK 0, page 100

148 Rappahannock County Deed Book 72, page 378

149 Rappahannock County Deed Book 92, page 319, and Rappahannock County Instrument 010000043
150 Rappahannock County Instrument 020001760

1519 October 2002 resolution by the Town Council; Rappahannock County Instrument 010001263,
Instrument 020001778, Instrument 030001778, and Instrument 060001175
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January 2016 the Town Council approved a resolution in which the Counci
would give serious consideration to offers to (1) purchase the entired&®2
property; (2) subdivide the propgrto create lots to facilitate sale of existing
structures on the property; (3) subdivide the property to creatacee@ot to
include the Avon Hall house and the pond; (4) subdivide the property to create
half-acre lot at the corner of Leggett Lanelaifarren Avenue; and (5) develop
all or parts of the property to increase the number and diversity of residentic
homes in the towf?? The resolution was the culmination of a comprehensive
review and planning process that began in 2013. The Avon Hakntyopas
then put on the market for sale.

Two months later, Town attorney John Bennett was engaged in negotiations wif
a potential buyer, and on 5 July 2016 the Town completed sale of two adjacel
parcels of the property to Avon Hall LLC (William Fischand Andrew
Mitchell) for $750,000>° The first parcel, designated as Tax Map ZBA15,

was 7.5584 acres and contained the Avon Hall mansion, the pond;séotyo
cottage, and a small frame building. The second parcel, designated as Tax M
20A-1-116 and located east of the first parees 1.5289 acres and contained a
frame building. Certain restrictions were included in the deed, including that the
Avon Hall mansion should be preserved in its current appearance and be us
only for a singlefamily residence, that the two parcels contrd be subdivided,
and that a 5@oot wide wooded buffer zone be maintained to separate the first
parcel from view of the wastewater treatment facility. These restrictions were {
be in place for a period of 40 years.

The sale addressed several town preoms , including the
down the debt on the wastewater treatment system, which was $178,000 per ye
The proceeds of the sale were specifically earmarked toward thi$>teht.
2018, the Town still owned two parcels of the originalrigan property: 0.5853
acre located adjacent to Warren Avenue (Tax Map-20A9) and 5.2824 acres

on which was located the wastewater treatment plant (Tax MaflBD).

Water, Wastewater, and Trash

A major accomplishment was establishing a saferafiable water suppland
facilities to deal with wastewater. Town water is obtained from two wells located
in Harris Hollow constructed in the 1980s and 1990s. In 2010, the Town
completed construction of the Washington Wastewatste8y to deal with the
problem of deteriorating septic systerfbesdssuesare described in Chapter 9.

152 Minutes of the 11 January 2016 meeting of the Washington Town Council
153 Rappahannock County lmsment 160000598
154 Rappahannock New&7 May 2016
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The Town initiated a recycling program in 1976. Mayor Peter Kramer appointed
June Jordan, a professional potter who lived on Lot 7 and who wasrtiesnizer

of the Town Council, to start and operate a recycling center. L.V. Merrill
permitted land behind his car dealership to be used. In 1977 the recycling center,
run by volunteers, collected $550 from selling newspapers and aluminum, which
was donatetb the Washington Volunteer Fire Department to aid in construction
of a new firehous#&® Although this effort stopped after several years, the Town
re-initiated a recycling program with monthly pickups in 19%0This was also
heavily dependent on volume efforts and was eventually abandoned.
Subsequently, the two Rappahannock County recycling centers in Amissville and
at Flatwoods were established and were available to town residents and
businesses for trash and recycling.

The Town Relinquished Owner$ip of the Jett Street and Middle Street
AStub Streetso

In February 1990, the Town Council enacted an ordinance in which the Town
vacated the part of Jett Strdetated east of Gay Street. This was enacted
because the Caougil felt that it was in the public interest to change this land to
have no status as a public street or public right of\¥ayhe Town also vacated

the part of Middle Streddcated west of Main Street. In 2013 Pat@k Connel |
owner of the Inn at Little Washington, had made it known to the Washington
Town Council that the Inn would like to take over ownership of this small
property. This parcel of land was owned by the Town and was a public right of
way but was unsigly and in disrepair. The land was located between properties
of the Post Office/Country Cafe building on the south and the Inn Tavern Shops
on the north, both of which were owned by the Inn. The Washington Town
Council held a public hearing on this neaiton 15 July 2013 at which the Council
found that the stub street served only the properties owned by the Inn and that
mai ntaining the stub street fAwould be
is now served. 0 The Cowtocthellnn and toe d t
incorporate it into the property of the Inn Tavern Shops (Tax Map1208) 1°8

The Inn and the Town were sued over this transfer of property by David Konick,
an attorney in Rappahannock County, who claimed that the transfer was
unlawful, but this suit was dismissed by the Circuit CdettOn 11 May 2015

the Town Council again voted to vacate the stub street to the Inn; the southern
part the parcel was incorporated into Tax Map 2937 and the northern part

was incorporated into Tax MapO&-1-181%° The Inn then considerably

1% Rappahannock New&6 March 1978, quoted in the 13 September 2018 edition of the newspaper

1% Minutes of the Washington Town Council, 13 June 1990

157 Rappahannock County Deed Book 178, page 763, 13 FgLi980

1%8 Rappahannock County Instrument No. 130000836

1% Rappahannock County Instrument No. 150000B&fhpahannock New&0 December 2013 and 14 May
2015; Rappahannock County Instrument Nos. 150000504 and 150000805

160 Rappahannock County Instrument No. 160812
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improved the appearance of the property with hardscaping and landscay
plantings.

The Middle Street stub street after renovation by the Inn at Little Washington

The Trinity Church Parking Lot

In 1962, 0.15 acre tfie western part of Lot 25 was sold by Quarles Oil Company
to Trinity Churcht®® Multiple small buildings on this property were torn down,
and a parking lotor the Church was constructed on the 1&Ad.

The Trinity Church parking lot before it was cleared

In 1994 a fountairnwas installed at the southeast corner of Main and Middle
streets at the edge of the Trinity church parkioty IThis sculptural fountain,
donated to the Choh by The Inn at Little Washington, was 6' tall with a bottom
container that was 5' wid€® In 2014, The Inn again collaborated with Trinity
Church to i mprove the churchos park

161 Rappahannock County Deed Book 77, page 48

162 photograph and caption for the western part of LoR2fpahannock New&3 December 1962, reprinted
in the 4 September 2008 edition of the newspaper

163 Rappahannock New&7 April 1994
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and which was adjacentto one bf¢ entrances of t he |
building named AThe Parsonage. 0 The
including paving the parking lot and installing hardscaping and landsc&ping.

It was estimated to cost $180,000, and the Town contdib®€,000 towards

this cost®® In 2015, the Town, the Inn, and Trinity Church were sued by local
attorney David Konick, who claimed that the Town violated laws governing
churchstate separation, but the Circuit Court dismissed his initial suits; the
Suprene Court of Virginia %BTkedown mguredt e d
significant legal costs defending against these &its.

164 Rappahannock Carty Instrument 140000455

165 Rappahannock New&6 March 2015

166 Rappahannock New&6 March 2015, 14 January 2016, and 16 June 2016
167Washington Town Council meeting, April 2016
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Chapter 8. Town Comprehensive Plans, Ordinances,
Architectural Review Board, Zoning Board, and Task
Forces

Early Bylaws and Ordinances and Changes in Government of the Town

When the town was established in 1796, it was to be govémned#member
Town Board of Truste€'sThis body enacted a Code of Bylaws in the early stages
of the town; unfortunately, this document is lost.

A second major document enacted by
Byl aws for the Regulation of the To
at their meetings in July 1877.The Bylaws contained twentyne items and
dealt with the method of collection and reporting of taxes and fees, maintenanc
of the streets, restraint of animals in the town, arrest of drunk persons, dischart
of firearms, ad other items. There was instituted a tax of 11 cents per $10C
assessed value of real and personal property.

Until 1894, the town was still managed by a Board of Trustees, as directed by tt
original 1796 legislation that created the town. This chamged2 February
1894, when the General Assembly of Virginia passed an act "to incorporate th
town of Washington in the county of Rappahannock.” The act stated that th
town would become a municipal corpec
"shall be \ested in a council of seven." The Act described elections of the towr
council, taxation of real and personal property, and various other matter
pertaining to management of the towithe Town Council adopted an ordinance
on 15 March 1894, shortly afténe town's incorporation act was passed. This
44-item ordinance established a tax of 25 cents per $100 of property; a schedL
of fees on multiple occupations, boarding and eating houses, theatrice
performances, liquor sales, and others; policing ofdha; maintenance of the
streets, alleys, and sidewalks; loitering and vagrancy; confinement of horse:
mules, cows, hogs, and oxes; maintenance of privies angdrsyand pollution

of public water; discharge of firearms; breach of the peace; and @t it

The Town of Washington was rechartered by the Virginia General Assembly ol
14 March 1985. By this new charter, the Town was granted much broader

! Source: Samuel Shephefithe Statutes at Large of Virginia, fradttober Session 1792 to December
Session 1806, Inclusive, in Three Volumes, (New Series), Being a Continuation of Neningrk, AMS
Press, Inc., 1836, Volume Il, page-22

2 See full text of this Code of Bylaws in Chapter 5

8 See full text of the Adn Chapter 5

4 See full text of the Ordinance in Chapter 5

5 Virginia Acts of the Assembly, 1985 Session, Chapter 172; see Chapter 7 for full text of the charter
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powers and increased responsibilities than it had had previously, including all
power s i d e bveng ander dthe tConstitution and laws of the
Commonweal th of Virginia.o I n resp
Commission and a Board of Zoning Appeals were established, ordinances were
brought up to date, and the town adopted its first ComprehensivenFAagust

1986. The Town also significantly revised the Zoning Ordinance in 1986,
dividing the town into four zones from the prior single zbne.

Comprehensive Plans and the Town Planning Commission

Section 15.1, Chapter 11, of the Cod&wfjinia relates to planning, subdivision

of land, and zoning. Section 15446.1 states that every governing body in the
Commonwealth of Virginia should adopt a Comprehensive felatie territory

under its jurisdiction. Aitle 4 of Chapter 11 of Section 15.1 contains authority

and direction for the matters to be considered in developing the Comprehensive
Plan, the method of adoption of a Plan, and guidelines for amendment and review
of a Pl an. T h e -222392B@ teguires the local lannig5 . 2
commissionto review the Plan at least once every five years to determine
whether it is advisable to amend the Plan. The Plans are for the purpose of
Agui ding and accompl ijustédj angl haamonious o r d
development of the territory which will, in accordance with present and probable
future needs and resources, best promote the health, safety, morals, order,
convenience, prosperity, and gener al

Multiple Comprehensive Plans have been prepared by the Town. After the Town
was rechartered in 1985, the townos
prepare a Comprehensive Plan specifically for the town, rather than being a part
of the Comprehensive Plan for Rappanock County. The first Plan was
adopted by the Town Council, with Dean F. Morehouse as Mayor, on 21 August
1986; much of the Plan dealt with th
current status of the town. Findings were that there were lows,tarepublic

sewer system, tourism was important, parking was inadequate, litter and trash
should be avoided, and groundwater should be protected from contamination.
Following adoption, the ordinances which implement the Plan were reviewed
and amendedSeveral amendments to the Plan were made on 10 February 1988.

In the Plan adopted on 8 September 1999 under Mayor J. Stewart Willis, a salient
sent ence wa s-toida Corhpeebensiva Rian, ypublic officials who
make decisions have no guide othiwan their own personal opinions as to the
public interest. o The goals and obj e
the unique character of the town, preserving natural features, protecting historic
resources, providing adequate services anditieg including a safe water

5 Rappahannock New28 August 1986, page Al; Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, 20&7 pag
" Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, adopted 21 August 1986
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supply, addressing the problem of inadequate sewage disposal systern
supporting recycling programs, and ensuring sufficient funds to suppor
operations in the towh.

The Plan adopted on 12 April 2006 dealt extensively wfta need for
infrastructure, particularly the issue of water and sewer sefiGmstruction

of the towndés wastewater treat ment
completed in April 2018° The 7Gpage Plan adopted on 10 September 2012
contained an dgnsive inventory and analysis of the current status of the town,
including its history, buildings and housing, commercial activities, finance, land
use and zoning, and community facilities and services. Major planning issue
wer e t hose o fr supglyethet Avon iHallspropersy tineestment,
attracting new businesses to increase the vitality of the town, and fosterin
tourism. Goals included preserving the historic character of the town, providin
adequate services and facilities to support thelree of t he t own
and providing adequate funding to support the governing and operation of th
town.

The most recent Comprehensive Plan was adopted on 11 September 2017 un
Mayor John Sullivan. This Plan was created by the Town Planningn@smon

with input from professional planners and from the community in humerous
ways. The Commission involved the public through forums, letters of update
public meetings, open work sessions, written letters, and interviews. The
involvement of the Towis near neighbors and Ra
was also sought through these public discussions and work sessions, and the F
was coordinated with Rappahannock County officials.

The purpose of the 2017 Pl anddecsiens it
regarding the future land use and development of the Town and to provide criter
to guide decisions, not only with respect to land use but also with respect t
planning for the provision of services, capital expenditures, and financial
conside ati ons. 0O Further, the purpose
are attuned to the trends of change, are reflective of them, and at the same ti
are mindful of the value of the Tow
that is safehealthy,nordd i scr i mi nat or vy, and econo
oriented to anticipate where the Town (and the County) might be in the nea
future and to assess every possible need. The goals and objectives includ
continuing to be an attractive stenation with a culture of hospitality welcoming

to visitors; retaining current businesses, building a more diverse mix of
businesses and a more diverse employment base; protecting the historic charac

8 Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, adopted 8 September 1999

® Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, adopted 12 April 2006

10 See Chapter 9 for details

1 Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, adopted 11 September 2017
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of the town while encouraging a diversity of hogsimptions; and optimizing
town expenses and identifying alternate resources to ensure financial stability of
the town.

Historic District Ordinance, the Architectural Review Board, and the
Historic District Design Guidelines

The townds hwastecognized incl97a oy the Commmonwealth of
Virginiaos Hi storic Landmar ks Commi s
Virginia Landmarks Registeand the National Register of Historic Plaessthe
AWashington H®laboththe \drgiriai Redisteriadtthe National
Register, the Washington Historic District encompassed the entire town and
many properties were considered as contributinghéohistoric nature of the

town, but no individual building was so designated.

On 14 August 1985, the Town Council passed a Historic District Ordirzarte
created an Architectural Review Board with the state@dqume of protecting the
style and historic character of the town, to help protect and maintain the
architectural integrity of the historic district, and to restore and preserve the
architectural structures in the towh.

The duties of the Architectural Rewr Boardwere specified as reviewing plans

for all new buildings and plans for changes to existing structures to ensure that
exterior color, style, and building textures and materials were compatible with
buildings consticted in the town during earlier time periods. The first public
meeting of the Board occurred on 21 November 1985 when the Board members
considered an application from Werner Krebser and Jerry Martin to construct an
office building on the northern part tfwn Lot 4214

In 1991 the Historic District Ordinanacgas revised. The new ordinance was
based on a draft by John McCarthy, the Rappahannock County Administrator,
and modifications recommended by Ann Miller, extified local government
coordinator for the Virginia Department of Historic Resources, and was reviewed
by the Townds Planning Commi $£Jhed&h and
page document followed fairly closely the 1985 ordinance but allowed fiiwr mo
flexibility. For example, the older ordinance stated that no materials may be used

in construction that were not in use in 1900 in the town, while the new document
stated materials wused #dAin Virginia.o
Avenue stipuhited materials had to be those used up to 1945, whereas the new

12 Calder Loth, editorThe Virginia Landmarks Registeuniversity Press of Virginia, Charlottesville, 1986,
page 358www.dhr.virginia.gov/historieegisters/3220011/andwww.nps.gov/nr

13 Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, 1986, page 22; Comprehensive Plan, 1988, page 22;
Comprehensive Plan, 2006, page 7

14 Rappahannock New&8November 1985

15 Rappahannock New29 August 1991
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document stated materials could be
The new ordinance also spelled out procedures for marketing a property whe
the owner wanted to tear down theildings and sell only the land.

The Historic District Ordinance was severely challenged in 202 when
Sidney and Mary Catherine Worlgyesented their plans to the Architectural
Review Board in August 2002 to build a new house on town Lot 33 and the
adjacent Lot 17. Seven months later the Board denied their request to build tt
home using the materials they presented, and a publimbdasfore the Town
Council was held on 14 May 200%. Points of contention were the modern
composite materials that the Worleys planned to use in construction of the hous
which apparently the Architectural Review Board found to be not in keeping with
the historic nature of the town. Also, the house was felt to be architecturally
incompatible with other properties in the town. The Worleys sued thelfown.
During the ensuing 13 months of litigation, thirteen closed sessions of the Tow
Council, and many durs of negotiations, an agreement was reached. The
Worleys were awarded a $75,000 settlement payment and had up to 5 years
build theirhousé® The townds i nsur ance -thirdswofe r ¢
the settlement payment as well as the townmatoly 6 s f ee s . Th
built their house in the town; instead they purchased and renovated a house
Flint Hill.

During this litigation, the presiding judge came close to declaring the Historic
District Ordinance invalid. As a consequence, tlad paid $20,000 for an
architectural preservationist to help revise the OrdindhTée goal was to write

a new Historic District Ordinance that would establish, within legal limits, design
review standards for development in the town that were comgaiiith
Was hi ngt on & s -tdwnh sharactei. cThel study mvasl cbnducted by
Cheryl H. Shepherdf Millennium Preservation Service§Warrenton, Virginia.

She surveyed and invented most of the buildings within the incorporated town
limits. Officials from the Virginia Department of Historic Resouraadicated

that the town had great historically significant architecture and stisboric
association® Shepherdodés findings |l ed to a
Historic District. On 6 September 2006, the Virginia Historic Landmarks
Commissioragain recognized the historic signénce of the Town by approving
an amendment t o t h e designationd Fhis ldmendment i
extended the period of historic significance to 1945 and included many additione
buildings located withirthe corporate limits of the town and constructed up to

16 Rappahannock New22 May 2003

"Worley v. Town of WashingtorRappahannock New&4 August 2003Washington PostL8 October 2003
18 Rappahannock New20 April 2004 and 23 September 2004

19 Rappahannockliews 22 July 2004

20 Rappahannock New&6 September 2004
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that year. The National Register of Historic Places was also updated, on 21
November 2006

The Historic District Ordinancevas approved by the Town Council on 14
November 2007 with the purposes to protect the historic significance and
integrity of the properties within the town, preserve and improve the quality of
life for residents promote tourism and support local businesses, stabilize and
improve property values, educate people about the local cultural and historic
heritage, promote local preservation efforts, promote harmony of style among
buildings of historic design, develop tlmstoric areas as a vital area, and
encourage sound stewardship of t he
Ordi nance was i ncorporated into the
approved on 14 May 2008. Because the Washington Historic District
encompssed the entire town, regulations in the Zoning Ordinance pertaining to
the Historic District were in addition to the regulations pertaining to the
underlying zoning districts of the town.

The ordinance reaffirmed the existence of the Architectural ReBaard This

Board is composed of five members, appointed by the Town Council, who have
demonstrated an interest in preserving the architectural integrity of the town and
who may have experience in historic preservatibistory, architecture, or
construction. The major purpose of the Board is to review, and approve or deny,
applications by property owners. The ordinance states that no building, fence,
structure, or sign shall be erected, reconstructed or substaatialgd until an
application has been approved as being architecturally compatible with the
historic landmarks, buildings, or structures in the Historic District.

An application approved by the Architectural Review Boaeteives a
Certificate of Appropriateness which is then reviewed by the Town Council.
Normal repair and routine maintenance and other minor actions that do not affect
the character of the Historic District are exempt from this requirement, and the
Architectural Review Board has no authority over the interior of buildings.

The Historic District Ordinance also addressed the issue of minimum
maintenance required of property owners. Specifically, no contributing building
or structure within the Historic Birict may be neglected such that irreparable
deterioration of the building would result. Razing or demolition of a building
also requires an application to and approval from the Architectural Review
Board.

The ordinance delineated the considerable amaiunformation required in an
application. The Architectural Review Board is to consider many factors, stated

21 National Register of Historic Places, Washington Historic District (482D Updated Nomination, 2006
22 washingtonva.gov/ordinances/20140522 TOW Zoning Ordinance.pdf
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in the Historic District Ordinance, in determining the appropriateness of any
erection, exterior alteration, or restoration. The Board istalbe guided in its
decisions by the standards and gui
District Design Guidelines.

These new Town of Washington Historic District Design Guidelinese
approved by th@own Council on 22 September 2008, and were amended on 1:
February 2012. The Guidelines are
Standards for Rehabilitation & Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic
Buildings® The Towno6s gui de lidentifieand preseeve ttiee s
form and detailing of the architectural materials and features that are importar
in defining the historic character
absolutely specific for each case. They encourage presertraboigh repair of
deteriorated materials or replacement by matching the original in design, colol
texture, and materials to maintain the original historic integrity.

Sections of the very lengthy Guidelines deal with alterations and additions
existing buildings; new construction; signs on commercial and other
nonresidential  buildings; light fixtures, vending machines, and
arbors/trellises/pergolas; neglected buildings; relocation of existing buildings:
and demolition of structures considered historjcaignificant?*

Property owners of buildings within the Washington Historic District are eligible
to apply for significant economic benefit of up to 45% combined state and federe
rehabilitation tax credits for rehabilitation complying with the Secretamhe

I nteriorés Standards for Rehabilita

Town Zoning Ordinance

A zoning ordinancevas passed by the Town Council in 1970 in which the entire
town was zoned residential, w-familly
dwellings, churches, libraries, and signs advertising businesses in the town. A
ot her propertyandcfeast weredeindheas Aari
been granted speciake permits by the Council. Twertiyo specific uses were
listed as permitted under the 1970 ordinafice.

During 1986, the Town Council adopted a significantly revised Zoning
Ordinancebr eaki ng down the townbés sing
village residential, village mixed use, village services, and rural residéntial.

this new ordinance, the byght uses in the village residential zone were

Zwww.cr.nps.gov/hps/alphaindex.htm

24 Washingtonva.gov/ordinances/HistDistDesGuideliQ@&pdf

2 Rappahannock New28 August 1986

26 Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, 2006, page 7, and Comprehensive Plan 1999, page 14
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expanded to include single family residences, libraries, home occupations,
orchards, gardens, vineyards, noncommercialkeeping, fowl, and signs. By
right uses in the village mixed use zone included all those listed in the village
residential zone plusetail uses of less than 700 square feet or craft uses in an
existing retail space. In the village services zone, all of the above uses were
permitted, plus public buildings and office buildings of not more than two stories
with not more than 1000 squdieet on the ground floor. By right uses in the
rural residential zone were the same as the village residential zone, with the
addition of agricultural and forestry uses and structures, including the making of
cider and wine and the keeping of farm ansna&xcept swine and except for
chicken houses larger than 2000 square feet. As in the 1970 ordinance,
nonconforming uses in existence prior to passage of the ordinance were
grandfathered in.

The 1986 ordinance also included a list of uses in each dbtinezones that

could be established by a special permit issued by the Town Council. Special
permit uses in the village residential zone includedfaily residences, public
utilities, and keeping of more than three dogs. In the village mixed use zone,
these uses were apartment houses, museums, retail space of less than 700 square
feet on the ground floor of new construction or converted residential structure,
retail space of 700 to 2000 square feet in an existing retail space, bed and
breakfasts, hote| restaurants, schools, parks, playgrounds, and commercial
signs. In the village services zone, the uses by special permit were clubs, lodges,
offices in buildings not more than two stories and not more than 1600 square feet
on the ground floor, and ctafccupations in other than existing retail space. In
the rural residential zone, the uses were home industries, private agricultural
production, dog kennels, wayside markets, and fairs and carnivals lasting one
week or less.

According to Frank Reynoldgen att or ney and member o
Commission, the 1986 ordinance restricted special use permits in residential

areas more than in nonresidential areas, because the 1970 ordinance had not
guaranteed the residential character of the resideméal’ i The very de
object is the protection of resident:i

On 14 May 2008, a new Zoning Ordinarwas approved, with amendments on
11 October 2010 and 12 August 2313n this lengthy document of 118 pages,
five zoning districts were specified, which were village residential, village mixed
use, village services, rural residential, and governmental services.

The village residential zone is essentially a residential district and comprises
approximately on¢hird of the town. The village mixed use zone is also mainly

27 Frank Reynolds, quoted Rappahannock New28 August 1986
28 washingtonva.gov/ordinances/20140522 TOW Zoning Ordmaaié
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a residential districbut contains existing retail spaces in addition; it comprises
about 7% of the town. The village services zone contaitadl establishments,
small office buildings, and offices of Rappahannock County and the state
government and comprises about 5% of the town. The rural residential zone
essentially a residential district with a wider range of permitted agricultural
adivities; about half of the town is in this zone. The governmental services zon:
comprises about 4 acres that serves as parking lot for government employee
maintenance sheds, and open land.

E Rural Residential

R
Village Residential j\ \ e

. Village Mixed Use

. Village Services

Zoning Districts of the Town of Washington, 2018
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Five uges were permitted by right in each of the five zoning distrigingle

family residences, noncommercial beekeeping, orchards/gardens/vineyards,
making of cider or wine, and keeping three or fewer dogs per dwelling unit. In
each district excefovernmental Services, temporary and honcommercial signs
no larger than six square feet were also permitted. The Village NUgedzone

and Village Services zone could contain such signs up to 15 square feet, retail
establishments of less than 1000 sqfieeg and craft occupations in an existing
retail space.; the latter zone could also contain public buildings and offices in
buildings of not more than two stories above ground with not more than 1000
square feet on the ground floor. The Rural Resideatime could have
agricultural and forestry uses and structures, including keeping farm animals
except swine and except for structures exceeding 2000 square feet for poultry.
The Governmental Services zone could contain governmental offices, public
buildings, emergency communications facilities, public safety facilities, parking
lots, public parks, and stormwater management facilities. Prohibited within the
town corporate limits were mobile homes, travel trailers, recreational vehicles,
and temporary statures used as a dwelling.

The Zoning Ordinance document specified a number of uses in each zoning
district that could be allowed by special permit, which requires review by the
Board of Zoning Appeals. This body consists of five individuals who are
resdents of the town. They are appointed to the Board by the Rappahannock
County Circuit Court judge. They serve for a term of five years, but a member
may be reappointed to the Board. The role of the Board is to hear and decide
appeals of a zoning violath and applications for special exceptions and
variances. The Town receives assistance in administering its Zoning Ordinance
from the Townds Interim Zoning Admini
as the Townbs attorney.

The 2008 Zoning Ordinance arnts amendments also delineated extensive
special requirements for nonresidential uses; nonconforming uses; general
provisions including area, setback, height, density, accessory structures, building
permits, and parking. Ordinances related to the Fldadh ®istrict and the
Historic District Zoning were also included in the 2008 Zoning Ordinance
document®

Other Town Ordinances

A number of other ordinancdsave been enacted by the Washington Town
Council in recent years These include, for example, the Community
Waterworks Cross Connection Control Ordinance in 2006 which was mandated
by the Safe Water Drinking Act and was intended to prevent contamination

2n late 2018 and early 2019, the Town Council considered and then approved an ordinance to amend the
Zoning Ordinance of the town to allow, by special permit, planned unit development in any zoning area.
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backflowing into the townbés ceaftl9®3 wc
which established policies and charges for the provision of water service withil
the town; the Water Policy Resolution of 2005 which established a tap fee o
$5000 for single family residences; and the Subdivision and Site Plan Ordinanc
of 1992and the combined ordinance definitions enacted on 14 May 1997, whicl
established regulations for subdivision and development of land within the
townds cor’porate | imits.

Town Task Forces, 2018

Several committees composed primarily of town residentg weerating in
2018 to address issues and concerns related to the Town. These included
Tourism Task Forgethe Business Task Force, the Finance and Administration
Task Force, the Infrastructure Task Force, aedthusing Task Forcg.

30 washingtonva.gov/ordinances/CrossConne@ial.pdf;
washingtonva.gov/ordinances/WaterPolicyResolution.pdf;
washingtonva.gov/ordinances/SubdivisionOrdinance.pdf

31 Minutes of the 13 August 2018 meeting of the Washington Town Council
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Chapter 9. The Town Water Supply and Wastewater
Systems

Early History

A plan of the town in 1837 showed that a town welk located at the south end

of Gay Street. Other locations for town wells were on the courthouse grounds,
dug in 1839; adjacent to Mrs. Coxeds
232 These were public wells; as needed, owners of the town loib&iply dug

their own private wells. With regard to wastewater, the originaldwak lots of

the town were adequate to meet the requirements for privies

In May 1881 the Town Board of Trustees agreed to pay the expense of having
thewellnear Mrs. Dear s hot el (now the |
a good and s ¢bls 188theBlael Ridder Guidaeewspaper
reported that "The sanitary condition of our town [Washington] is bad and should
be att endée dpparedly this waorecogaized for, on 15 March 1894,
shortly after the town was incorporated, the first Washington Town Council
adopted an ordinance that included se
sewerage fAsystemo:

#36. All householders are hereby required to clean their privies and hog-pens
thoroughly and keep them in good order. Any person failing to do so after twenty-
four hours notice by the Sergeant shall be fined two dollars for every day he shall
fail to comply with this regulation.

#37. All privies and hog-pens that open for the escape of filth on any street or
public alley of the town, or into the channel of any creek or drain or any sewer
and also any privies and hog-pens that stand within five feet of the margin of any
street, alley, channel, creek, drain or sewer (having their openings for the escape
of filth toward such street, alley, etc.) are hereby declared to be nuisances and
the owners or occupants of the premises on which such are situated, shall be
fined not less than one dollar for each day they shall remain after notice from the
Sergeant to remove them.

#39. If any person shall pollute the water of any of the public springs, pumps or
wells, he shall be fined not less than one nor more than five dollars for every such
offence.

! Rappahannock County Deed Book C, page 71; see Chapter 4 fof fti@town in 1837
2 Rappahannock County Minute Book for 1839
8 Minutes of the 13 May 1881 meeting of the Town Trustees
4 Blue Ridge Guide29 September 1892
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The early genesis of the townbés wa
changes in the courthouse and adjacent County buildings thratarded in the
minutes of the County government:

-In 1837, Commissioners were appointed by the Court to contract for
construction of a privy on the jail lot

-In 1839, a well was dug on the courthouse grounds. In 187%dlass was
purchased for the well for $2. In 1900, a pump was installed in the well. In 1932
an electric pump was installed in the well.

-In 1897, the Sheriff was instructed to have a blind erected in the lower corner ¢
the courthouse lot near the st of B. B. Baggarly for the purpose of urinating
behind.

-In 1900, Thomas Heywood, Clerk of the Court, was instructed to have the priv:
moved and blinds put around it.

-In 1932, a lavatory was installed in the Clerk's office and the Treasurer's office
-In 1934, a septic tank was installed for the jail.

-In 1935, a sanitary drinking fountaas installed on the courthouse lot.

-In 1936, a sewer system was installed in the jail and toilets installed in the
courthouse through use of Works Project Administration (WPA) labor.

-In 1947, toilets were installed for the Clerk and for the Treasurer.

-In 1949, an electric water cooler was installed in the courthouse.

-In 1957,the courthouse well had been abandoned; because the top of the we
was rotting, a concrete top was installed. There was a public drinking fountail
in the courthouse yard (as well as one at the corner of Middle and Main streets

Establishment of The Washington Water Works

In 1935, the Washington Water Wonkss established to provide treated water
to town properties. This project was conducted by the Works Progres
Administration (WPA), which was created on 6 May 1935 as the vehicle for
overseeing public works projects mandated by the federal Emergenef Reli
Appropriations Act. This was one
intended to deal with the Great Depression in the United States. Renamed tl
Works Project Administratiom 1939, the program employed modtlyskilled

men to carry out public works infrastructure projects. Among other works, they
laid roughly 9,000 miles of storm drains and sanitary sewer lines.

The townds new water distri ba8lackn
Branchwhere a concrete springhousas built. Water ran through new water
pipes to a 5doot diameter reservoand from there to Piedmont Avenue and the
town?> The pipes were laith a trench that was 3 feet wide and 3 feet deep on a
slope of sufficient grade to permit gravity flow of the water.

5 Rappahannock County Deed Book 39, pages 275 an@2&15
SiPl an of Washi ng tibphatinCamneon vaw €ases162) TownxohWashington versus
Bessie J. Huff et al.
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The Town Council needed to acquire right of way easements for laying the pipes
from the spring to theeservoir, and from the reservoir to the tow@ne of the
properties on which 1260' of this right of way was to be situated, located about
one mile west of the town, was owned by Bessie J. Huff. Huff refused to permit
the right of way, and the Town wésrced to bring the matter to Court. On 29

May 1935 the Town petitioned J.R.H. Alexander, judge of the Circuit Court of
Rappahannock County, to authorize the Town to take the right of way across
Huf fés | and Afor t he pur p oabpublicoand s up |
inhabitants of said Towno and to det e
to Huff.2 The Court determined that condemnation of the land was necessary and
appointed John A. Keyser, C.E. Johnson, Wade H. Massie Jr., and J. Frank Jones
as conmissioners to assess the land and to estimate comperisalibey
determined that $15 would be just compensdfion.

Apparently, other landowners realized that refusal to grant the right of way would
be fruitless and no other suits were brought to thertColihe Town obtained
ithe perpetual right, privilege, and
laying a pipe line and maintaining the same on, over, through, and across the
l andso of Annie Jones Wood and her
LouemmaC. Moffett and her husband William F. Moffett and Frances Carter
Smith and her husband Vincent Smith (4132"), Bessie J. Huff (1260, Lena A.
Wayland (891'), James L. Pullen and his wife Dora Pullen (1897'), and the
Rappahannock National Bank and the Stmeloah Valley National Bank (935").
From the property owned by the two banks the Town also obtained the site for
the concrete springhouse and 2 acres surrounding Black Brfanch.

To provide for payment of the cost in excess of a grant made to the Towa by t

U.S. Government, the Town Council proposed to issue bidnds.special

el ection was held in the town on 26 M
of the project. The vote was 74 in favor, none against, and one vot€ Vaitty

coupon bondsf $500 each, with an interest rate of 4% per year payable
semiannually, were executed and delivered; one bond would mature on 1
December of each year beginning in 1938. The bondholders were: Peoples
National Bank of Charlogtsville, 18 bonds, $9000; Second National Bank of
Culpeper, 4 bonds, $2000; Reconstruction Finance Corporation, 4 bonds, $2000;
Flora M. Zinn, 8 bonds, $4000; J.S. Galban, 4 bonds, $2000; and J.C. Metcalf, 2

" Minutes of the Washington Town Council, 16 May 1935
8 Common Law Case 162, Town of Washington versus Bessie J. Huff et al.
9 Common Law Order Book H, page 343
10 Rappahannock County Deed Book 39, page 275
11 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, 16 May 1935; Rappahannock County Deed Book 39, pages
315321
12 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, 17 January 1935
13 Information from Chancery Case 1913
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bonds, $100&* The bonds were payable from tileome and revenues of the
waterworks system after payment of the costs of operating and maintaining tr
system, and the Town established charges for water service to provide fc
payment®

After completion, a Virginia Department of Health publicationcdéed the
townds water system: AThe supply is
on a mountain 2 miles west of the town. Water is piped to a 10041&h
covered concrete reservéacated 2 miles west. Hypochlorite solution is added
to the water as it enters the reservoir by a grayje solution feeder. Water is
conveyed to the pipe system in town throughia® c h 1 i ne . 0o

In 1935, a volunteer fire departmewis organized as a result of the new
waterworks system in the town. Franklin Clyde Baggarly was elected chief o
the new department and was asked by the Town Council to develop a constitutic
and bylaws!’ The fire department was incorporated 88%. In 1940, a parcel

of land on Lot 29 on Gay Street was purchased by the Town of Washifigton.
On the lot was constructed the cinderblock Washington Fire Departmen
building, which was set back from the street and had large bays for entrance al
exit of the fire trucks. Having a functioning fire department and water supply
were essential to the Town for obtaining fire insurance

Unfortunately, the year after completion of the new water supply system, the
springs that were the gie of the water went dry due to drougbnditions. The
springs were supplemented by a well in 1939. However, water shortage
continued during the dry summer months. The 1930s drought dealt all o
Rappahannock County a sevdrew because almost everyone depended on
water for agriculture.

The Water Works Goes Into Receivership

According to the bond issuance in 1935, bondholders owned the waterwork
systemt® Over time, revenues from sale of water did not meet the priraigple
interest on the bonds. The Town defaulted in payments to bondholders, and t!
bondholders forced the system into receiver&ip9422° James W. Fletcher
was appointed as receivavhose dues wereto take possession of the water

14 Rappahannock County Chancery Case 1913; presentation by the bondholders at the 24 June 1954 meetir
of the Washington Town Council
15 Minutes of the Washingtondivn Council, 11 April 1935
16 virginia Department of Health, Bureau of Sanitary Engineeffulic Water Supplies in Virginia,
Descriptions and Chemical Analysé&aiblication 125, 1939
17 Culpeper ExponenB8 October 1935
18 Rappahannock County Deed Book page 139
19 Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, 2012, page 34
20 Common Law Order Book 9, page 104; Chancery Order Book 9, page 174; Rappahannock County
Chancery Case 1913
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system, operate it under the direction of the Court, collect all revenues, and
investigate whether water meters could be installed, what rates should be charged
for water usage, and what steps would be ssamy to put the system on a sound
financi al basis and would result in p
Financial difficulties still followed. Meter installations were completed in July
1944, but the water system was dry during several wadke summer of 1944;

no collections were made when there was no water proviBkdcher had the
opportunity to use a wetlrilled by the Virginia Agricultural Extension Service

on land owned by the Cloptons west of tbhevn near the community called
Blacksburg. This well was to drilled to serve itinerant fruit pickers, and a contract
was negotiated between Fletcher and Clopton to lease théowfille years at

$100 per year, renewabfor up to 20 years.

Fletcher resigned in June 1945, and Rayner V. Swaadappointed as receiver

in 19462 No interest had been paid to bondholders for several $elr<953,

the Town petitioned Rayner Sneadhis capacity agidge of the Rappahannock
County Court, requesting him to aboli
and drinking fountain$® The next year, the Town Council discussed using the
water rent money, then being held in escrow for fire hydrant rent, to purchase
some of the bonds from the 1935 bond issu&hce.

A public meeting was held at the courthouse in 1954 to hear a prasenat

the bondholders regarding selling the bonds to the TPéwithey proposed
converting the bonds from revenue bonds to obligation bonds. This proposal was
roundly disapproved by citizens present at the meeting.

Af ter t his, many  ddr redaits ewerel ignoredd sy the e q u
bondholders. These requests included, for example, a new chlorinator to replace
an antiquated one that was resulting in contaminated #atéis contamination

was particularly severe after hard raihgA new pump was rezled for the water
system. In 1957, b ot tveredrfopetaliieetheseovara 6 s
located at the corner of Main and Middle streets and on the courthouse gifounds.
It was believed that, in case of a major breakdawa,bondholders would not

pay for the needed repairs and the town would be out of water. The bondholders
were obligated to make no repairs exceeding $1000. Guy Burke, who maintained
the system, estimated that 4,08000 feet of galvanized pipe, whicrasv20

years old, would need to be replaced within a few years, and the chlorinator

21 Snead was followed by J. Rodes Brown Jr., John W. Price, Martha Critzer, and T.C. Lea durih§6255
22 Information from Rappahannock County Chary Case 1913

2 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, 8 September 1953

24 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, 13 April 1954

25 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, 24 June 1954

% Minutes of the Washington Town Council, 12 April and 10 May 1955

27 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, 13 November 1956

28 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, 9 July and 13 August 1957
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needed to be replacél.in 19561958, the Bureau of Sanitary Engineering of
the Virginia Department of Health found that 30% of water samples showec
contamination Finally, in 1958, a hypochlorinator was installed. There was
much discussion in Town Council meetings about whether the Town shoulc
purchase the water supply syst&m.

The Townobds wasdesnbedsnulp6g asyollows: Water is obtained

from an infiltration gallery and a drilled well. Water from the gallery is piped to

a 100,006gallon ground storage reservoir and from this point flows by gravity

to the distributiorsystem. The well water is pumped to the reservoir. The water
supply is chlorinated and about 85 metered connections are served by tt
system??

The Town Acquires the Water Works

By December 1966, the Town Council had prevailed on the Coaitow the
Town to purchase the Water WorkEhe Court ordered the Town to pay interest
on the bonds, required that $1000 be kept in reserve as an emergency fund, &
set the minimum cost for 2,500 gallons of eraat $3.00. The Court order
required that an initial payment must be made of $50 for each bond plus intere
for the prior six months. The Town took out-$8ar bonds to finance the
purchase, and by this the Town would have full ownership of the watengrk

1 January 1996. The Rappahannock National Bank agreed to accept payme
of water bills for a fee of $10 per month; the Town had responsibility for sending
out the water bills to property owne¥sLater that year, a plan was put into place
to remove water meters from inside buildings and locate them outside for ease
reading®

Maintenance of the Town Water System

The Town was now in charge of maintaining the water supply to properties ir
thetown. Guy Burke was employed to read the water meters, maintain the wate
pumps, add chlorine to the water, and other maintenance jobs. Minutes of tf
Town Council meetings detail issues with the water system, such as a
inoperative chlorinator, lack ofater samples being tested for contamination,
inadequate water pressure or no water pressure at all, and failure of water pumj
The | atter issues aff ec trating, issuedkeby the w
Insurance Services Ofec(ISO) of Virginia, located in Richmond. The ISO

29 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, 12 March, 18 March, and 8 April 1958

30 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, March 1958

' Rappahannock County, Land, People & Facilities
Division of Industrial Development and Planning, May 1964

32 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, 9 November and 14 December 1965 and 8 February and 8
March 1966

33 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, 13 December 1966
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ratingdepended on the town having a water supply that could deliver 500 gallons
per minute and a modern pumper able to pump 800 gallons per minute. At
i nspection, t lweuldnhobstart éngl was in pedr conditior, &nd
the fire hydrant tested would deliver only 240 gallons per mitfute.

In 1971, the springed reservoir that held the water supply for the town
underwent extensive repairs. To@,000gallon concrete tank was drained and

the entire interior was sandblasted, sealed at the seams, and washed out before
being refilled. The town was without water for several days during the process
of repair®® By June 1971, all bonds for the Wateokks had been retired and
ownership became solely that of the Town.

In June through October 1977, there was a shortage of waker town that was
deemed Acritical ; O dedwithno useeless vda®mlh s we
response, the Town purchased 1 acre of land from Edward Jones Clopton and
Eliza Clopton Anderson (Tax Map 4/8) in 1977 Edward and Eliza were the
children of Annie Jones Clopton Wood and had acquired the land from their
mother®® The Town also acquired from them a 50' wide easement extending
250" southeast along an unimproved road from theré parcel to Route 626
(Piedmont Avenue). The deed stated that the sole purpose of this purchase was
foruse bythe Townforitwat er system, including ft
in the future.o T déneé a plirophvause onothispropeftyc t e d
In October 1978 the town well on the former Clopton property was almost dry,
althoughthe eser voi r was “°fAn1680,chiwellgvasidtilled om wn .
the site to a depth of 600' but no water was found; the springs were thought to be
a secure water source for the near futéreBut, on 9 January 1981, town
residents turned on their tapsdadiscovered that there was no wéter.

The three springs on Jenkins Mountain that normally supplied the town were dry
during July 1980 through January 1981. Charlie Jenkins, a Town Councilman
who was also in charge of the water system, reported that wes only 5' of
water in the reservoir and that the well, a backup source, was practically depleted.
Usually water was pumped from the well only in the summer months when the
springs ran dry, but the springs had been dry for 7 months. The lack of
precigtation in 1980 and the lack of winter snowfall had created a serious
deficiency in the watetable. In the face of the water deficit, water was being

34 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, 9 February 1971, 11 July 1972, 5 June 1974, and 13 April 1976;
5 June 1974 letter to the Town Council from Insurance Services Office
35 Rappahannock New20 May 1971
36 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, June 1977
37 Rappahannock County Deed Book 126, page 389; Plat Book 2, page 73
38 Rappahannock County Will Book K, page 498
%% Rappahannock County Deed Book 138, page 605
4% Minutes of tle Washington Town Council, October 1978
41 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, May 1980
42 Rappahannock New5 February 1981
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provided to the town by 356@allon tanker trucks. The fire department lglou

100 onegallon containers of drinking water and distributed them at Trinity
Church. The Town enlisted the help of a professional dowserald Turner of
Front Royal, who had identified several water sources orEtden Farms
property in Rappahannock County and on his own farm. Together with Charlie
Jenkins and Mayor Newbi | | Mil Il er,
with his fAwater witch, o found what
AiTher edes laotwhool wat®er here, 0 he sai

In response to these conditions, in 1981 the Town purchased 1.0381 acr
adjacent to the well lot acquired from the Cloptons and adjacent to Piedmor
Avenue (Tax Map 192A) from Sidney B. Berry and his wife Anne Hayes
Bery* The deed stated that Athis prop
a well 1l ot and as a “ Anewwstlwasdriledvtad e r
depth of 410' at the place directed by the dowser, but this produgetigailons

per minute, whereas the town required 15 gallons per nfifliteen, it rained,

and rained, and rained. By rdigtbruary, the reservoir was almost full. Charlie
Jenkins al so managed tyearolcwataripiped.l| e a k

Still seeking a more permanent solution, the Town acquired a parcel of 10,00
square feet of land from Clara Updike in 1981. This deed was signed by a
members of the Town Council, who were J. Newbill Miller (mayor), Dorothy P.
Clater, C.E. Giles Jr., Bradfo Fisher, Charles Jenkins, Dorothy Hawkins, and
H.T. Updike?® The property was adjacent to Route 622 (Harris Hollow Road)
where it turns to meet the Rush Riy&ax Map 2011E). A new wellwas dug

on this poperty, at a cost of $50,000, that yielded 150 gallons per minute. The
Town also acquired a 20" wide by 28
adjacent to Route 622 leading toward the town, according to a survey and plat |
Fanning Baumgardner, Hessional Engineer, and a geological investigation by
Dick McKay of the Division of Mineral Resources. On this easement was
constructed a water pipeline. One month later, the Town was granted a 20" wic
by 2513' long easement by the Cloptons, extendig the well lot obtained in
1977 and intersecting with the waterline easement obtained from Clara Updik
along Route 622

The townbés water system was inspect
was deemed deficient. Mayor Dean Morehouse redew letter from the

4 Rappahannock News5 January 1981

44 This property and the property obtained from the Cloptons in 1977, totaling 2.0575x@mesonveyed

by the Town to Sidney and Anne Berry in 2004. The Town reserved easements 5' on either side of the
existing pipes. Rappahannock County Instrument 040002083

45 Rappahannock County Deed Book 138, page 605

46 Minutes of the Washington Town Cail, January 1981

47 Richmond Time®ispatch,15 February 1981

48 Rappahannock County Deed Book 139, page 624

49 Rappahannock County Deed Book 139, page 815
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Culpeper Regional Health Department citing the system for failure to submit
monthly monitoring reports, lack of a backflow prevention system, a broken
automatic chlorinator, lack of a disinfection system for the sggupplied water,

and | ack of required document at®i on f o

In 1990 Water Authority chairman Brad Fisher reported that, in the month of
May, 1,134,600 gallons of water were produced from the spring, 52,000 gallons
from well #1, and 78,830allons from well #2, for a total of 1,265,430 gallons.

Of that production, 694,470 gallons were metered to users; the substantial
difference between production and use was due to overflow of the reservoir
during what Fisher d epsing durifigettet manth ofa i h
May.>!

Because of limitations placed by the federal Environmental Protection Agency
the Town discontinued use of the spring as a public water source in December
1991%2 A new wellwas drilled in 1991 to ensure an adequate water supply to

\
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A}

LR D B

SHOWING EASEMENTS
CURVE DATA D FOR THE

RADIUS = 129.50"

DELTA: 27°51°02" TOWN OF WASHINGTON

ARC  : £2.95° WATERLINE SYSTEM

TAN. = 32 11° HAMPTON DISTRICT

CHORDA o2 83" RAPPA HANNOCK COUNTY, VIRGIN/A

CH. BEARING + SCALE:|"*40 APRIL &, 92
———

N22*02'47°E o -
o 40" wO' 80 120"

Plat showing the original 10,000 square foot well lot obtained from Clara Updike in 1981
and three easements obtained from her in 1993. Source: Rappahannock County Deed
Book 199, page 400

50 Rappahannock Newg&2 September 1988
51 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, 13 June 1990
52 Rappahannock County Instrument 150000986 contains a plat showing the spring boxes and site of the well
lot on Black Branch that were abandoned
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the town®® In 1993, three easements were obtained from Clara Updike at a co:
of $4000%* These were a 5897 square foot enlargement of the 10,000 square fo
parcel for the purpose of installation of a well house and wells fopub&c
water supply; an adjacent 1532 square foot parcel for access to the well lot; at
a 20' wide by 1388' long easement extending along Route 622 for laying
waterline pipes adjacent to and parallel with théaif water line. The distance
from the ed of this easement to Main Street was 1050'.

By the 1990s, the water pipes leading to the town had become degraded and w
leaking, causing a significant loss of water and requiring a continuous
maintenance prografi.A major upgrade to the water systesturred that was
financed through the Rural Development Administratbthe U.S. Department

of Agriculture. A loangrant package was obtained that consisted of $439,500 in
low-interest loans and $424,100gnant funds. The loans were repaid by the
year 2012. In addition, the water treatment process was upgraded to meet St
and federal standards.

In 2001, the Town needed to upgrade its water system reservoir and infrastructu
to provide adequate reserfor firefighting demands and future water needs. The
existing reservoir was located on land owned by Nels Parson (Tax Mé),19
adjacent to land owned by Sidney Berry (Tax Maj628). Berry granted a 50'
diameter easement for construction of a meservoir and a 25' wide by 1055
long easement from the new reservoithe well lot that Clopton had conveyed

in 1977, adjacent to Piedmont Avenue (Tax Map739®’ Both Parson and
Berry had placed their lands in conservatiorsegaents with the Virginia
Outdoors Foundation. The Town obtained consent from this organization t
construct the reservoir and the new water Ifds.2006, the waterline from the
reservoir for a distance of 323.97' was relocdtedn that year, the Twn
installed a new larger capacity water storage resemi225,000 gallons
adjacent to the old reservoir that held 100,000 gafbnk 2010 the Town
Council budgeted $12,500 to assess a longstanding water system leaka
problemoriginating in the casiron water pipes located between Harris Hollow
and Piedmont Avenug.

In 1975, the cost for water usage had been set by the Town Council at $3 for tl
first 2000 gallons, 15 cents per 100 gallons up to 5000 gallons, and aba@ that

53 Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, 2006, pagar292012, page 35

54 Rappahannock County Deed Book 199, page 400

% Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, 2012, page 35

5 Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, 2006, page 17; 2012, page 35; and 2017, page 20
5" Rappahannock County Instrument 010001390

58 Rapahannock County Instrument 010001391

%8 Rappahannock County Instrument 060000325

5 Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, 2017, pag&appahannock News July 2006

51 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, September 2&Eppahannock News6 Septembe2010

137



cents per 100 gallons; the cost of installing a water meter was’$X00ater

Policy Resolutionand Water Service Ordinance was adopted by the Town
Council in November 1999 which established policies and chang@sdvision

of water service in the town. This permitted the Town Council to modify the
charges for supplying water and other charges, such as tap connection fees and
minimum monthly usage charges. In October 2005, another Water Policy
Resolution was @sed, stating that the Town had spent $131,000 in professional
fees and construction costs to upgr e
adequate reserve capacity for firefighting needs; the Town anticipated spending
an additional $350,000 to $425,000 tomplete the water upgrade project. The
resolution established a water tap &8&5,000 per single family residence, and

the Town took responsibility for maintenance of the water meter and the line
leading from the meter to the pubkupply systerf® In October 2015, faced
with a need to increase the townods 1
Washington Town Council voted to double its rates for usage of the town water
(and sewer) systeni$. This was the first time in more thardacade that usage

rates were increased.

In 2018, the sources of drinking water for the town of Washington were twe well
located near Harris Hollow Roddl The drinking water was monitored on a
regular basis and information was entered into the Safe Drinking Water
Information System of the Environmental Protection Agency. On 10 July 2018,
the town of Washington system (Water System ID VA6157400) was egpiart

be a community water system, to have ground water as the primary water source,
to serve a population of 198 persons, to have no Rkafthd violations, and to
have no violations regarding monitoring and reporting of drinking water
samples®

The Waghington Wastewater System

The method of sewage and wastewater treatment for town properties in the
modern era was septic systemmaintained by individual property owners.
However, a particular problem arose at the southwest et adbwn, where a
stream flowed and impaired the ability of the land to support septic systams
addition, multiple subdivisions of the original halfre lots resulted in
inadequate sewage disposal capacity. Because of matfiuinctiseptic systems,

with the potential to contaminate surface and ground water as well as unpleasant
odors, the Town Council began discussing the establishment of a municipal
wastewater collection and treatment system. In 1994, the Town Council

52 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, February 1975

53 Water Policy Resolution for the Town of Washington, passed on 12 October 2005

54 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, October 2@R&ppahannock New&5 October 2015

2017 Water Quality Report for the Town of Washington, PWSID #6157400, Rappahannock Historical
Society files

5 Website of the Safe Drinking Water Information System of the Environmental Protection Agency
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approveda Wastewater Study Committee to address the problem and tc
investigate and develop a solution,
recommended investigating the feasibility of constructing a town wastewate
treatment facility, financing for such a peot, and acquisition of land for this
facility.®”

In 2002, the Town purchased the Avon Hall property and adjacent land owne
by the estate of William and Ramona Carrigan, containing 19.0097 acres, fc
$920,000 as the probable site for construction of atemaser treatment
facility.%® In December 2006 the State Water Control Board of the Departmen
of Environmental QualityDEQ) approved the Town for a $4 milli loan at 0
percent interest for 20 years. An environmental assessment report was prepat
by the Town and submitted to DEQ in March 26DTh January 2009, the Town
instituted construction of a municipal wastewater collection sysiech a
wastewater treat ment facility to s
boundaries. Companies involved in construction of the system were WW
Associates, Charlottesville, consulting engineer; Littleton & Associates,
Covington, general contractor; Franklin Mechanical, Kilmarnock, general
contractor; and Environmental Systems Service, Culpeper, wastewate
consultant.

During 2009 the Town obtained permanent easements from owners of tow
properties to allow the Town to indtahd maintain the necessary equipment for
a sanitary wastewater collection system, including sewer lines, grinder pump:
and storage tank$. Underground pipes were laid that led from each home and
business in the town to a wastewater treatment plantroctesd on towrowned

land that had been part of the Avon Hall property, located on the east side of tt
town, with access to the plant via a road located on a 50' right of way from Warre
Avenue along Leggett Lane. Homeowners and businesses were required
obtain the services of electrical and plumbing contractors to connect thei
buildings to the grinder pumps installed at their properties. They were alsc
required to abandon their old septic systémsTown-financed contractors
installed boxwood shrubt® conceal the abowground control box for grinder
pumps.

The Town received a $489,500 grant from the DEG@n the town agreed to
discharge a clean¢hannormal outflow from the treatment plant into tResh
River. In early March 2010, a fivéay test of the system was completed

5 Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan, 1999, pa§eand 23

58 Rappahannock County Instrument 020001760

% Rappahannock News March 2007

0 A typical example of an easement document can be found in Rappahannock County Instrument 10000037
"t Rappahannock New&1 March 2010 and 16 September 2010
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successfully and the Town applied to DEQ for a permit to operate the treatment
plant; this permit was received on 16 April 20%0.

On 19 April 2010 this system went online, atast of about $3.7 million. The
project was about $300,000 undrrdget, primarily because the underground
pipes leading to the treatment plant required almost no expensive blasting or
cutting through rock. Within three weeks, 17 customers were conntectbd

new system; by early September, 94 of the 107 properties were connected and
the treatment plant was processing between 20,000 and 25,000 gallons per day.
The quality of treated water effluent was better than DEQ standards. The design
peak capacityas 60,000 gallons per day; the average use during the first two
years was 16,000 gallons per day and peak use was 22,000 gallons Ber day.

3 e %
=t P e o

- The Town of WashlntonWastewater Treatment Plant in 2018

Initial fees for connecting to theastewater system helped fund the first few
years of the system. However, in October 2015, after months of study, the
Washington Town Council voted to double its rates for usage of the wastewater
system to increase Town reverfielThe Town was feeling imeased pressure to

sell the Avon Hall property as it attempted to remain solvent while paying down
the debt of the $4 million wastewater treatment plant loan. In 2002, the Town
had purchased the Avon Hall estate and adjacent land from the heirs of William
Carrigan as the site for construction of the wastewater treatment f&ility.
Several plans for sale of the property were considered by the Town Council
during many months of deliberations and proposals put forward by the Avon Hall
Study Group composed obchairs Gary Aichele and Mary Ann Kuhn, with Fred

"2 Rappahanock News11 March 2010, 15 April 2010, and 13 May 2010

Town of Washington Comprehensive Plans of 1999, page 35; 2012, patjés48 page 35; and 2017,
page 21Rappahannock New&5 April 2010, 13 May 2010, and 16 September 2010

74 Minutes of the Washgton Town Council, October 201Rappahannock New&5 October 2015

> Rappahannock County Instrument 020001760
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Catlin, Judy DeSarno, Allan Comp, and Ray Gooch, aided by land planne
Milton Herd. The plans included selling the remainder of the Avon édite

in a single parcel; #giding the land into smalbt, reasonably priced homes; and

a combination of these and several other options. In 2016 the Town sold tw
adjacent parcels of the land, containing 9.09 acres, to Avon Hall LLC (William
Fischer and Drew Mitchell) for $750,000 The first parcel, designated as Tax
Map 20A1-115, was 7.5584 acres and contained the Avon Hall mansion, the
pond, a twestory cottage, and a small frame building. The second parcel,
designated as Tax Map 2€1A116 and located east of the first payeeds 1.5289
acres and contained a frame building. This sale addressed several town probler
including the Townbés ability to pay
system, which was $178,000 per year. The proceeds of the sale were specifica
eamarked toward this debt.

Budgets of the Washington Water Works and the Washington Wastewater
System

I n 2018, the townés drinking water
called the Washington Water Work&evenues came from connection fees and
water sales which were estimated to be $112,050. Estimated expenses were
administration ($4,550), capital programs ($25,500), maintenance ($20,000), ar
operations ($62,000). The wastewater facilities were also funded under
proprietary fund called the Washington Wastewater Fund. Revenue wa
expected to be $375,500. Expected expenses were for administration ($6,50(
capital expenses ($178,000), mairstece ($25,000), operations ($165,500), and
professional services ($500).

Eugene Leggett

During his nearly eighyear tenure as mayor of the Town of Washington, Eugene
Sheldon Leggettl worked with the Town Council to finance armlild the
wastewater treatment system, fa prc
by three or {8 Another aceomplishmentrwasi tHe sebudding
of the town reservoir that more tha
To acomp |l i s h t his, fi he wWo n over a (
compromi se and consensus after he L
was in earlier years an emergency medical technician and firefighter with th
Washington Volunteer Fire and Rescue @amy and was its president starting
in 1981. He was also chairman of the Rappahannock County Water and Sew

6 Rappahannock County Instrument 160000598

7 Rappahannock New$7 May 2016

"8 Rappahannock New3 May 2018

“Mary Ann Kuhn, fifT hteo tyowmn,d Repgabahnetkedgyg4 urte 2012
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Authority and had managed the construction of the Sperryville sewage treatment
system.

In May 2012, the Town Council named the road leading & whstewater
treatment pland asleidegedeon Badene 20C
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Chapter 10. The Inn at Little Washington

One of the most important events in the modern history oftdlen of
Washington is the opening, on 28 January 1978, of a small restaurant by Patri
O 6 C o namceReinhardt Lynch The two men had beemerating a catering
business in an old farmhouse nearby and were encouraged by their clients, amc
them James J. Kilpatrick the noted political commentator, to open a restaurant

For $200 per month, they rented the downstairs half of a building igatased

in about 1906 at the northeast corner of Middle and Main streets on town Lot 2
Over time, the building had been enlarged and had formerly housed a barroor
pool hal | | dance hall ,, andoheCountrytStore a t
There they built a kitchen and set about transforming the old building into &
restaurant.

The restaurant opened during one of the worst blizzards of the decade, with
liquor license, insufficient electrical powemd a staff of three. The mewas
small but elegant, at a cost of $4.95 per pets@ome weeks afterwards, John
Rosson, a Washington D.C. restaurant reviewer, dined at the restaurant and wr¢
that it was @M hae maditug ecsft al G nmi li e
Thus began the remarkable history of the Inn at Little Washington

Menu for the first dinner served by Thve Inn at Little Washington, 28 January 1978

O 6 Co n n éynd¢h mat with considerable resistance at the beginning of their
venture. For example, in 2014 the Town Mayor John Sullivan was quoted a
saying AFor the most part, peopl e t
same viciousness or meanness thatthemw 4 Muchoof this was occasioned by

homophobia and ameraevées s i nmank it g fcchanme:

L www.Theinnatlittlewashington.conRappahannock New8 February 2017, page Al
2Washington PosB June 2014, page G1
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i ssue was the name chosen by O0O&6Conne
Washington 0 Some townthesi that wofdl ALI tt
of their town® Soon afterward, Mayor Newbill Miller charged that the tree
planters flanking the entrance to the Inn encroached on the public right of way.
Locals were irritated because they could no longer hahgrothe front porch of

the County Store, the establishment that preceded the Inn. Another source of
tension was the fact that O6Connell
Afhad a condescendi nfThada weretalsal difficultieswa r d
bet ween O6Connell/Lynch and the Saga
building, resulting in a court injunction and an ugly dispute. Congregants of the
Trinity Episcopal Church objected when Reverend Jennings Hobson agreed to
lease the church parkingtlto the restaurant. Teenagers would issue catcalls to

the female patrons of the Inn; this was quashed by the sheriff.

Over time, an easy truce was created betweetotire and the Inn. Writing in
1985, Phyllis Richman of the Washlngton Psisted that, before the Inn opened

in 1978, ithere was n
and only one place to staya thirdrate

motel. Now there are beahd
breakfast s, a cafe,

health food store, and new crafts and
souvenir shops. Even greatkough, is

the change i rPindegd, i cul
chef O6Connel | acqui
innovative dinner fare from local
agriculture, encouraging people to plant

and grow fruits, herbs, and vegetables

for his dinners and flowers to decorate

his tablesand guest roonmfs. Some
residents made specialty cheeses and
breads for the Inn. Fish, chickens and
ducks, hams and pork, beef, rabbits and
even crayfish were procured locally by

the Inn. Mattie Ball Fletchefamous for

her secret recipe for candied grapefruit

peel, began to provide the Inn witH it.

Patrick O&6Connell and Reinhardt Lynch
circa 1986 (photo courtesy of the Inn)

3 Rappahannock New8 February 1978, page 1

4Tony Horwitz, The Newvorker, 29 March 1999, page 80
5 Washington Pos2 October 1985, page E1

5 The New York Time42 June 1983, page Al

" The Washington Post Magazj#eJuly 1982, page 11
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O6Connell and Lynch pur andthebdidinglwas f
extensively remoded in 1981 into a reception area, hall, service bar, lounge,
dining rooms, and kitcheh.The goal was to create the ambiance of a French
country inn within a historic rural Virginia town. Local talent was extensively
used. Castleton contractor Franéisitchinson did the actual construction,
together with painter Louie Bywaters of Rixeyville and stonemason Steve
Sealock of Flint Hill. Local resident Josephine Aylor created decorative
medallions. Lighting fixtures were procured from the shop across Stadet
owned by Charles Eldred Seamstress Ann Whitcomb of Warrenton created
pillows, drapes and banquettes. In 19885, the Inn renovated the second floor
of the main Inn building and opened its first guest rooms in what ieel lween

a basketball court and movie theater. Twdebel suites were created on the top
floor of the building in 1986.

In 1990, the Inn proposed a major expansion along Main Street, with building:
to be constructed from the main Inn building at Mid8teeet north to Calvert
Street. The purposes were to add 18 lodging rooms because of the high deme
for overnight accommodations, an indoor swimming pool, and a landscape
formal garderbetween Main and Gay streets. This magpansion created
significant rancor in the town and did not océurOnly the landscaped garden
was created, on what had been a junkyard in the 1970s; this garden is open to
public. The Inn eventually satisfied its need for additional lodging by converting
the Guy BurkeByrd Jones house (Tax Map 2@A131), the Morebuse home
(Tax Map 20A1-17A), the CarteDudley house (Tax Map 26A-37A), and the
Clopton house (Tax Map 20A-107) to overnight guest rooms. Each of these
properties was carefully renovated and restored to meet Architectural Reviey
Board guidelines antb create buildings that complemented the historic nature
of the town.

In 1993, in a story about the Colonial Christmas celebrations itowhe it was
stated that fAdvance reservations a
Little Washingtonwher e di nner s cost Bhé Bn wao ¢
assuredly a success.

A new stateof-the-art dream kitchen was installed in the main Inn building in
1998. It reportedly cost $2.5 million and contains a 15' by 7' denithel
Europearstyle rangewalls of handpainted ceramic tiles, and a fireside dining
area for guest&. Fr om t he l nnods gar den, one
through large glass windows.

8 Rappahannock County Deed Book 132, page 93

9 Rappahannock New&9 March 1981, page

10 Rappahannock News8 January 1990, page A1, and 25 January 1990, pagén&Wall Street Journal
copy of undated article in 1990, page B2&hmond Time®ispatch 18 February 1990, page D1

11 Fredericksburg Free Lance Stat8 December 1993

12 The Washington Pqs23 September 1998, page E1
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The Inn at Little Washington at Christmastime (hoto courtesy of the Ihn)

In 2003 the In celebrated its 25th anniversavith a gala 16course dinner. The

cost per person was $1978, representing the year in which the Inn was founded,
and the proceeds were used to benefit Share Our Strength, a Washington D.C.
based anthunger organization. Each course of the dinner was a retrospective,
noting the year in which each course was first served, e.g., Sweet Red Bell Pepper
Soup with Sambuca Cream (1978).

Patrick O6Connel |l and PRoasinessralationshipiny nc
2007 by transferring all their properties to Inn at LW Real Estate Holdings LLC,
with O6Connel |l as sole owner of their

with the Virginia State Corporation Commission on 13 December 2006.
Immediately thereafter, the properties were transferred to Inn at LW LLC, with
Patrick O6Connel |l as Managing Member.

In 2013, the Inn made it known to the Washington Town Council that it would

|l i ke to take over owner s hdioffMiddld Streeh e 0 s
This was a rectangle measuring 30" wide by 170' long and containing about 0.12
acre. This parcel of land was owned by the Town and was a public right of way
but was in disrepair. The land was locatetiveen the Post Office/Country Cafe
building on the south and the Inn Tavern Shops on the north, both of which were
owned by the Inn. The Washington Town Council held a public hearing on this
matter on 15 July 2013 at which the Council found that thke street served

13 The Washington Pas30 January 2003, page C1
14 Rappahannock County Instrument 070000 5dipeper Star Exponent4 February 2007, page Al;
Rappahannock New&5 January 2007, page Al
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only the properties owned by the 1In
be a burden on the Town, as no publ
to vacate the property to the Inn and to incorporate it into the propeftg bfrt
Tavern Shops (Tax Map 26A18) > The Inn and the Town were both sued over
this transfer of property by David Konick, an attorney in Rappahannock County
who claimed that the transfer was unlawful, but this suit was dismissed by th
Circuit Court!® On 11 May 2015 the Town Council again voted to vacate the
stub street to the Inn; the southern 15' by 170' of the parcel of land wa
incorporated into Tax Map 20A-37 and the northern 15' by 170" was
incorporated into Tax Map 20A-181" The Inn then cosiderably improved the
appearance of the property with hardscaping and landscape plantings.

The Middle Street fAstub streeto aftei
The Inn also collaborated with Trinity Churahimprove thekur c hds p
lot located at the southeast corner of Main and Middle streets (Tax Maft-20A
108) , which was adjacent to the en
Parsonage. 0 This building had beer
but was ged for commercial purposes beginning in about 1940. The Inn paic
for improvement of the parking lot, including paving the lot and installing
hardscaping and landscaping, costing about $200%00Che Town of
Washington contributed $20,000 to this endeava 2015, the Town, the Inn,
and Trinity Church were sued by local attorney David Konick, but the Circuit
Court dismissed his initial suits; the Supreme Court of Virginia also rejectec
Koni c k 6 In29p4ptieednin had donated to the Church thall@ountain

that is located at the southeast corner of Main and Middle stfeets.

15 Rappahannock Countgstrument No. 130000836
16 Rappahannock County Instrument No. 150000234 and No. 1500(R2ppahannock News0 December
2013 and 14 May 2015; Rappahannock County Instrument Nos. 150000504 and 150000805
17 Rappahannock County Instrument No. 150000512
18 Rgopahannock County Instrument 140000455
19 Rappahannock News4 January 2016 and 16 June 2016
20 Rappahannock New27 April 1994
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In the 40 years since its opening, the Inn at Little Washington has garnered
national and international awarddn 1986, the Inn became a member haf t
Parisbased luxury hotel association, Relais & Chateaubn 1989, it became

the first inn ever t o {Starawardy dowknoven Mo b
as the Forbes Travel Guide, the Inn has retained{&tabrating for both the inn

lodging am the inn restaurant for 27 years. In 1992, the James Beard Foundation
named O6Connel | a s -Atlantc regiens In 1983 thef Inni n t
was recognized as the Outstanding Restaurant in America and won national
awards for service and wine sere e . In 2001, O6Conn
prestigious Outstanding Chef i n Amer
bestowed the rank of Maitre DO6honneu
Rotisseurg? The Inn has received the highest possible rating from theiéame
Automobile Association (AAA), 5 diamonds for its restaurant and 5 diamonds

for its lodging, for 28 year&. The International Herald Tribune chose the Inn as

one of the ten best restaurants in the world, and Travel and Leisure Magazine
rated the Inn as Number 1 in North America and Number 2 in the world in their
Worl dés Best Awar ds. toWashingtonD8C. aivdrded Mi ¢
two stars to the Inn, one of only three restaurants in the D.C. area to earn this
distinction and the highest rating in the D.C. gufdn 2018 the Michelin Guide
awarded three stars to the Inn, the first and only restaur#im: national capital
region to achieve this prized hon
worl dés best restaurant s, ranked t
world and the third highest in North Amerit®

or
he

In addition to its ational and international fame, the Inn is a valuable member

of the town of Washington and the Rappahannock County community
Reinhardt Lynch and, | ater, Patrick
Town Council andite Ar chi tectur al Review Boar
countless dinners at the Inn to community organizations seeking to raise money
for their activities. For the Washington Christmas celebrations, he has provided
baked Chri st mas tsBakeshop in the TownsHall wéth tllet S
proceeds being donated to the Child Care and Learning Cén@b Connel |
personally brought lunch to Mattie Ball Fletchetho lived a block away from

the Inn, for many years before heati®® He presented an educational cooking

21 Rappahannock News$ December 1986, pageBon Appetit September 1989, page 79

22The Daily Progress8 March 2002, page D1

Z Richmond Times Dispatcth2 November 2005; Press release, The Inn at Little Washington, 2016

24 Press release, The Inn at Little Washington, 2016

2 Rappahannock New20 September 2018 and 13 December 2018

%The I nn and Chef 06 Cawardeih 2019cinzinding stars ith the MichalircGuidd, r e
the James Beard Lifetime Achievement Award, rank of #3 in the US and #5 in the world by La Liste, 5 stars
in the Forbes Travel Guide for accommodations and the Inn restaurant, 5 diamond awardAom A

induction into the DC Restaurant Hall of Fame, and the Wine Spectator Award.

2" Rappahannock New2 December 1992

28 Rappahannock New2 March 1994
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demonstration to the Rappahannock Extension Homemakers if°198&. Inn
sponsored a tea during the Christmas in Little Washington celebrations an
cooking classes during this event to benefit the Rappahannadciagon for

the Arts and the Communi#. In 1990, the Inn sponsored a tour of its guest
rooms, dining room, and gardens to benefit the Episcopal Churchwomen c
Bromfield Parish; over 1000 people attendedThe Inn also sponsored the
annual Christmas cd contest for local children age 12 years and youttghr.
1991, the Inn recycled over 2000 pounds of glass and aluminum each month
the local recycling centé#. O6 Connel | transfor med a
north of the Inn building, into the betul Inn gardens which were opened to
the public.

The Inn continued to perform charitable wéok the town and the County, work

t hat has characterized its full e X
Episcopal Chuch to refurbish and beautif
southeast corner of Main and Middle streets, installing hardscaping ant
landscape plantings. He made the same improvements and beautification of t
stub street at the west end of Middle Sttbet he acquired in 20F5. A new
feature occurred in 2018018, that of sponsoring a Saturday morning egien
market in the courtyard next to The Parsonage, where local farmers brought the
produce and | ocal artisans adncheda a)
charitable foundation in 2018 the focus of which was on historic preservation
culinary arts, and scholarships.

The Inn contributed to bringing increased attention to the need to maintain th
historic integrity of the town as a Historic Distriot the National Register of
Historic Places and to implementing the important role of the Architectural
Review Board. Largely due to the influence of the Inn and its patrons, the towi
developed a flourishing bed and breakfast industry and many businatsésg

to tourists. The Inn was also the largest private employer in Rappahannoc
County and the leading employer in the town. It was also the largest source «
tax revenue for the town through the 2.5% meals and lodging tax.

Patri ck OO GhbandhlLgricH wera hodoreR &s Citizens of the Year for
2002 for their significant contributions to the local economy, generous suppor
of local fundraisers, donation of numerous dinners at the Inn to benefit loca
charities, and service on town organizasio At the time of this award, Lynch
had been a member of the Town Counc

2 Rappahannock New20 June 1991

30Washington Postl6 October 2002; Brochure announcing the Washingtoistmas celebrations,
Rappahannock Historical Society files

31 Rappahannock New20 September 1990

%2 Rappahannock News4 December 2006

33 Culpeper Star Exponegnt2 January 1991

34 Rappahannock County Instrument No. 150000512
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a member of the Architectural Review Board for 12 yéarsO6 Connel |
continued his service to the Town government by being an elected member of
the Town Council.

Patri ck podishednthree Ibdoks The Inn at Little Washington: A
Consuming PassiofRandom House, New York, 1996,at r i ck O6 Con
Refined American Cuisine: The Inn at Little Washing@®ullfinch Press, New

York, 2004), and he Inn at Little Washington: A Magnificent ObsesgRiazoli
International Publishers, New York, 2014).

Patrick O8Connell, Chef and
Little Washington (photo courtesy of the Inn)

The year 2018 marked the 40th anniversdithat first dinner of The Inn at Little
Washington. O6Connel | arranged for
celebrations. These began wie hl nannb si
Tavern building for many of the loriime friends and clients of the Inn. A
garden party was held on the grounds of Mount Vernon to recreate the experience
of being a guest at George Washingto
country presenthe French Ambassador as honorary chair, and fireworks over

the Potomac after dinner. [on wSaesp theent!
on the | awn west of the I nnds Tavern
fex i val featuring a o6family reunionbd

attended by over 1,000 persons. Former Inn sous chefs were reunited to cook
their signature dishes for attendees. There was a charge for admission to the
festival, but allofthe owndéds r esi dents were grante
the Town Council had voted to provide $5,000 to the Inn in support of this event.
Proceeds from the event benefited th
Ki c®sEiénal | y, t HeeVicantewAsSp&®auacul ar Soi

% Rappahannock New2 Janary 2003
36 Minutes of the Washington Town Council, February, April, and May 2Bafpahannock Newspecial
supplement, September 20Bppahannock New6 September 2018
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French chateau with a feast for 150 invited guests followed by a grand firework
display. The U.S. Ambassador to France, Jamie McCourt, served as honora
chair of this event!

In 2018, the Inn at Little Washington O_and Clopton House LLC were the
owners of twelve propertiagithin the original town boundari€&. These are:

- Tax Map 20A1-16, part of Town Lot 6 and containing 0.5601 acre, acquired
in 1990%° This property was a gravel pargifot shielded by tall shrubbery and
wooden fencing.

- Tax Map 20A1-17A, 437 and 443 Main Street, part of Town Lot 7 and
containing 0.2628 acre, acquired in 1998The building on this property is
composed of three log cabins. The part facing MaineStre i s cal |

Mayorsb6s Houseo0O because it was owne
the Town. The attached log building at the rear, facing the pasture to the west
called AThe Gamekeeperds Cottage. O

for Inn guests.

- Tax Map 20A1-18, 439 Main Street, Town Lot 8 and containing 0.5426 acre,
acquired in 2002! The property was augmented by 0.0586 acre in 2015 when
the Town of Washington transferred ownership of the northern half of the Middle
Streest fséubd* Looatet dn¢his proparty, at the northwest corner
of Middle and Main Streets, is a large, authentic early 1800s structure housin
The I nn at Little Washington Taver
Tavern in the early 1800s. nie Coxe acquired Town Lot 8 in 1802 from her
uncle, George Calvert, one of the founders of the Town of Washington. Sh
obtained a tavern license in 1803, so the building was probably constructe
shortly thereafter A mercantile store attached to thethaide of the tavern was
built | ater f or® Inveddition tdtleeXna dawvernnSagpd) thev .
building contains The Ballroom, a meeting room remodeled by Annapolis,
Maryland, architect Wayne Good, that can accommodate 30 persons and h
stateof-the-art audiovisual equipment. The top floor of the building is used as
storage and offices.

- Tax Map 20A1-37, 389A Main Street and 389B Main Street, northern part of
Town Lot 9 and land to the west and containing 1.4332 acres, acquired iff 1992,
The brick building fronting on Main Street was built by L.V. Merrill in 1945 to
house his Merril |l 6s* I620184atgvas the loahtior farr

%" Rappahannock New25 January 2018 and 11 October 2018

38 For fuller descriptions f t hese properties, see the section t
also Rappahannock County Instrument 070000155 for a description of each property.

3% Rappahannock County Deed Book 179, page 512

40 Rappahannock County Deed Book 230, paig2

4 Rappahannock County Instrument No. 020000388

42 Rappahannock County Instrument 150000512

43 Rappahannock New20 May 1976, quoted in the 30 July 2015 issue of this newspaper; also, testimony by
Fran Eldred, granddaughter of John EdwEndrnton

4 Rappahannock County Deed Book 193, page 199

45 Rappahannock County Deed Book 45, page 45; Rappahannock County Plat Book 3, page 13
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the U.S. post office and the Country Cafe. The property was augmented by
0.0586 acre in 2BLwhen the Town of Washington transferred ownership of the
southern half of the MiétHdle Street fis

/

Properties Owned by the Inn at Little Washington, 2018 (gray areas)

- Tax Map 20A1-37A, 371 Main Street, the southern part of Tdven 9 and

land to the west and containing 0.4199 acre, acquired in“20D&is home was

built in about 1850 and was the former home of the Carter and Dudley families.
It was first located at the southwest corner of Main and Middle streets, but was
movedto its present location in about 1945. In 2017, the Inn instituted a major
restoration of this hous®. It currently serves as overnight lodging for Inn
visitors.

- Tax Map 20A1-107, 360 Main Street, Town Lot 26 and the northern part of
Town Lot 27, cotaining 0.5415 acre, acquired in 2012 and 28Ite building

46 Rappahannock County Instrument 150000512
47 Rappahannock County Instrument 050000068
48 Rappahannock New&1December 2017
4°0.3576 acre (Rappahannock County Instrument 120000273) plus 0.3115 acre (Instrument 150000150
minus 0.1276 acre (Instrument 150000328)
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on this property became the home of James Brereton Jones and his wife Eliza
1836° and remained in the Jones family and their descendants until 1944. |
2014, The Inn instituted extensiventérior renovations and exterior
improvements, costing $4 million, to convert the 6000 square foot Victorian
house for use as overnight lodgitigThe building was named "The Parsonage"
because of its location adjacent to Trinity Episcopal Church. Alsthisn
property are three structures called dependencies that were originally associat
with the Jonesd home. The owner in
- Tax Map 20A2-131, 456 Gay Street, part of Town Lot 39, containing 0.3838
acre and acquiredin2> The property was owned
many years, and then by the Cary f a
married Carys. A Cary graveyard is located in the northeast corner of thi
property. The small building adjacent to traveyard serves as the main wine
cellar for the Inn; it was the office of Dr. E.W. Brown in the early 1900s. In the
1950s Guy Burke constructed a small house on the property which was enlargs
by the next owner, Byrd Jon&sin 1991 the deteriorated iding was virtually
demolished and a new house was built on the propefegr a time, this served
as the home of O6Connel | and Lynch.
house were remodeled and the building was converted to an elegant overnig
residence for guests of the Inn. The house was renamed "The Claiborne Hous
in honor of Craig Claiborndood journalist for the New York Times newspaper.

- Tax Map 20A2-132, 430 Gay Street, part of Town Lot 40, containing (3301
acre and acquired in 1992.This property contains a small log house covered
with siding used by the Inn for storage, work space and a maintenance shop.

- Tax Map 20A1-133, 335 Middle Street, the eastern part of Town Lot 24,
containing 0.2197 acre aagquired in 2003 The building on the property is a
two-story frame house with a side porch constructed in about 1830.

- Tax Map 20A1-134, 309 Main Street, the northeast corner of Main and Middle
streets, the western part of Town Lot 2dntaining 0.3151 acre and acquired in
197957 The main Inn building is located on the property; this building houses
the restaurant and a total of 11 overnight accommodations (7 guestrooms anc
suites). The building began in 1906 as a-stoey weatherbarded frame garage;

a second story was added that serve
and recreational center. In 1976, it was the home of The Country Store befol
becoming the I nnés restaurant in 19

°For a more complete description of this propert
Historical Society, 2013
51Washington PosB June 2014, page G1
52 Rappahannock County Deed Book 182, page 30
53 Rappahannock County Deed Book 132, page 635; Records of the Commissioner of the Revenue for Tax
Map 20A2-131
54 Rappahannock New&4 November 1991
% Rappahannock County Deed Book 191, page 634
%6 Rappahannock County Instrument 010000531
57 Rappahannock County Deed Book 132, page 93; added to this was 0.0411 acre acquired in 1989 in Deed
Book 172, page 551
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- Tax Map 20A1-135, 448 Main StréeTown Lot 23, containing 0.4417 acre,
acquired in 1989 The Inn gardens and a house adjacent to the north side of the
main Inn building are located on this property. The house was constructed in
about 1880 by William Lillard after a fire had destroykd original house; the

Sisk family owned the property before the Inn purchased it.

- Tax Map 20A1-137, 492 Main Stregethe western part of Town Lot 22,
containing 0.2568 acre and acquired in 1¥8Bhe property, which contains a
wood frame house built in about the 1830s, was owned by the Nicol, Resor, and
Spiller families in the 1800s and by the Oden family, Annie Miller Almond, and
Judge Raynor Snead in the 1900s.

The Inn at Little Washington LL@Iso owns ten properties adjacent to and west
of the originatown boundaries. These are:

Tax Map 20A1-15, acquired in 1990 and containing 1.5104 ates.

Tax Map 20A1-20, acquired in 2002 and containing 1.6999 atres.

Tax Map 20A1-21, acquired in 1998nd containing 1.5990 acrés.

Tax Map 20A1-21A, composed of 1.5009 acres acquired in $9&8d 0.8960
acres of the adjacent land acquired in 2806.

Tax Map 20A1-21B, composed of 1.5000 acres acquired in 99@7d 0.6041
acres of the adjacent land acqdiie 2006%°

Tax Map 20A1-21D, acquired in 1997 and containing 1.5549 atres.

Tax Map 20A1-21E, acquired in 1990 and containing 1.5316 &&res.

Tax Map 20A1-33, acquired in 2002 and containing 2.8388 atfes.

Tax Map 20A1-33C, acquired in 1993 and contaig 1.0055 acre¥.

Tax Map 20A1-34, acquired in 1980 and containing 0.7079 &tre.

8 Rappahannock County Deed Book 172, page 551

5% Rappahannock County Deed Book 148, page 202

80 Rappahannock County Deed Book 179, page 512

51 Rappahannock County Instrument 020000388

52 Rappahannock County Deed Book 179, page 512

8 Rappahannock County Instrument 990001957

54 Rappahannock County Instrum@®&0001028; Instrument 170000012 for boundary adjustment
% Rappahannock County Deed Book 227, page 794

% Rappahannock County Instrument 060001028; Instrument 170000012 for boundary adjustment
5 Rappahannock County Deed Book 227, page 794

58 Rappahannock CotinDeed Book 179, page 512

% Rappahannock County Instrument 020000387

" Rappahannock County Deed Book 198, page 701

"I Rappahannock County Deed Book 135, page 691
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Chapter 11.History of the Original Town Lots
and Other Homes

The names and layout of the streets and location of the lots in the core part of |
town have not changed from the original plan of the town presented in 1797 i
the second petition to the Virginia General Assembly by George Calvert, Jame
Jett Jr., James Wheeler, and Willia
land be added to ¢htown! However, most of the original 51 lots have been
subdivided and are now described by a Tax Map number.

As discussed in Chapter 1, there is no evidence that there were any buildings
the land that became the town prior to sale of the townol§98, with three

exceptions. These are James Wheel e
he purchased from William Porter in
the Jetts purchased in 1792; aunatdhe a

sout heast cor n%awi lolfi alnre tR osrét erud s hhacsne
the home called AThe Meadows, 06 | oca

The Act of the Virginia General Assembly that established the town in 1796
requiredthepulttaser of a | ot to build fAa d
the lot would be confiscated by the Town Trustees and resold. This time limi
was extended, but the Trustees began seizing and reselling town lots in 182
Sixteen of the lots were forfeiteand resold during 1822826 and two were
seized and resold in 1838343 These eighteen lots represent fully ghied of

the fifty-one lots. The Rappahannock County Land Book for 1836 indicates tha
there were no buildings on seventeen of the lothahyeart As late as 1850,
there were still no buildings on seven of theseddtsleed, Lots 17, 50, and 51
appear to have never had any structures on them.

In this chapter, information about the history of lots in the town was derived
primarily from Culpeper County deeds for the period 11883 and from
Rappahannock County deeds for the period 1BBB. These deeds describe
sales and purchases of properties. Occasionally these have statements ak
houses on the lots, but generdligy refer only to the land, using terms such as
lot, parcel, or actual acreage. A main source of information about buildings ol
the lots was the annual Rappahannock County Land Basded for tax

1 George Calvert, James Jett Jr., James Wheeler, and William Porter, Culpeper County, 1 December 1797,
Legislative Petitions Digital Collection, Library of Virginia, Richmond, VA, Record number 000154073,
Legislative Petitions of the General Assembly, 21865, Accession Number 36121, Box 58, Folder 71.

2 Culpeper County Deed Book R, page 35; Book R, page 333; Book S, page 278; Book S, page 194

3 Culpeper County Deed Book Deed Book OO, page 50 and 346; Deed Book PP, 6, 8, 183, 185, 247, 248,
250, and 433; Bed Book TT, page 408; Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page 85

4 These lots were numbers 1, 2, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 19, 20, 31, 33, 34, 35, 39, 47, 50, and 51

5 These lots were numbers 14, 17, 20, 33, 39, 50, and 51
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purposes, which pride information on the dollar values of the land and dollar
values of buildings on the land. The building value includes all buildings on the
lot, e.g., a house, a store, and outbuildings such as a shed or garage; a value of
$0 implies that there wereonbuildings on the property. The earliest
Rappahannock County Land Book is from
1836; there are no Land Books in Culpeper
County for 1833, the year that Rappahannock
County was created from Culpeper County, or
earlier. A third source dhformation was the
fles of the Rappahannock County
Commissioner of Revenue which, since about
1952, contain details about each property in the
town.

The National Register of Historic Places
nomination, whereby the town of Washington
was designated asHistoric District in 1975,
and an amendment in 2006 that included
additional properties in the Historic District
provide fuller descriptions of the architectural
[ | aspects of buildings that existed on the town
Lot 33 | x a45 | lots in those two yeafs. In these two
Lot 14 Lot 30 «t4s | documerd, however, the dates at which a
Porter Street | residence or other building was stated to be
ot 31 | w47 1 constructed are often incorrect.

The street grid and original lot
numbers of the town of Washington

Lot 1 - Tax Map 20A-1-5 (639 Main Street)

The first ownetrof Lot 1 in 1798 was Richard Jackson. He purchased three lots
i 1, 33, and 44 for which he paid 18 pounds, 14 shillifgdackson did not live
on Lot 1. Rather, his home was at "Homeland" located about 0.75 mile from the

5 Virginia Department of Historic Resa&s, National Register of Historic Places, Washington Historic

District, #3220011

"For an extensive discussion of the history of Lot
Rappahannock Historical Society, 2014

8 Culpeper County Deed Book page 381
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town on the Fodderstack Roduktween Peak Mountain and the Rush River.
Jackson was the first absentee owner in the town of Washington.

Apparently, Jackson did not build on Lot 1 as required by the 1796 Act forming
the town, and the lot was forfeited to the town trustees. In 1823 ustees sold

the lot, together with forfeited Lots 2 and 3, to Washington and Butler Stonestree
for $1819 In 1835, Butler Stonestreet sold Lot 1 to George L. Kerdalhere

was still no house on the lot at this tinteendall went deeply into debt and was
forced to forfeit the lot to the Rappahannock County sh&rit a public auction

sale in 1837 Nathaniel B. Rallswas the highest bidder and purchased the
property for $208°

Ralls was sll the owner of Lot 1 in 1850. The lot was valued at $50; the building
on the lot was valued at $100, so a small house had been built sometime betwe
1837 and 1850. Ralls died in 1856 and the property was inherited by his so
Samuel, who was Deputy Cleof the Rappahannock County Cotfrtin 1866,
Phoebe Dear brought suit against Ralls for nonpayment of tiebiEhe
Rappahannock County Court ordered the sale of "Town Lot 1 containing a hous
andonehal f acre of | anldcatkdmeanthe hause ofdBGtierb i
Stonestreet." The Court directed that Town Lot 1 be sold to James Banks for tt
sum of $350°

James Bankand his descendants owned Lot 1 and one acre of land adjacent
the northuntil 1945. Based on information in U.S. censuses, this family was
African-American. Banks was born as a slave in 1839. He was the son of Jare
Banks and Nancy Sweny. He fimarried
(as slaves, they were not petiail to marry), and in 1866/1869 after
emancipation, his marriage to Sally was certified. They had one known child
Victor Hugo. James was listed on the U.S. census of 1870 as being a bookkeef
In 1893, he married Mattie Sloan and they had one claltes Douglass, before
Jamesd death in 1896. I n 1900, t he
lot was valued at $200.

9 Jackson had purchasedthe 588 r e property called fAiHomel ando frc
four boys and four girls. Three of the boys emigrated to Kentucky; the fourth son and the four girls married
into local families: Danielatkson married Mary Corder; Abigail Jackson married David Miller; Jane
Jackson married John Miller 1lI, of the Miller family who built “The Maples," now the MiddletonNiamcy
Jackson married Alfred Dearing of "Fountain Hihdw Caledonia Farm; Phoebe Jackson married Braxton
Eastham and they remained at "Homeland" after Richard Jackson died in 1820.

10 Culpeper County Deed Book PP, page 183

1 Rappahannock County Deed Book B, page 142

12 Rappahannock County Deed Book C, page 85

13 Quoted from Rappahannock County Deed Book C, page 124

141850 U.S. census of Rappahannock County

15 Rappahannock County Chancery Case #521, Dear's Administratrix vs. Ralls

16 Rappahannock County Deed Book L, page 387
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Because of Banksdé debts, thea@dthert o
l and was sold to Ban hdshidwife Mary M/ Banks®or H L
They sold the property to Helen Douglas and Langston G. Carter in1925

. Carter was the son of Sallie Ann
Banks and Amos Alvin Carter;

Sallie was the daughter of Victor

Hugo and Mary Banks and the
granddaughter of James Bardd

his first wife Sally. In 1930 the

house was valued at $450. In 1934,

the property was purchased by
Della M. Phillips, a daughter of
Victor Hugo Banks® The lot and

the attached acreage were
purchased by multiple owners from 1945 to 1957, when Ql&heBmoot and

his wife Helen acquired ft.

In 2014, Allan T. Comp and Selma Thomas purchased Lot 1, designated as Tax
Map 20A1-5 (639 Main Street) and adjacent land; the property contained 1.10
acres? Comp and Thomas made extensive renovations aniticenidto the
house on the lot during 202914. They remained the owners in 2018.

Lot 2 - Tax Map 20A-1-8 (609 Main Street)

The first owner of Lot 2 in 1798 was John Ray who paid 7 pounds 15 shillings
for the lot?® Apparently Ray did not build on L&, as required by the 1796 Act
forming the town, and the lot was forfeited to the town trustees. In 1823 the
trustees sold the lot, together with forfeited Lots 1 and 3, to Butler Stonestreet
for $182* There were no buildings Lot 2 in 1836, but Stonestreet built a house
on the lot in about 1840.

In an 1843 deed, Stonestreet indicated that he was living on’e.dh2.850, the

lot was valued at $50 and the buildings on the lot were valued at $350.
Stonestreet was age 55 years in 1850 and was a wheelfrigatwas living on

Lot 2 together with seven other people whose surname was Stonestreet: Lucinda,

17 Rappahannock County Chancery Case #1U8&en and Eshmore vs. Banks
18 Rappahannock County Deed Book X, page 285
19 Rappahannock County Deed Book 33, page 86
20 Rappahannock County Deed Book 39, page 57
21 Rappahannock County Deed Book 66, page 389
2 Rappahannock County Instrument 120001092
2 Culpeper County Deed Book T, page 402
24 Culpeper County Deed Book PP, page 183
% Rappahannock County Deed Book E, page 277; Stonestreet had become burdened with debts and had to
mortgage the lot in this deed, but he retained ownership of the property
%1850 US. census
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age 44; dmes, age 22, a blacksmith; Elizabeth, age 20; Catharine, age 17; Ma
B., age 16; Thomas V., age 11; and Freeman H., age 9. These individuals we
probably his wife and children.

Members of the Stonestreet famil;
continued to live in the home Ol
Lot 2 for many years, including
descendants Betty, Mary, a
Lucy Stonestreet. In 1923, H.
Stonestreet sold Lot 2 (and Lot 3/
to James L. Odéhand John W. &
Oden?® The Oden familyhad
married into the Stonestrecis
family. The lot was owraby the BEZY M
Odens until 1943, when it wa@le ¢
purchased by G. Dewey Jenkirfs™=*& = '

and his wife Sadi€ It was owned by Clyde Jenkins in 1957, was purchased by
Frances Stewart in 1986py J. Stewart and Evelyn Willis in 1987and by
William Hise in 1982

In 2018, he owner of Lot 2, designated as Tax Map 208 (609 Main Street),
was Megan S. Smith. The lot was 0.5503 acre and containedsi@¥ysframe
house.

Lot 3 - Tax Map 20A-1-9 (577 Main Street)

The first owner of Lot 3 in 1798 was David Engler who p&gaunds 8 shillings

for Lots 3 and 222 Lot 3 was forfeited to the town trustees and in 1823 the

trustees sold the lot, together with forfeited Lots 1 and 2, to Washington an
Butler Stonestredbr $183* In 1823, Butler Stosstreet sold a small part of Lot

3 at its southern end to Michael Nicol, who owned and resided on*otis

son David Nicol had a blacksmith shop on this small part of Lot 3; Stonestree
had a wagonmaker d6s s ho*plin 5860, Stdees t ma ie

portion of the lot was valued at $50 and the buildings on the lot were valued &
$100, which were probably his commercial buildings. In 1882, the blacksmith

27 James L. Oden was town sergeant for the first Washington Town Council in 1894. He married Sallie B.
Cary, sister of George Cary who for many years was the edifdreoBlue Ridge Guide
28 Rappahannock County Deed Book 32, page 72

2 Rappahannock Countyead Book 119, page 259

30 Rappahannock County Deed Book 160, page 560

31 Rappahannock County Deed Book 164, page 125

32 Rappahannock County Deed Book 175, page 274

33 Culpeper County Deed Book T, page 379

34 Culpeper County Deed Book PP, page 183

35 Culpeper County Deed Book PP, page 185

36 Rappahannock County Deed Book E, page 277
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shop on Nicolds part of Lot In31902dhe ocCc
Ni c @artdos Lot 3 was sold to John W. Oden for $75. The property was
described as "the land north of the long line between the Stonestreet property and
the Nicol property and contains only about 20 or 30 f&eThe main, northern

part of Lot 3 remained irhe Stonestreet family until 1923.

In 1923, H. F. Stonestreet sold the Stonestreet part of Lot 3 to John Watien
James L. Ode#f. The Odens thus owned all of Lot 3. Two years later, James
sold his part of Lot 3 to John, and i828 John sold all of Lot 3 to Lena M.
Tobln40 Between 1930 and 1940, the value of the buildings on Lot 3 went from

i s $50 to $1000, so the house that

N was on the lot in 2018 was

probably constructed during this
period. The property was sold to
Lena and Berma Moore for
$1400 in 1942 and to Minnie
Brown Weakley for $3500 in
19434

Minnie died in about 1955 and her
will directed that the properties
should be bequeathed to her
husband, Upton G. Weaklé$.In
1968, Upton conveyed the properties to Kermit Agthfdreakley and his wife
Mary*® In 1995, Kermit made his will and described himself as living at 577
Main Street, Washington, Virginid. Mary inherited the property at her
husbanddés death in 1995. She died t1
soldthe property to Brandon Fowler in 1989ln 2018, the owners of Lot 3 (577
Main Street), designated as Tax Map 204, were Justin and Gail Swift. The
lot was 0.5214 acre and contained astb#y frame hous#.

Lot 4 - Tax Map 20A-1-10 (537 MainStreet)

The first owner of Lot 4 in 1798 was Joseph Ray who paid 8 pounds 1 shilling
for the lot*” In 1836, the buildings on the lot were valued at $235, so either Ray

%7 Rappahannock County Deed Book R, page 276
38 Rappahannock County Deed Book V, page 518
3% Rappahannock County Deed Book 32, page 72
40 Rappahannock County Deed Book 32, page 420 and Deed Book 34, page 541
41 Rappahannock County Deed Book 44, page 284 and page 285
42 Rappahannock County Will Book Q, page 20
43 Rappahannock County Deed Book 91, page 439
44 Rappahannock County Will Book 45age 759)
4 Rappahannock County Instrument 990002005
461n 2019, the Swifts sold the propetty Thomas and Constance Bruce for $455,000
47 Culpeper County Deed Book T, page 401
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or the next owner, Michael Nicabuilt the 2%story log househat still existed
on this lot in 2018; the logs are covered in weatherboard cladding.

In 1819, Lot 4 was sold to Michael Nicol, who also owned a small part of the
adjacent Lot 3 and part of Lot 5. Nicol was married to Sarah Miller, the daughte
of HenryMiller 1l, and they raised a family of 10 children: Achsah A., wife of
Thompson Shultz; Elizabeth, wife of Thomas Withers; Henry M., died in
Mi ssour i before 1874, wi dow EIl i za;
mot her 6 s e st aThemsas HoBzamanaDavid; Aylette;é&Samuél W.;
Mary J.; and Lucy M8 Michael Nicol died without a will in about 1848.The
house and lot of 3% acre, composed of Lot 4 and the small part of Lot 3, wer
inherited by Michael 6s awvaldenat$508na the h
buildings on the lot were valued at $480.

Sarah Nicollied in 1873 at age 86 years. A suit was instituted to settle her estat
and the Rappahannock County Court directed that the lot shosd® Lot

4, together with a small part of Lot 3 and part of Lot 5, was sold to Lucy anc
Mary Nicol, daughters of Michael =

and Sarah Nicol, for $735 ir

1882%2 Lucy and Mary are

believed to have operated .
millinery shop here.lIn 1900, Lot |

4 was valued at $50 and th|
building on the lot was valued ag
$350% In 1901, Lucy was aj
resident of Philadelphiag
Pennsylvania, and she sold Lot &
together with the small parts o
Lot 3 and Lot 5, to Lucy Haywara
of Rappahannock Countyrf&1,050>*

In 1902, Lucy Hayward and her husband Thomas F. Haywaletk of the
Rappahannock County Court from 1892 to 1902, sold the eastern half of Lot 4 t
Henrietta Peyton for $1209.

Subsequent owners were Thomas H. Huéina Wayland, Rosa Bishop, Lenora
Kendall, Alice Reid Wood, Mary Wood Bailey, and J. Newbill and Carol

48 Rappahannock County Chancery Case No. 767, Nicol vs. Nicol

4 Rappahannock CounChancery Case No. 101, Nicol vs. Nicol, 1848519).
501850 Rappahannock County Land Records

51 Rappahannock County Chancery Case No. 767, Nicol vs. Nicol; 18532).
52 Rappahannock County Deed Book R, page 276

531900 Rappahannock County Land Records

54 Rappahannock County Deed Book V, page 364

%5 Rappahannock County Deed Book V, page 534
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Miller.%® The Millers sold the property to Kim and Janice Abraham in 2002
and they remained the owners in 2018. The property, designated as Tax Map
20A-1-10 (537 Main Street) contained 0.2467 acre and-at®¥y log house.

Lot 5 - Tax Map 20A-1-11 (525 Main Street) and Tax Map 20AL-12 (509
Main Street)

The first owner of Lot 5 in 1798 was Benjamin Heaton, who paid 9 pounds 1
shilling for thelot.®® In 1809, Heaton sold Lot 5 to George CalveFfhe 1833

map of the town shows that " Mr®in Cal
1836 this house was valued at $200. The northern half of the lot was acquired
by Michael Ncol, who lived on Lot 4. The southern half of Lot 5, containing the
Calvert house, stayed in the Calvert family until 1853.

The northern part of Lot 5 was inher

husbanddos ®Wadhthpropk84@. was acquired

Lucy and Mary Nicol in 1878 In 1901, Lucy sold this northern part of Lot 5

to Lucy Hayward and her husband Thomas who was Clerk of the Rappahannock
. County Court from 1892 to

1902%2 In about 1940, a %

story frame house was built on

the property® In 1996, the

owner of this northern part of Lot

5 was Elizabeth C. Bennett; in

2018, the owners were Kim and

Janice Abraham. The property

contained a frame house on 6513

square feet of land and was

designa@éd as Tax Map 20A-

11 (525 Main Street).

In 1850, the owner of the southern part of Lot 5 was the estate of George Calvert,
deceased. This portion of the lot was valued at $25 and the building on the lot
was valued at $150. The building valuation remediat $150 through 1950. In
1900, the owner was William M. Stuart; he was still listed as the owner iff1950.
The owner in 1996 was Pamela Lynn. In 2018 the owner was Lisbeth Sabol; the

56 Rappahannock County Deed Book W, page 437; Deed Book 40, page 394; Deed Book 40, page 394; Will
Book 39, page 607; Deed Book 217, page 521; Instrument 010001314

57 Rappahannock County Instrument 020000226

58 Culpeper County Deed Book T, page 400

59 Rappahanock County Deed Book A, page 189

50 Rappahannock County Chancery Case No. 101, Nicol vs. Nicol; 184%

51 Rappahannock County Deed Book R, page 276

52 Rappahannock County Deed Book V, page 364

% National Register of Historic Places, the Washington HisDistrict, 2006 Update

641950 Rappahannock County Land Records
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property contained a stuccr
and brick house on 10,54

square feeof land and was__
designated as Tax Ma;
20A-1-12 (509 Main :
Street). The house appeardg
to be made of two distincls
parts, with a brick exteriorjts
on one part fronting on Mairgess
Street and stucco on thé

other part extending along
Harris Hollow Road. The T e
specul#ion is that it is made up of two dlstlnct bundlngs one that originally

served as a farrier and the other as a stable. Inside, the division can be seer
the flooring. One part, perhaps th
highly polishel; the other, with old wide planked pine flooring, was the sfible.

Lot 6 - Tax Map 20A-1-16A (491A Main Street) and Tax Map 20A1-16

The first owner of Lot 6 in 1798 was Edward Bigbee who paid 9 pounds 9
shillings for the lo€® His wife was Lydia Calve, daughter of George and Ann
(Crumper) Calvert. Apparently Bigbee did not build on Lot 6, as required by the
1796 Act forming the town, and the lot was forfeited to the town trustees. In
1822 the trustees sold the lot to Peter Priest for $30.E0iest sold the lot to
Ferdinand Gourdon of Baltimore, Maryland, who sold the lot to Daniel Mason
in 1833% On this lot stood the Free Town Meeting Housdrame building.
Before the courthouse was constructed on Gay Steatf was held in this
building®® In April 1833, Daniel Mason, Alexander Spilman, and William J.
Menefee were authorized to spend $25 to repair this building to accommoda
the court meeting®. Menefee was the Court Clerk from 1833 to 1858.

When DanieMason went bankrupt in 1840, all his properties were sold at public
auction’* This included Lot 6 which was sold for $110 to Dr. Joseph Ni€klin
who was the first of three physici
Elizabeth (Calvert) Nicklin, wathe third daughter of John and Helen (Bailey)
Calvert. Joseph Nicklin was a wédhown physician and served as a surgeon in
the War of 1812. Later, he was a member of the Virginia House of Delegate:

% Rappahannock New25 September 2008

56 Culpeper County Deed Book T, page 369

57 Culpeper County Deed Book PP, page 6

58 Rappahannock County Deed Book B, page 5

5 Rappahannock County Minute Book A, page 4

® Rappahannock County Minute Book A, pag 4

"I Rappahannock County Deed Book C, page 506 and Book D, page 62
2 Rappahannock County Deed Book D, p. 232
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and in 1839 and 1843 he was president of the Wagtingown Board of
Trustees, which managed the Town before it became incorporated iff X864.

of Nicklinbés daughter s, Martha Ann, r
in 1837.

In 1850, Lot 6 owned by Joseph Nicklin was valued at $50 and the budding

the lot was valued at $100. In that year, Nicklin sold the property to Dr. Adolphus
W.Reid* The building served as Dr. Rei d¢
Reid was age 30 years and was listed as a physician.ifeliwas Mary Amanda

Wood and they had three children. In the 1880s, Reid was chairman of the Town

of Washington Board of Trusteés.

Reid sold Lot 6 in 1885 to Dr. Lyle J. Millaa physician who had his offices in
the buildirg.”® Lucy M. Stuart acquired the property in 189&nd the Stuart
family owned the property until 1957. The building on the lot was valued at $150
from 1860 to 1900. The building was torn down in 1904, and a new building was
constructed in 1908 for Willm M. Stuart who operated a merchandise store and
bank in the building unti/l t suppliddd 2 0 s
most of the needs of the townspeople. He also loaned money from an enormous
safe in the rear of theublding. It is believed that the last private bank in the
United States was the Stuart Bankhe merchandise store. Stuart was forced

. by the federal government to
close the bank in the late 1920s
because it no longer recognized
private banks. In 1928 T.C. Lea
opened his Lea Bros Stairethe
building, but moved his store to
Lot 27 in 1935 when he
constructed a new building there
on the northwest corner of Gay
and Jett streef8. In the 1940s
the building on Lot 6 became the
Washington Cash Stardn 1950
p—— the lot was valued at $100 and the
buildings on the lot were valued at $1400. In 1957 the Stuart heirs sold the
property to Clarence E. and Reiae Giles; the store was owned and managed
for many years by Clarence, who was born and raised in Nelson County, and then
by his son, Clarence (Skippy) Giles dvho inherited the northern part of Lot 6

73 Minute Book, Towrof Washington Board of Trustees, 3 June 1839, 14 April 1843
"*Rappahannock County Deed Book H, page 203

> Minute Book, Town of Washington Board of Trustees, 15 July 1880

6 Rappahannock County Deed Book Q, page 443

" Rappahannock County Deed Book T, pag@ 1

8 Rappahannock New8 March 1966, quoted in the 26 July 2018 edition of the newspaper
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in 19757° In 1988, Giles petitioned the Washington Town Council for
permission to close the Washington Cash Store, renovate it, and lease it to t|
Health Department, with three apartments upstiGiles remained the owner

of the northern part of Lot 6, desighatedd@4 A Main Street (Tax Map 204A-

16A) in 2018. The building on this land, located at the southwest corner of Mair
Street and Harris Hollow Road, housed the Rappahannock County Healt
Department on the first floor and three apartments on the secondf@ot 85!

The Rappahannock Free Clinic also used the building.

I'n 1990, Rei nhardt Lynch and Patric
Lot 6 (Tax Map 20A1-16)8 In 2018, the owner was the Inn at Little
Washington LLC. This property contained 0.3&&re and was a gravel parking
lot shielded by tall shrubbery and wooden fencing.

Lot 7 - Tax Map 20A-1-17A (437 and 443 Main Street)

The first owner of Lot 7 in 1798 was John Collins who paid 40 pounds for the
lot.8% The original log house on this lotay have been built in the early 1800s;
in 1836 the house was valued at $200. The logs are now covered i
weatherboard.

In 1833, Lewis Fossett acquired the lot from Richard Tutt. In 1841, Fosset
leased the building on this lot for five years to Robkrteterick, who used the
building as his law offic&* Heterick was clerk of the Town of Washington
Board of Trustees in 18%%nd was a member of the Board of Trustees in $855.
He was also the Rappahannock County Court Clerk from 1860 to 1881. Lewi
Fossett continued to own Lot 7 in 1850, when the lot was valued at $50 and tf
building on the lot was valued at $250. In that year, Fossett was age 77 yea
and was a farmer; he owned several farms in Rappahannock County where
lived®” He died in 1854and in 1860, 1870, and 1880, the owners were Martha
and Hetty Scroggins; in 1890 the owner was Francis ScrogfgiaAsChancery

Suit next ensued, titled Compton and wife vs. Scroggins et al., and a publi
auction of the hathcre property was conducted the Rappahannock County
Court.  William M. Stuart purchased the property in 1905, and in 1910 F. W.

® Rappahannock County Will Book 27, page 474

80 Rappahannock News February 1988

81In June 2019 the Rappahannock County Health Department was moved from 491 BtitoSdr. Jerry
Martinds f or mer -AGaydStrectHRappamdnhiockdNewalune 3039
82 Rappahannock County Deed Book 179, page 514

83 Culpeper County Deed Book T, page 374

84 Rappahannock County Deed Book D, page 138

85 Minute Book, Town of Washington Board of Trustees, 3 June 1839

86 Minute Book, Town of Washington Board of Trustees, 5 August 1855

871850 U.S. census

88 Rappahannock County Land Books
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Young was living in the hous€. The lot was valued at $15 and the building on
the lot was valued at $250. Stuart sold the property to Vance Keeler Hied Ne
Hampton in 19468°

There were three log cabins on Lot 7. The log house closest to Main street on
the south side of the lot was probably built in the early 1800s. It was 1% stories,
with a living room below and a sleeping room above. Typical ol €800s
construction, the chimney of this building was built away from the house proper
after clearing the secorfbbor fireplace, for fire prevention. The arched brick
chimney caps are also unusual. A log kitchen house was located to the rear,
connectedo the other house by a covered passage. At some point before the
1940s, these two building were joined by a hallway where the original logs were
still exposed. In 1965 the potter, June Jordaurchased the I8t. With her
husband Vdlyne Jenkins, she began restoring the buildings and added a large slate
patio in the rear of the building.

Jordan was a native of Mount Crawford, Virginia. She lived in the first two log
buildings and established hdacentihifdo d d e
cabin on Lot 7. This building had e
shop, butcher 6s % Imtheearlyd99@s, asdbookstorg nalled s h a
"Cabin Fever BooKswas housed in the cabin. In 199Be Ragged Mountain
Resource Center, the home base for the Rappahannock League for
Environmental Protection (RLEP) was located here. This organization
coordinated educational and recreational activities focusing on sustainability of
the Blue Ridge mountaiecosystem.

In 1985, Dean and Linda Morehouse purchased the profette became a
mayor of the town of Washington, and she was an interior designer who restored
and remodeled the old structures that made up their Pokiith the assistance

of Peter Kreyling, a local skilled artisaarpenter, a contemporary tvgtory
bedioom and loft were added to the rear beyond the kitchen, with care taken to
maintain the character of the older parts with exposed beams and other details.
The main part of the residence was the clapboawered 1%story log house
which contained the liig room and an upstairs bedroom. On the north wall was
the large fireplace whose exterior chimney still stood. Joined to this was the
other log house which was converted to a kitchen dominated by a large stone
fireplace. The Morehouses soldtheproperty Pat ri ck O6 Connel
Lynch in 1998°

8 Rappahannock County Deed@& X, page 41, and Deed Book Z, page 251

% Rappahannock County Deed Book 48, page 12

91 Rappahannock County Deed Book 84, page 319

92 Rappahannock New8 March 1966, quoted in the 26 July 2018 edition of the newspaper
% Rappahannock County Deed Book 152y@ 566

9 Rappahannock New&3 October 1988

% Rappahannock County Deed Book 230, page 372
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In 2018, the owner of Lot 7, designated as Tax Map-2AXA and containing
0.25 acre, was the Inn at Little Washington LLC which renovated and remodele
the structures on the property. The front & building, facing on Main Street,
became overnight accommodations for
House, o | oc @ P

Main Street. Described ay\ |
Afone of the [
in town, it was at one tim
the residence of a mayor
the Town & Washington. @8
The house has a formds
sitting area with a gad
fireplace. The bedroo
features a kingized four
posted bed and a massi
fieldstone wood burning™=

fireplace. The bathroom is decorated in blue and white-paimded Portuguese
tile and has aalible vanity, jacuzzi tub, and separate shower. There is a privat
walled garden, perfect for afternoon tea, a small wedding ceremaony, or any tyf
of c el é&bThearear af the hwilding was remodeled to become separate
overnight lodging andwas calle i The Gamekeeper és Cc
Main Street.

PR | - 4

Lot 8 - Tax Map 20A-1-18 (439 Main Street)

The first owner of Lot 8 in 1798 was George Calvert, who paid 49 pounds fol
Lots 8, 42, and 4%. Calvert was one of the three men who petitioned the General
Assembly of Virginia to establish the town of Washington in 1796. George was
descended from the Maryland Calverts, including the 1st Lord Baltimore. His
father George moved to Prince Willianohty, Virginia, and established his
farm there; in the late 1700s son George moved to what was then Culpep
County, later Rappahannock County. He established his home was :
"Horseshoe Farm" located on Fodderstack Road north of the town of Washingtc
beween Fodderstack Mountain and Big Mulky Mount&inHde married Lydia
Beck Ralls and they had 14 childrénin 1802, George Calvert sold Lot 8 to his
niece Anne Coxe t he daughter of Georgeobs
Helen (Baley) Calvert. Anne had married Capt. David J. Coxe in 1799. In 1803,
Anne received a license to establish an "ordinary" (an inn or fpaethis site,

% http://www.theinnatlitttewashington.com/mayesuse.shtml
97 Culpeper County Deed Book T, page 398
9% Culpeper County Deed Book H, page 525
®El Il a Foy O piBroDesnendants of therVirginia Calvertdiggenson Book Co., Salem,
Massachusetts, 1947
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so the building that still exists on this site was probably constructed iretie
early 1800s.

The main floor was used to serve meals; upstairs were several small private
rooms that were rented to lady travelers and to more affluent gentlemen and a
large common room where lodgers rented sjpaifeen just a space on a bed that

was shared with other travelers or even space on the!ffodn 1833, the
commissioners charged with determining the most appropriate place for the
county seat of the new county of Rap
building was also where the courggvernment held its meetings in 188334

before the Courthouse was built on Lot 45. The bell on the upper balcony of
todayoés building is believed to have
customers to dinner. An 1833 plan of the town shivs s . Coxebs T
located on Lot 8%

A mercantile store abutting the north side of the tavern was built later for Mrs.
Coxeo0s M sads& Anne sold this building to James Jett and John G.
Lane; it was described as a storehouse and wareH8uUgse1843, Lane sold his
interest in the property to Jett; the storehouse and warehouse were occupied by
the firm of Jett & Greei*

Anne Coxe was the owner of the tavern until her death in 1850, when the lot was
valued at $100 and the building on the lot wakied at $1700. A chancery suit
ensued to settle Annebds estate and th
the tavern should be soltf. At a public auction, the highest bidder was Peter
Ruffner at the sum of $1255. The Court substituted Amos edRuffner,

because Dear had executed his bonds covering the sale price with security. These
bonds were fully paid by 1850, when a deed was issued to'®e&he deed

conveyed dAall of that pafibk,itedcludedtiie 8 n
mercantile store) upon which stood da
Mrs. Ann Coxe at the time of her deat
building became known as Dear 6s Hot el

In the 1850 cesus, Amos was age 38 years and was listed as a tavern keeper.
Present with him in the building on Lot 8 at the time that the census was taken
were his wife Phebe and their three children; Tamar Spiller; Walter Hackley and

WRecol lections of Mrs. Edna Wal ker, owner of fAWash
ReynoldsOn the Morning Side of the Blue Ridgecompilation ofrticles published in thRappahannock

Newsin 1983, page 50

101 Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page 189

102 Rappahannock New20 May 1976, quoted in the 30 July 2015 issue of this newspaper; also, testimony by
Fran Eldred, granddaughter of Jdbdward Thornton

103 Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page 288

104 Rappahannock County Deed Book E, page 334

105 Rappahannock County Chancery Suit, Nicklin and Calvert vs. Calvert et al.

106 Rappahannock County Deed Book H, page 421
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Robert Spindle, both lawyers; Bamin F. Kinsey, a physician; John Payton, a
merchant clerk; and John W. Barneyels, a road contractor. All of these
individuals were probably living in the hotel at the time of the census. Amos
Dear was a member of the Town of Washington Board of Trsiste#855""

His building became known as Washington House during the latter half of the
1800s. In 1881, the Board of Trustees of the town of Washington voted to hav
the public well near the hotel covered over with a guard and substantis
framework!%®

After the death of the Dears, two chancery suits were instigated to settle the
estate®® As a result of these suits, in 1903 a commissioner of the Circuit Court
of Rappahannock County conveyed to John Edward Thofoto$l1725f t h e
house known as Washington Hougth two acres and thirty wo p ol es @
(the Dears owned additional land on the west side of L'd? 8. 1933, the hotel,

an apple evaporating plant, and other buildings were locatatli®r.2acre
property!'! The property remained in the Thornton family, being passed down
through several generations. In 1950, the owner was Margaret B. Thorntor
widow of John Edward Thornton. The lot was valued at $100; the buildings or
the lot were alued at $708'? Margaret died in 1962; she willed the property to
her two daughters, Hilda Levesque and Edna T. WatkeFhe former tavern
and hotel was next owned Qharles and Frances (Walker) Eldred who operated
a restaurant named Washington House in the building. Frances was the daugh
of Edna (Thornton) Walker and the granddaughter of John Edward and Margars
Thornton.

The storehouse adjacent to and nortiCaf x e 6s Taver n, bui
mercantile building for Anne Coxeds
Jett at the death of his father, James, and in 1874 this was sold by grandson Jar
Jett to James W. Stonestréét.The storehouse was agaicgaired by the Jett
family in 1887 and then sold to William M. Stuart in 1912; it remained in the
Stuart family until 1946 when it was purchased by Vance Hite K&élerhe

land was described by metes and bounds as being adjacent to the Hotel, w
50.2" dong the nortksouth boundaries and 18.8' along the-eaesit boundaries.

In 1969, Edna Walker (daughter of John Edward Thornton) and her husband Pa
purchased the storehouse building and fahaind in 1976 her daughter Frances

107 Minute Book, Town of WashingtoBoard of Trustees, 5 August 1855

108 Minute Book, Town of Washington Board of Trustees, 13 May 1881

1% Rappahannock County Chancery Suits Dear vs. Dear and Dear vs. Cook

110 Rappahannock County Deed Book W, page 71

111 Rappahannock County Deed Book 37, pade 23

1121950 Rappahannock County Land Records

113 Rappahannock County Will Book T, page 389

114 Rappahannock County Deed Book N, page 321

115 Rappahannock County Deed Book R, page 165; Deed Book Z, page 251; and Deed Book 48, page 12
116 Rappahannock County Deed Book 96, page 24
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Eldredand husband Charles restored the old mercantile building attached to their
restaurant and opened a new business there called "The Washington House of
Reproductions®’ The shop included many handsome gift items but the main
feature was lighting fixtues of all types, modern and traditional. The business
named "Eldred Handcrafted Solid Brass Lighting" which provided lighting
restoration services was located within the building. During restoration of the
building, corncobs were found within the walisJegacy of the upstairs room

where corn had been stored. On 26 December 1986 the building was partially
destroyed by fire, and Eldred discovered an original back wall and determined
that the structure had been iestomtionepar
included raising the roof in the rear of the building to gain a full second floor
over the back room, adding several windows on the north side and at the back of
the building, and finishing the front with an antique stain rather than painting i
white as it was then. The back of the building remained white to continue the
appearance of two separate buildid§sAfter the death of Charles Eldred, the
buil ding wa s rented to Carolyn Hal |
Reproduction Lighting and Wes in May 1998. This business was primarily a
lighting shop with items made from tinware, wrought iron, brass, glass, crystal,
and woodl.i9

———

I n 2002 Frances El dred sold Lot 8, c
and the mercantile building desiged as Tax Map 20A-18 (439 Main Street)

and containing 0.6648 acre, to Patric
of the Inn at Little Washingtot°® The buildings underwent major renovation

and restoration and were converted for use as gift shogseamdin floor and

storage areas in the upper fléér.In 2015, the Town of Washington transferred

117 Rappahannock New20 May 1976, quoted in the 30 July 2015 issue of this newspaper.
118 Rappahannock New28 May 1987
118 Rappahannock Newsguly 1998 (day unknown)
120 Rappahannock County Instrument 020000388; plat in Rappahannock County Deed Book 136, page 33
121washington Postl6 October 2002
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ownership of the northern half of
0.0586 acre to the Inn at Little Washington LLC, to be combined with Tax Map
20A-1-181%2

Lot 9 - Tax Map 20A-1-37A (371 Main Street) and Tax Map 20A1-37 (389A
Main Street and 389B Main Street)

The first owner of Lot 9 in 1798 was Thomas Thatcher who paid 17 pounds 1
shillings for the lot2* John McNeale purchased the lot from Jeremiah and John
Strother in 1817, but in 1822 he was forced to sell the lot because of debt:
William Porter Jr. was the purchaser at the price of $87%iven this large
purchase price, the house on the lot asgistybuilt in about 180A.820; in 1836

the buildings on the lot were valued at $600. Daniel Mason was the next owne
(Wil liam Po rin-lew); helwas admemberrofahe Washington Town
Board of Trustees in 1838 In 1840 Mason went bankrupt éirall his
properties were sold at public aucti8h.This included Lot 9 which was sold to
James W. Porter, the younger brother of William Portéf’Jim 1844, James
Porter sold the lot to Oliver Perry Smitli. The owner of Lot 9 in 1850 was
James F. Strber who had acquired the lot, containing a dwelling house and
accessory buildings, from Turner A. Jones in 1848 for $600rhe lot was
valued at $50 and buildings on the lot were valued at $1200. Given thi
valuation, there was a substantial house omptbperty.

In 1855 John and Frances Carter acquired Lot 9 and converted the building to
hotel and taver®® In the 1850 census John Carter was age 46 years and was
tavern keeper. Present with him in the building on Lot 9 at the time that the
census s taken were his wife Frances and their seven children; John Hollanc
a bar keeper; and Lewis Oden and George L. Richards, both wheelwtights.
map drawn during the time of the Civil War shows that the building, located on
the southwest corner of Maimeé Middle streets, was a hotel called "Mansion

House. " The Carterobés son, Wil liam |
property. His daughter Saintie married Francis Duydieyn of William Dudley
who was the clerk of Mount Saleéhth ur ¢ h, and the Dudl €

Housed on Lot 9 where they raised f

122 Rappahannock County Instrument 150000512

123 Culpeper County Deed Book T, paged39

124 Copy of Culpeper County deed in Rappahannock County Chancery Case #354

125 Minute Book, Town of Washington Board of Trustees, 3 June 1839

126 Rappahannock County Deed Book C, page 506, and Book D, page 62

127 Rappahannock County Deed Book D, p. 224

128 Rappahanock County Deed Book E, page 418, and Deed Book F, page 148

128 Rappahannock County Deed Book G, page 527

130 Rappahannock County Deed Book R, page 81

¥10ne of their sons was French Pendleton Carter,
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In 1900, Saintie Carter Dudley was the owner of Lot 9; the lot was valued at $50
and the building on the lot was valued at $600. Photographs of the hobse by t
Works Progress Administration in about 1936 show that the house was a very
large twostory building located at the southwest corner of Main and Middle
streets. In 1944, L. V. Merriicquired Lot 9 and 2.5 acres adjacent to thet we
for $6000**2 He had the house moved to the south end of Lot 9, and changed
the interior of the house from a singlmily home to apartments. The back wing

of the house and the small building beside it were moved to the back of the lot
and made into eental housé® It was reputed to be a house of prostitution. The
telephone office was located on the first floor of the Carter House during the time
before a dial system was instituted; an operator was on duty 24 hour$®*a day.

On the land at the cornef Main and Middle streets where the Carter House
originally stood, L. V. Merrill constructed a new brick building to house his car

dealershipin1945° ( Ear |l i er, Merrill had rented
With this new construction and the exigtiCarter House, the buildings on Lot 9
were valued at $9000 in 1950. Merril

with a car display window in the front of the building. By this pwat time,

traffic was increasing on Lee Highway, which ran through tbwn, as
vacationers traveled to the Skyline Drive and the Shenandoah National Park. In
1976 Merrill conveyed Lot 9 to his granddaughter, Nina Merrill Norfian.
When it closed in 1979, Merrill 6s For
America fromthe standpoint of continuous existence.

Northern Part of Lot 9 (389A

and 389B Main Street):

The buil ding whel
car dealership was located
was purchased by Werner
Krebser M.D. in 1979%" He
renovated the building and
rented it to four businessés
Natureos Foods,
Antiques, the Beauty Box,

and photographer Pall Carolyn Dele\]/?& In 1981 the Washington post office
was relocated from Lot 14 to the northern part of the buildiregd remained

there through 2018. A series of shlived restaurants occupied the southern part

132 Rappahanock County Deed Book 45, page 45

133 Information from Marilyn (Merrill) Bailey, November 2015

134 |Information from Marilyn (Merrill) Bailey, November 2015

135 Rappahannock County Deed Book 45, page 45; Rappahannock County Plat Book 3, page 13

136 Rappahannock Gmty Deed Book 119, page 635

187 Rappahannock County Deed Book 133, page 607; Krebser was a partner in Little Washingtoringssoc
138 Rappahannock New26 November 2015

139 personal communication from Carol Miller, former postmistress, 2018
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of the building from March 1985 to December 1989. These were the Bramble
Cafe, operated by John and llene Shipman; a renovated Brambles Cafe opera
by Richad and EIl aine Vigurie, who |ived
foodd under the management of Me |
Marque and Ann Kolack and Lois and Arthur NeuféfdFinally, in December
1989 the restaurant was reopened as Cbentry Cafeby David Huff, who
remained the manager in 20%'8.

I n 1992, Wer ner Krebser sold his |
Reinhardt Lynch?*2In 2015, the Town of Washington transferred ownership of
the southern halfofth Mi ddl e Street fistub stre
Inn at Little Washington LLC, to be combined with the property on the northern
part of Lot 94 In 2018 the property, designated as Tax Map -2€3Y,
contained a brick building that housed The oy Cafe (389A Main Street),
which featured homestyle cooking and was a favorite dining establishmen
among locals, and the U.S. post office (389B Main Street). The owner of the
property was the Inn at Little Washington LLC.

Southern Part of Lot 9 (37ain Street):

In 1990, Nina Merrill Norman and her husband John sold the Caugiey
home on the southern part of Lot 9to J. Stewart and Evelyn Wﬂllé’he
building housed an antique ' o
shop call ed

assortment of antige and
new itemsi*> In 2005, the
building and land were:
purchased by the Inn
Little Washington'*® The §-
house underwent a majoy&
restoration by  JosepHis
Keyser Construction
Company of Washington in=—" s TR o
2017, with the collaboration L R

of Annapolis architect Wayne @d and Peter Post Restoratlon of Richmond,
and was converted to overnight accommodations for guests of tHe Mtile
the tin roof of the house was being removed, centalig@poplar and chestnut

140 Rappahannock New28 March 1985, 22 May 1986, and 10 December 1987
141 Rappahannock New#& December 1989
142 Rappahannock County Deed Book 193, page 199
143 Rappahannock County Instrument 150000512
144 Rappahannock County Deed Book 178, page 389
145 Rappahannock New8 January 1992
146 Rappahannock County Instrument 050000068
147 Rappahannock New®1 December 2017
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were uncovered, as well as hamtbught nails shaped onbal ac k s mi t hd s
In 2018 the property, designated as Tax Map-268YA (371 Main Street) and
containing the Cartedudley home on 0.4235 acre, was owned by the Inn at
Little Washington LLC.

Lot 10 - Tax Map 20A-1-38 (341 Main Street, 349 Main Streeand 353 Main
Street)

The first owner of Lot 10 in 1798 was Nathan Dyke who paid 9 pounds 15
shillings for the lot*® Apparently Dyke did not build on Lot 10, as required by

the 1796 Act forming the town, and the lot was forfeited to the town trustees. |
1822 the trustees sold the lot to Daniel Mason for'$50n 1840, Mason went
bankrupt and all his properties were sold at public auction; this included Lot 10
which was sold to Henry Johnson, a cabimetker*® One year later, Johnson

sold part of thedt to James Brereton Jones, whose home was across Main Street
onlot26® I n 1850, Johnsonds part of Lot
buildings on the | ot were valued at $
and the buildings on the lot were vaduat $200.

By 1880, the sole owner of Lot 10 was Eliza Jones, widow of James B. Jones.
The property was inherited by Annie Jones Clopton Wood, the daughter of James
and Eliza, and then by her son Edward Clopton. In 1950 the lot was valued at
$60 and théuildings on the lot were valued at $350. In 1983, John Dobrisky
acquired Lot 10 from Peter Kram®&f,and Dobrisky sold the lot to Jean F.
Goodinein 19911%2 The lot was designated as Tax Map 2088 and contained
0.5176 are. Goodine was the owner of Lot 10 in 2018.

Three buildings were located on Lot 10 in 2018. At the west side of the lot (349
— Main Street) was a 1%tory frame

singlefamily house, constructed in
about 1850 and formerly located on
the west side of Lo25. Peter
Kramer moved the house to the rear

¥ of Lot 9 and later to the western part
’{”” m’ of Lot 10. The house was enlarged

by Kramer in about 1978 by adding

g e

148 Culpeper County Deed Book T, page 392

149 Culpeper County Deed Book OO, page 346

1%0 Rappahannock County Deed Book C, page 506; Deed Book D, page 62; and Deed Book D, page 236
151 Rappahannock County Deed Book D, page 243; Minute Book, Town of Washington Boaudtets, 3
June 1839, 1 June 1842

152 Rappahannock County Deed Book 158, page 647

153 Rappahannock County Deed Book 185, page 831
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a small building formerlyocated ,
on Lot 9%** On the northeast par
of the lot was a frame 1%tory

varlously cal l
Silver Hammer ,

jewelry fashioned in gold or silve
created by Christopher
Goodine!®® In 2018 it was the location for the business called "Wine Loves
Chocolate" WhICh featureldardto find smallbatch wines, cigars, and exquisite
artisan chocolatesOn the southeast corner
of Lot 10 was a small framestory building
constructed in about 1980 by Peter Kramer
(341 Main Street)>’ The building housed
the Geneva Welch Gallemyhich featured
We | ¢ h 6 s-edition prints, exate cards,
and original paitings along with gift items

of jewelry and hand painted items. Geneva
Welch is a nationally known artist who
specialized in watercolors and oil paintings
of animals and country scenes.

Lot 11 - Tax Map 20A-1-39 (329 Main Street) and Tax Map 20A1-40 (07
Main Street)

The first owner of Lot 11 in 1798 was Courtney Norman who paid 7 pounds fol
the lot1%® Apparently Norman did not build on Lot 11, as required by the 1796
Act forming the town, and the lot was forfeited to the town trustees. In 1822 the
trustees sold the lot to Samuel Evans, together with forfeited Lot 28, for
$3850°The 1833 plan of the town show:
11; Francis T. Drakevas one of the two physicians who were residentsef th

town at that timé®® The value of the buildings on the lot in 1836 was $300. By

154 National Register of Historic Places, Washington Historic District, 1975 nomination and 2006 Update;
information from Peter Kraer, 2019
1% National Register of Historic Places, Washington Historic District, 2006 Update
156 Information from Jean Goodine, February 2019
157 National Register of Historic Places, Washington Historic District, 2006 Update
158 Culpeper County Deed Book T, page7
159 Culpeper County Deed Book PP, page 247
160 Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page 189; Joseph Martin, corifipitet835 Gazetteer of Virginia
and the District of Columbiaeprinted by Willow Bend Books, 65 East Main Street, Westminster, Maryland,
200Q pp. 276277
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1841, the owner of Lot 11 was Horatio G. Moffét. He was an attorney,
maintaining a private practice and also serving as prosecuting attorney for the
Virginia Commonwealthand was a member of the Town of Washington Board
of Trusteed®? In 1850 and 1860, Moffett was still the owner, with the buildings
on the lot valued at $350. In 1880 through 1910, John and Lucy Cooper were
the owners of Lot 11; he is believed to have aadddler shop on the 5.

Northern Part of Lot 11 (329 Main Street):

By 1920, the northern part of Lot 11 was owned by George E. and Louella Cary
where they residef? This was also the location dfe Blue Ridge Guide
newspaper office, in a small frame building fronting on Main Street. This
newspaper was the successor to the origragpahannock New§he Call and

The Blue Ridge Echo Publication ofThe Blue Ridgésuide was under the
capable management of George E. Cary from 1889 to 1936.

In 1950, the owner of the northern
part of Lot 11 containing the Cary
home was Edward B. Cary, son of
George and Louella; the lot was
valued at $20 and the buildings on
the lot were valued at $500.
Edward lived in the house on this
property until his death in 1970.
He willed his property to Joe
Ellen Crane, Mary Lee Goff, and
Libby Jane Pullef In 1996, the
owner of the property was Libby Jane Pullen, and in 2018 the owiseRidge

Il LLC c/o Abdo Development of Washington DC. The tatory frame Cary
home fronted by a firsfloor porch was located on the property, designated as
Tax Map 20A1-39 (329 Main Street).

Southern Part of Lot 11 (307 Main Street):

In the1930s, the Carys constructed a istory frame building on the southern
part of Lot 11 for recreational purposes. A poolroom serving beer was in the
basement. The private Rappahannock @ladh Saturday night dances, dancing
lesons, and childrends parties on®t he
In 1950, the owner of this part of Lot 11 was Louella Cary; the lot was valued at
$50 and the building was valued at $1100. The property had multiple owners

161 Rappahannock County Deed Book D, page 243
162 Minute Book, Town of Washington Board of Trustees, 3 June 1839
163 Rappahannock County Land Records
164 Rappahannock County Deed Book T, page 39
185 Rappahannock County Will Book Y, page 320 and DeenkB®3, page 34
166 Elisabeth B. and C.E. Johnson Rappahannock County, Virginia, A Histp@reen Publishers, Orange,
VA, 1981, p. 144
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during 1985 to 199%’ Located in the building in the 1980s was the business
called "La Galerie Des Beawxrts" with emphasis on European paintings from
the 18th to early 20th centuries. The business was owned and operated by J:
Krebser. In 1993 the busine
called "Courry Heritage"
occupied the building. It solo
antiques and reproductiong
pottery, folk art, quilts, dried=
flowers, and gifts. In 1998 the
building housed R.H. Ballard Findd
Art which sold original art prints,
and antigue and new Persia§
Caucasian, Turkis and Afghan i
rugs.®® Robert and Joan Ballargy
purchased the property in 2064 p”“
and remained the owners in 201

The property, located at the

northwest corner of Main and Jett streets (307 Main Street) and designated |
Tax Map 20A1-40, contained 0.090 e On this property was the store, R. H.
Ballard Shop and Gallery, which sold fine art, rugs, table linens, and gift items
with a rental apartment on the second floor.

/M

Lot 12 - Tax Map 20A-1-41 (291 Main Street) and 20A1-42

The first owner of Lot 2 in 1798 was William Porter who paid 25 pounds 18
shillings for Lots 12, 13, 14, and 4. Porter was one of the four men who
petitioned the General Assembly of Virginia in 1797 to include part of his land
in the new town of Washingtdri!

In 1833, Wiliamdb s wi dow Sarah purchased Lot
15)"2and then sold the lot to Henry Johnd6hJohnson was a member of the
Town of Washington Board of Trustees in 1839 and 1843n about 1837
Johnson began constructioha 16' by 32' twestory frame house for himself and
his bride, Eliza Ann Grove. He also constructed an ice house on the property.
1850 the house was valued at $250. Johnson remained the owner of Lot 12 ur

167 Rappahannock County Deed Book 151, page 178; Deed Book 179. page 219; Deed Book 195, page 618
and Instrument 9700060

168 Rappahannock New$1 November 1998, quoted in the 26 July 2018 edition of the newspaper

169 Rappahannock County Instrument 040000297

170 Culpeper County Deed Book T, page 371

171 George Calvert, James Jett Jr., James Wheeler, and William Porter, Culpeper County, 1 December 1797
Legislative Petitions Digital Collection, Library of Virginia, Richmond, VA, Record number 000154073,
Legislative Petitions of the General Assembly, 21865, Accession Number 36121, Box 58, Folder 71.

172 Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page 157

173 Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page 146

174 Minute Book, Town of Washington Board of Trustees, 3 June 1839, 1 June 1842
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1851, when he sold the lot to JamesJBnes & Co.; from 1854 to 1907 the
property was owned by Walker and Mary Holl&fdin 1900, Lot 12 was valued

at $50 and the buildings on the lot were valued at $300. Walker Hollasié

tailor who maintained his business in hisme on Lot 12. He was also the
Washington postmaster, and the post office was located on his property, probably
in his home. After Holl andds deat h,
sold to D. Cleveland Updike in 1910. The house was expantlesllzack, sides,

and front and gained a distinct col on
wife Margaret Updike established a tourist guest house business in the home, and
substantial improvements were made to the building to serve this business; in
120 the buildings on the | ot were Vva
Kathleen Updike Scudere acquired the property in 12 nd P. W. Scuc
Garagewas located on the property.

It is believed that the ice house wasved closer to Main Street at this time. In
about the 1970s the businesses Natur
homemade bread, gifts, furniture, and Christmas decorations were located in this
small building.

There were multiple ownerg
subsequetly, and in 1985 the
property was acquired by Jame
and Nancy Thomasson wh
established a bed and breakfs
business in the former Hollang
home, as well as an antiques ar s
crafts shop, crafts studio, anjgs
restoration workshop in the
house and outbuildingsJames was a professor of theology at Georgetown
University and Nancy was a weaver and quilter who also managed the antiques
shop. In 1991, Francis and Jean Scott acquired
Lot 12, and their bed and breakfast establishment
received a dliamond rating byhe American
Automobile Association in 1993. The Scotts
sold the property to Harry Carlip in 1998, who
conveyed it to Piedmont Partners and Gary and
Michelle Schwartz in 2062006; the charming
manor house and land were renamed "Heritage
House"!’” In 2014, the building and 0.2843 acre
were sold to The Inn at the Ridge LLC which

175 Rappahannock County Deed Book |, pagednd Deed Book |, page 451

176 Rappahannock County Deed Book 58, page 108

177 Rappahannock County Deed Book 233, page 823; Rappahannock County Instruments 040000847,
050000199, and 060002277; Rappahannock County Instruments 050000199 and 060002277
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retained the bed and breakfast function and renamed the building as "The Whi
Moose Inp" in 2016 the remaining 0.2098 acre was soldRitdge 35 LLC."®

The colonnaded inn on the property was described as "a hip, modern approach
the historic country Inn, built circa 1837, combining calm with luxury. Features
include a large terrace with mountain views, rooms with vaulted ceilings, anc
crisp clean designs.” The property is designated as120R (291 Main Street)
and Tax Map 20AL-42.

Lot 13 - Tax Map 20A-1-43 (261 Main Street) and Tax Map 20A1-44 (249
Main Street) and Lot 14 - Tax Map 20A-1-45 (233 Main Street) and Tax
Map 20A-1-45A (211 Main Street)

The first owner of Lot 13 and Lot 14 in 1798 was William Porter who paid 25
pounds 18 shillings for Lots 12, 13, 14, and#7Porter was one of the four men
who petitioned the General Assembly of Virginia in 1797 to include part of his
land in the new town of Washingtéf.

I n 1833, Williamdés widow Sa'fasShesolh s
Lot 13 to Henry Johnsé#f and Lot 14 to George AbernatH§. There were no
buildings on either property in 1836. However, by 1841, Henry Johmasdn
constructed a home on Lot 13. The building was asteoy brick house with
porches on the first and second floor. It was often described as one of the mc
beautiful homes in the town of Washington. Also on the lot were a smokehous
and other outhldings; the value of these buildings and the home was $1200 in
1841. In that year, J.Y. Menefaequired Lot 13 from Johnson and in 1857 he
acquired Lot 14 from George Nictt.

For the next 70 years these two lots were the homeYofMenefee, his family,

and his descendants. He was a distinguished lawyer, the county Commonwea
Attorney in the 1850s, and a member of the Town of Washington Board o
Trustees in 185%° The Menefees raised eleven children in their home. In 1893
Dora, Nita, and Jennie Menefee were the owners of the prdgeiita died in
1900, Jennie died in 1930, and Dora died in 1936, and in 1937 two of their heir
-- Mary S. Gibbons and Dora M. Sangstepurchased the interest of the other

178 Rappahanock County Instruments 120000812 and 160000879

179 Culpeper County Deed Book T, page 371

180 George Calvert, James Jett Jr., James Wheeler, and William Porter, Culpeper County, 1 December 1797
Legislative Petitions Digital Collection, Library of Virginia, dimond, VA, Record number 000154073;
Legislative Petitions of the General Assembly, 21865, Accession Number 36121, Box 58, Folder 71.
181 Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page 157

182 Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page 146

183 Rappahannock County Deed Bof, page 147

184 Rappahannock County Deed Book H, page 501, and Deed Book K, page 154

185 Minute Book, Town of Washington Board of Trustees, 5 August 1855

186 Rappahannock County Deed Book S, page 424
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heirs in the two 1518 Only Lot 13 appeared to have a house on it, although
there may have been outbuildings on Lot®4Mary and Dora sold the lots to
Charles Keyser in 1936937, who sold the properties to Jessie Cox in 1946, who
sold them in the same year to Harold &&¥ The Menefee home on Lot 13 had
been severely weakened when Main Street was macadamized and widened
during construction of Lee Highway through the town in the 1930s. Large cracks
appeared in the house, and the home was dismantled in the 1940sl Gtzest,

a resident of Culpeper County, divided Lot 13 and Lot 14, beginning in 1946:

Northern part of Lot 13 (261 Main Street):

In 1946, Geest sold the northern part of Lot 13, with 50' of frontage on Main
Street and on which there were Imgildings, to Marion Gray Watt§® A plain
1¥story brick building was constructed on this property. The building was
occupied by t hea nWa tBteg & . hEaES86h tHerowmermp

theproperty was Hook & Crook Associates. More recently, the businesses called
The Hair Gallery owned by Kimberly Nelson and The Little Washington
Wellness & Spa owned by Jackie Meuse were located in the building. In 2018,
the building housed the businesiedThe Little Washington Spa and the owner

of the property, designated as Tax Map 2ZBA3 (261 Main Street) and
containing 0.188 acre, was First Markin Group LLC c/o Joseph Meuse of
Warrenton, Virginia.

187 Rappahannock County Deed Book 40, pages 385 and 402

188 Ragpahannock County Land Books, 185950

189 Rappahannock County Deed Book 46, page 442, Deed Book 47, page 279, and Deed Book 48, page 120
190 Rappahannock County Deed Book 49, page 159
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Southern Part of Lot 13 (249 Main Street):

This property was formerly the location of the Menefee family home. Harold
Geest sold this thewacant land to Lucy Catherine Bowiie 19501°! A plain
1%>story concrete block
building was constructed
and the building wasf
ocaupied by the §
Rappahannock Newsffice,
which remained in
building until 2013. In 1996,
the owner of the propert
was Arthur Arundel who
was also the owner dahe
Rappahannock News In
2018 the property,
designated as Tax Map 2aA44 (249 Main Streetand containing 0.2259 acre,
was owned by Ridge 249 LLC of Washington, D.C.

Lot 14 (211 and 233 Main Street):

In 1951, Harold Geest leased Lot 14 to the Town of Washington for use as
recreation area for a period of five years, and the town playgwasdeveloped

on this property®? After this, he sold the southern half of Lot 14 to W. Arthur
Miller in 19551°3on which was constructed a concrete block building. This was
used by the W.A. Milledohn Caskie Real Estate company onsihigth sideof

the  building and the
Washington Post Office, from
April 1956 to 1981, on the
north side. The
Rappahannock Health
Department was also located

in the building and Mrs. John

M. Barber Jr. opened a beauty
shop in the building®
Douglas Baumgardner
purchased the building in
1982 for his law office and added ground and upper levels in the rear. Dr. W
Neal Mayberry of Luray opened a dental office in the rear ground level on 3 Jun

191 Rappahannock County Deed Book 54, page 127
192 Rappahannock County Deed Bd86, page 448Rkappahannock News2 July 1952
193 Rappahannock County Deed Book 64, page 299
194 Rappahannock News2 April 1956
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1982, seeing patients on Thdayst®® In 1987, the rear lower level was the site

of Washington Video Rentals, owned by Susan Kauffman and Rae Haase, which
sold and rented video tapes. When Baumgardner retired in 2014, Miller Building
LLC (Eve Willis, daughter of Arthur Miller) acquidethe property®® The south

side of the building was converted to an antique/gift shop called "Rare'Finds
the north side of the building housed the law office of Michael Brown of the
WalkerJones legal firm. In 2018, Rare Finds ocedpihe main floor of the
building. The offices of Hampton Title Agency were on the rear lower level. In
2018, the owner of the property, designated as Tax Map1242A (211 Main
Street), was Miller Building LLC (J. Stewart Willis).

Geest sold the norgin half of Lot 14 to Marion and Nell Watts in 1965.0n
this property was constructed a estery concrete block building with a
basement lev&that was a @nit apartment building in 2018, with units the

eastern Main Street side and lovievel urits on the western side of the lot. In
2018, the owner of the property, designated as Tax Map1243 (233 Main
Street), was T&M Properties of Rappahannock LLC.

Lot 15 - Tax Map 20A-1-61 (199 Main Street and 195 Main Street)

The firstownerof Lotls n 1798 was John OO6Neal who
for the lot!®® In 1833, Sarah Porter was the owner of the lot which she sold to
John F. Cartet?®® There were no buildings on Lot 15 in 1836. In 1850, the lot

was valued at $40 and the buildings onlttevere valued at $400. Carter sold

Lot 15 to Howard Compton in 1855; at that time, there was a wagders shop

on the lot°! In 1860 through 1892, the lot was owned by Elias Compton; it was
purchased by John W. Clark in 1893.In 1900, Lot 15 was vakd at $25 and

the building on the lot was valued at $100.

195 Rappahannock New27 May 1982

1% Rappahannock County Instrument 140000753

197 Rappahannock County Deed Book 84, page 138

198 Rappdannock Newst November 1965

199 Culpeper County Deed Book T, page 407

200 Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page 157 and page 166
201 Rappahannock County Deed Book J, page 309

202 Rappahannock County Deed Book S, page 397
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Clark began a jitney service
named the Front Royal &
Washington Motor Transper
tation Company that was &
chartered in 1916. He %
constucted a second building Oclﬁ

Lot 15, adjacent to and south
his home, which served as the biyy
station. He and his wife Alice i
sold Lot 15 and the bus compa
to Walker B. Jenkins in 1920 fo
$1000%°®  He renamed the
company as theWalker B.
Jenkins Bus Lig, which provided :
daily bus service from Culpepeg.
to Winchester via Washingto
and Front Royal, and later frong
Sperryville to Fredericksburg vig
Washington and Culpep& In Pt
the mid1950s Jenkins sold the &
line to the Viginia Trailways Bus
Company. (See Chapter 14 for
more details.)

Two of Wal ker Jenkinsé four daught
resided in the house on Lot 15 for many years. Mary was a local first grad
teacher, and Ruby was secretary for tirgiviia Extension Service. In 2018 the
owner of the property, located at the southwest corner of Main and Porter stree
and designated as Tax Map 20/61; was Winsor Properties LLC. Deborah
Winsor had restored the property. She applied for and wasedraermission

to use the house as an occasional tourist home (199 Main Street). In the form
bus station building was the shop known as August Georges (195 Main Street)

Lot 16 - Tax Map 20A-1-62 (189 Main Street and 191 Main Street) and Lot

51- Tax Map 20A-1-63

The first owner of Lot 16 in 1798 was Henry Menefee who paid 8 pounds 2 penc
for the 1ot?°® The first owner of Lot 51 in 1798 was John Vince who paid 6

203 Rappahannock County Deed Book 30, page 357

204 paphne Hutchinson and Theresa Reynolds, compilerghe Morning Side of the Blue Ridgeticles
from the Rappahannock News of 1983, page 28

205 Culpeper County Deed Book T, page 385
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pounds 9 shillings for the 188° Apparently neither Menefee nor Vince built a
house onHheir lots, as required by the 1796 Act forming the town, and both lots
was forfeited to the town trustees. In 1822 the trustees sold the two adjacent lots
to Francis Carey for $62! By 1836, a house worth $300 had been built on Lot
16, but there was ndracture on Lot 51. In 1845, George Ficklin sold both lots

to George Nicqal a blacksmith, who sold them to Henry Foster in 1857 for
$3752%® Henry Foster was a shoemaker and was a member of the Washington
Town Board of Trustees in 185%°

In 1862, Lot 16 and Lot 51 were purchased by George M. Cary from Henry and
Hetty Foster for $398'° Cary sold the two halfcre lots to John A. Compton in
1863 for $45F!* The two lots remained in the Compton family for the next 85
years, being passed down through several generations until 1948. Through this
time, the buildings on Lot 16 increased in value from $300 to $1500, but there
were no buildings on Lot 51.

Northen Part of Lot 16 (191 Main Street):

In 1948 Eugene and Hetty Wagner purchased the northern part of Lot 16,
containing 0.3445 acre, from the Compton heirs, and in 1950 they sold this land
to William and Elizabeth Buntift> The Buntins built a brick home on the
property William was appomted sheriff of Rappahannock County in 1976 and
. retired in 1984. Elizabeth taught
at the high school and served as
director of Rappahannock County
Social Serviced®* In 2018,
Elizabeéh was the owner of the
northern part of Lot 16,
designated as Tax Map 2aA62
(191 Main Street). She had lived
in the town of Washington for 68
years and she celebrated her
102nd birthday with her daughter
Nancy on 1 November 2018.

206 Culpeper County Deed Bodk page 383

207 Culpeper County Deed Book PP, page 250

208 Rappahannock County Deed Book F, page 215 and Deed Book L, page 251
209 Minute Book, Town of Washington Board of Trustees, 5 August 1855

219 Rappahannock County Deed Book L, page 252

211 Rappahannock County Deed Book L, page 283

212 Rappahannock County Deed Book 50, page 190, and Deed Book 54, page 250
213 Rappahannock New81 Augst 1978 and 8 November 2018

184



Southern Part of &t 16 and Lot 51 (189 Main Street):

Edna Updike was the next owner of these properties and held them until Patric
Foster and Camille Harris purchased them in 238Patrick was a renovation
specialist and decorative painter who brought charm backhatoltl Victorian
house formerly owned by the Compton family, and he and Camille opened a be
and breakfast there known as the
FosterHarris House. In 1992,
Phyllis Marriott purchased the
property and retained the bed and
breakfast business and the name of
the FosteHarris House. In 2008
the owners were John and Diane
MacPhersoi!® In 2018, the owner

of the property designated as Tax
Map 20A1-63 (189 Main Street)
and containing 0.6534 acre was
Peters Hospitality Management
LLC 216 On the property was thEeosterHarris House, a -bedroom bed and
breakfast establishment ©®ohay wwhonoéc
could bicycle to various sites. The Foster Harris House Bed & Breaitfast
served fivecourse dinners on weekends to its overnight guests as well as to tr
public in an intimate 1@eat dining room.

Lot 17 - Tax Map 20A-1-125a

The first owner of Lot 17 in 1798 was David Lansdown who paid 31 pounds 1-
shillings for Lots ¥, 19, 20, 45, and 487 By 1843, the owner of Lot 17 was
Mrs. Anne Coxe. She was the daughter of John Calvert, a brother of Georg
Calvert who was one of the founders of the town of Washington. In 1850, the
owner of Lot 17 was the estate of Anne Coxe, deceased; the lot was! &l
$25 but there was no valuation for any building on the*fot.Indeed,
Rappahannock County land records indicate that no buildings have ever bes
constructed on this lot.

The owner of Lot 17 in 1920 and 1930 was Henrietta Carter, and African
American. In 1996 the owner was the Rappahannock County Citizens League
a group composed of African Americans who were members of the Firs
Washington Baptist Church. In 2011, Sidney and Mary Catherine Worley solc

214 Rappahannock County Deed Book 140, page 55
215 Rappahannock County Instrument 080001185
216 Rappahannock County Instrument 170000090
217 Culpeper County Deed Book T, page 372
2181850 Rappahannock County Land Records
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the lot to Jerry and Cynthia Hodges of Clifton, Virgidtd.The owners in 2018
were Godfrey and Jeanne Kauffmann; the property contained 0.6701 acre.

Lot 18 - Tax Map 20A-1-141, Tax Map 20A1-142 (309 Wheeler Street), and
Tax Map 20A-1-143 (225Wheeler Street)

The first owner of Lot 18 in 1798 was George Yates who paid 5 pounds 15
shillings for the 10£2° In 1815, Yates sold the otlf acre lot to James Yates

and John Miller for "the benefit of the public and on which is erected a house for
public worship.®?? An 1833 plan of the town of Washington showed that a
meeting house was located on Lot?28nd an 1843 list of owners of Washington

lots showed that it was "the Meeting House.LdBy 1880, the Church lot was
consdered to be abandoned and the trustees of Old Church, who were James
O6 Neal e, Mi ddl et on Miller, James L.
relinquished all claim to the lot and gave the lot, known as "the Old Church Lot"
to the Reformed Episcopah@rch?® Willie Jett was the minister.

In 1914, trustees of the Reformed Episcopal Church petitioned the
Rappahannock County Court for permission to sell Lot 18 to Eugenia F. Dudley,
who had offered $250 for the property. The trustees explained thaoierty

had been used for a nhumber of years by the congregation of the Reformed
Episcopal Church, but that some years ago the congregation had become extinct
and ceased to use the property as a place of worship. The Council of the
Reformed Episcopal Chein authorized the trustees to sell the property and to
use the proceeds to erect a parsonage for the Antioch Reformed Episcopal Church
in Essex County, Virginia. The trustee®. B. Phillips, Joshua T. Hopper, and

E. C. Heterick- sold the lot to Eugea Dudley?** Nothing is left of the church
except possibly part of a foundation waH.

The next owner was Frank Jones, who built two Dutmlonial houses there.
The 1% story house at 22Bheeler Street and its exact duplicate, the home at
309 Wheeler $eet, were both constructed in about 1&97n 2018, the owner
of the western part of Lot 18, designated as Tax Map-2QA3 (225 Wheeler
Street), was Dorothy B. Hawkingho served on the AlWomen Town Council
elected in 198. The owner of the central section of Lot 18 in 1996, designated
as Tax Map 20AL-142 (309 Wheeler Street) and containing 0.2724 acre, was
Clarence Ashby Wayland; in 2018 the owner was Lisa Leftwich. The owner of

219 Rappahannock Gmty Instrument 110001057

220 Culpeper County Deed Book T, page 397

221 Culpeper County Deed Book HH, p. 288

222 Rappahannock County Deed Book A, page 189

223 Rappahannock County Deed Book Q, page 327

224 Rappahannock County Deed Book 27, page 204

225 |Information flom Dorothy Hawkins, in M. Elizabeth BuntiMission: A Study of the Churches of
Bromfield Parish pages 46, files of Trinity Episcopal Church

226 National Register of Historic Places, Washington Historic District, 2006 Update
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the southeastern corner of Lot 18 in 80designated as Tax Map 20A1L41 and
containing 0.0340 acre, was Fredette S. Engle of McLean, Virginia.

225 Wheeler Street (front view) 309 Wheeler Street (side view)

Lot 19 - Tax Map 20A-1-140 (567 Gay Street) andrax Map 20A-1-140A
(593 Gay Street)

The first owner of Lot 19 in 1798 was David Lansdown who paid 31 pounds 1-
shillings for Lots 17, 19, 20, 45, and #b. Apparently Lansdown did not build

a dwelling on the property, as required by the 1796 Act fornfiegdawn, and

the lot was forfeited to the town trustees. In 1823, the trustees sold Lot 19 t
Harvey Evans for $1&% In 1835, the lot was owned by Samuel Evans and
Benjamin Hesser and had to be sold because of debts; it was purchased by Dat
Mason??® The lot had no value for buildings in the 1836 Rappahannock Land
Book. When Mason went bankrupt, all his properties were sold at public auctiol
in 1841 and the attorney William J. Menefee purchased the lot, on which ther
was a hous&’ The house was thuapparently constructed between 1836 and
1841; the buildings on Lot 19 were valued at $700 in 1850.

William J. Menefeavas a member of the Washington Town Board of Trustees
in 1839 and 1843! He was also the Rappahannock Coudburt Clerk from
1833 to 1858. In 1850, the lot was valued at $50 and the building on the lot we
valued at $700. It is believed that the house was used by Union forces during tl
War Between the States. In 1879 "Tranquility,” as it was then known, was
purchased by French Pendleton Cartée brought his bride Judith Terrier Miller

of Poplar Shade to this home, and they raised a family of seven children. He wi
born in Washington in 1845 and died there in 1920. He avazember of
Company G, 12th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry, became an attorney and served
Commonweal t hds Al8T9@ndassExaminer of Recdrd® foi0the
26th Judicial District, and was a representative of the Senatorial District in the

227 Culpeper County Deed Book Tage 372

228 Culpeper County Deed Book PP, page 248

229 Rappahannock County Deed Book B, page 166

20 Rappahannock County Deed Book C, page 506, and Deed Book D, page 62 and 233
21 Minute Book, Town of Washington Board of Trustees, 3 June 1839, 14 April 1843
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